
" I look, I say, on the imperial riglits of Great Britain, and the privileges

which the Colonists ought to enjoy under these rights, to be just the most

reconcileable things in the world. Tlie parliament of Great Britain sits at the

head of her extensive empire in two capacities : one, as the local legislature of

this island, providing for all things at home, immediately, and by no other

instrument than the executive power ; the other, and I tliink her nobler

capacity, ia what I call her imperial character,—in which, as from the throne

of heaven, she superintends all the several inferior legislatures, and guides and

controls them all, without annihilating any. As all these provincial legislatures

are only co-ordinate with each other, they ought all to be subordinate to her

;

else they can neither preserve mutual peace, nor hope for mutual justice, nor

efifectually afford mutual assistance."

Mr. Burke—Speech on American Tauation.
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