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with regular gradation to a height of two thousand feet.

The trees, nowhere dwarfed or diminutive, attain the

highest dimensions in sunny exposures in the deeper

canons or gorges of the mountains. The cedar, some-

times called the yellow cedar, and sometimes the fra-

grant cedar, was long ago imported into China as an

ornamental wood: and it now furnishes the majestic

beams and pillars with which the richer and more am-

bitious native chief delights to construct his rude but

spacious hall or palatial residence, and upon which he

carves in rude symbolical imagery the heraldry of his

tribe and achievements of his nation. No beam, or pil-

lar, or spar, or mast, or plank is ever required in either

the land or the naval architecture of any civilized State

greater in length and width than the trees which can

be hewn down on the coasts of the islands and rivers

here, and conveyed directly thence by navigation. A
few gardens, fields, and meadows, have been attempted

by natives in some of the settlements, and by soldiers

at the military posts, with most encouraging results.

Nor must we forget that the native grasses, ripening

late in a humid climate, preserve their nutritive prop-

erties, though exposed, while the climate is so mild

that cattle and horses require but slight provision of

shelter during the winter.

Such is the island and coast portion of Eastern

Alaska. Kla-kautch, the Chilcat, who is known and

feared by the Indians throughout the whole Territory,

and who is a very intelligent chief, informs me, that

beyond the mountain range, which intervenes between

the Chilcat and the Youkon rivers, you descend into a

plain unbroken by hills or mountains, very fertile, in

a genial climate, and, as far as he could learn, of

boundless extent. We have similar information from
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