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The translation of the Law into Greek
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** ^*'* dispersed Israelites faithful to Judaism.

7i^ L, Trr' 1"^ '^^'"""'nion of the scattennl Jews wiSS r ^^^i
^'^ ^""^ ^"^* *^ intellectual life of the home^and. Greek influence of a direct kind may not be pwveTin
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^°°'* °^ ^'"^ ""^ Ecclesiastes. but iH clearthat the Jews have come to have something of the Greek Wit.n their method and style of dealing with weightyproblemsTheir contribution is theology, not philosophy! L they stek^work always from the thought of God out to the detaUs o1bought and life. They do not analyse things and the mindin the same way as the Greeks, but in their own way the/areseeking to link all things to a central principle, and they arebecoming more critical in temper. The writer ^f Job attack^he common dogma of sin and retribntion which pervaded allthe theology of his time The prophetic ni.Msage had been taken

TerH^" '"""r '""V' **^°"^^^ ^' '^'"" ^^^ become thecentral hmg in Jewish theology. The belief in a reasonable
retribution, ethical in its character, was an advance on theIdea of capricious, arbitrary action of gods or demons, but itbecame too systematic, or. in other words, too simple. Menm many ages have made large sacrifices to a narrow, severe
logic and a vain craving for uniformity in religious thoughtand practice. Against this the great poet protests ; more thanany particular solution of the problem suggested by the vari-ous statements in the Book of Job is the spirit of the ?reat
speeches and the demand for full expression of the soul evenm the presence of God. "Sin" is not everything, man is not
the centre of the worid; the mighty Craator is just, though Hisways may perplex us. Man may come to silence in the presence
of Gods majesty, but he must not be crushed by a wooden
mechanical system in which men attempt to confine their
thoughts of God. This is not scepticism, it is simply a more
robust faith. The writer of Ecclesiastes goes much farther in
the direction of scepticism, and the ground tone of the book is
pessimistic. He is a man who cannot find escape from per-
plexity and disappointment along either of the two avenues
that have been opened; he deliberately rejects the thought of


