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for four years t;. come. Mr. Tyler is a southern man with south-

ern principles, rather a conservative, opposed to a heavy tariff, if

in favor of any. There will be a different policy pursued, and you

will find great disappointment and confusion. He is not a man
who will pursue a prescriptive course in turning out and putting

into office, but who will go upon the great principle of the Vir-

ginia school in regard to office-holders. ' Is he honest ? Is he

capable ?' I am of the opinion that the chartering of a national

bank will not meet his approval. But there is no telling.

Politicians, in these days of humbug, make so many turnabouts

that it is impossible to scan their future conduct by their past

deeds."

1th. Wrote a communication for the Michigan Farmer, on the

important subject, as a matter of taste, of '' ornamental and shade

trees." New settlers are bent on denuding their lands of every

tree, and a newly opened farm looks as if a tornado had passed

over it.

6th. Messrs. Dawson and Bates submit estimates for the con-

templated historical volume, for which I am taking every means

of preparing the materials. I am satisfied that without publication

the Hist. Society cannot acquire a basis with the literary world to

stand upon. My own collections respecting the language and

history of the Indian tribes ^re alone adequate to the publication

of several volumes, and I have long sought, without being able to

find, a proper medium of bringing these materials forward. My
local position is unfavorable to sending them to the American

Philosophical Society, or to any of the citie on the seaboard,

where they would, however, be mangled, as I told Mr. Duponceau,

for want of proof-reading ; and here, alas ! it is a question of

dollars.

15th. Rev. Geo. N. Smith reports the state of the new mission

at " Old Wing," on Little Traverse Bay, Lake Michigan, as en-

couraging;. The \merican Board (who gave up this general field

jvK-,r nL a time when, some thought, it was ready to bear fruits) trans-

Icired the treaty fand under which this mission was undertaken.

"We chopped in all," wi ^es Mr. S. " about forty-five acres,

but a team is necessarv to clear off the timber, so that the land

can be cleared and prepared for a crop this season. During the

'vinttr we had a school, which produced very encouraging results.


