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" ^y.'^'" *»« •»wJ» " you have heard what his Reverence

hatuidofyoa; andl too have heard it, and not to-day for
the fint tune. It seems that yon are rig^t in *hJ«M»«ff that

D K •
• P*^?, *i "*y '*** y^ ^»^« oo vocation to Holy

Religion. WeU, then, the question is as to what is yoi
Vocation, for Our Lord never leaves any man without a
Vocation of some land. You are veiy young for such service
as that on which we think to send you ; for we shaU send you
to the Court of England first, and then perhaps now and
agam to France; but you look five years at least older
than your age. and, I am told, have ten times its discretion.
I need not teU you that you wiU have no very heavy mission
given to you at first ; you must mix freely with the world
and use your wits and see what is best to be done, sending
back reporte to the Cardinal Secretary. You wiU livTat
your own charges, as you yourself have said that yon wished
to do

;
but you may draw upon us here for any journeys

that you may undertake upon our business up to a certain
amount. In a word you will be in the diplomatic service
of the Hdy See, though without direct office or commisston
bey<md that which I now give you myself. You wiU have
foil hb<aty to make a career for yourself in the English or
French Courts, so long as this comes always second to your
service to ourselves. If you acquit yourself well—in the way
which will be explained to you later—you may make a
care» with us too, and will have rewards if you want them

:

but for the present there must be no talk of that. As you
must be in the world yet not of it ; so you must be of the
Court of Rome yet not iu it. It is a delicate position that
you will hold; and, to compensate for the informality of it
you wiU have the more Uberty on your side, to make a career'
as I have said, or to marry, if God calls you to that, or in
any other way. . . . Does that content you, my son ?

"
I do not know what I said; for all that the Holy Father

had told me was what I myself had said to my Lord Abbot
I knew that affairs in England were in a very strange con-
dition, that the Duke of York who was next hdr to the
throne was a Catholic, and that Charles himself was favour-
ably ^posed to us; and I knew a number of other things
too which will appear in the course of this talc; and I


