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We profited by the delay to eliinb iij)

to the face of tlie },daeier which over-

hunj^ the camp. The cliinl) up the mount-
ain side was difficult, there l)einj; a con-

stant succession of clitrs, the rocks of

which had been so severely wrenched
by jriacial action that it was not safe to

trust to them for handhold or foothold :

so that we depended mainly on the

stout bushes or younic saplin<;^s which
jjrew in the crevices and on the benches.

These trees averai^ed fifteen or twenty
feet in lenijth— I say lenjj;'th, for most
of them j^rew strai.y:ht out horizontally,

and some even had a down-hiU inclina-

tion ; this was evidently the result of

the weijj^ht of snow and ice moving
down hill
over them
for a 1 ar^e
part of the
year.

We were
well paid for

our trouble
on reachinjj

the jflacier,

w li i c h e X -

panded b e

-

fore our eyes
as we drew
nearer. It

v;as of pure
blue ice, ex-
t r e ni e 1 y
beautiful;
and its front

t ose perpen-
dicularly for

several hun-
dred feet. A
deep chasm separated it from us as we
stood on the summit of a pinnacle of

bare rock, a few hundred feet away
;

and as we looked across we saw ^reat
irrej^ular clefts and caverns of the deep-
est blue, !.,aiarded by slender towers.
Further up the ^reat blue-white field

stretched till lost to sij^ht in the mists
of the mountain, its surface seamed and
cracked and obstructed by hu,L,fe, irrej.^-

ular mounds, S(j as U) be apparently
impassable. I have seen few thinjj^s

more awe-ins])irin,v; than this i»-rcat ice-

field, this vast, ])ure, chaotic silence.

As we sat we noticed a very slender
spire of ice ([uite near wliich seemed as

if it must topple. After awhile it bej,'an

to ajro-ravate us that it would not, so we
beyan shooting at it with the repeating
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rifle which we had brouj^-ht alontj, firin}.j

a number of shots in rai)id succession
for the purpose of knocking it over.

This we did not succeed in doing, but
when we got back to camp we found
that our shots had greatly excited tiie

Indians who were camped near by, and
who imagined that we werp (piarreling

with one of the great bears found in

these mountains. The idea of a sensible

being shooting at a i)iece of ice is not
readily grasped by the savage mind.
From Sheep Camp, where we were,

the only way to get (Hir supplies over
the pass was to get Indians to carry
them. Although tlicse Indians are no
stronger than average white men, yet

they greatly
excel t h e m
in point of

enduranc e
;

and they will-

ingly under-
go extreme,
fatigue for

any limited

period. A t

this time,
however, the
trail was so
bad, on ac-

count ui the
softening of

the snows in

the hot June
s u n , t h a t

they conclud-
ed to strike

for higher
wages. This
was the cause

of some little delay for us, for most
of the men in camp were opposed to

yielding, especially the miners, who
represented that the increased cost

would inconvenience them consider-

ably. So began a siege on both sides;

we announced our intention to the

Indians of staying in this pleasant

jjl.'.ce for a month or two, and both in

our camp and in that of the .Siwashes

the most ostentatious carelessness ])re-

vailed. Late in the d;\y this stale of

affairs was interrupted liy the action of

one small i)arty of miners, who were
anxious to get at the gold which they

imagined lying around thickly in some
interior gulch, waiting for the first

comer to pick it \\\), and so went secretly

to the other camp and compromised


