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(vertebant, (.'onvci-tobant) their tlniinhs towards their breasts as a signal

to liis oi)pi)nent lo stab him. Tliose who wished him to be spareil, turned

their thumbs dowuwanls (preiaebaut^ as a signal for droppinj; the

sword." In liuperti's edition of Juvenal there is a sujrs'^'stion supporting

Professor Jlayor's opinion, namely, that the thumb was pointed upwards

and inwards to the lieart as a sign that the falh'u mail was to he run

tlirougli there, and in aecordanee with this suggestion, the Kev. A. J.

Maeleane. on'' of the editors of the Hlhliothcra Classica, hohls to tlie

()pini(ni tiiat the people expressed their approbation by turning their

thumbs down, and the reverse by upHfUng tlieni.

IJefore concluding this portion of my artiele with a few comments

on the turning of the thunil) towards the breast to signify that tlie eon-

quered gladiator was to be killed, an appropriate quotation from a little

volume entith'd l^ocirfi/ in Ramc iimlcr the (V-wr-s nuty be given.

^

Aceording to tlie author: * The general piaetire was for the spectators

to express their wislies as to th;_' fate of the prostrate eond)a(ant by a

motion of the thumb, which was turned to the breast to indicate tlie

death thrust, or iiiovetl downwards t*) signify the dropping of the wea-

pon." And he adds, on t!ie authority of Tacitus, that tliese mute ges-

tures were often accompanied by Jonil slKtuts, " dissono chimore."

The act itself of turning the thumb towards the breast is suggestive.

It Made self-evident what was meant, if it euuld be seen; and we can

take it for granted, if the signal was to be promptly obeyed, tliat it

was one which had to be easily seen and readily understood. The great

height from the arena to the podium would possibly render such a signal

indistinct. It certainly would be indistinct if, at the moment of defeat,

the successful gladiator happened to be across the arena or at one end
of it, to the right or left of the podium, in a eolosseum large enough to

hold, perhaps, eighty or a hundred thousand human beings, Xor was
it safe, when in dont)t about the sign, to rely upon the ery of the specta-

tors. Indeed, on such occasions, the eye was a safer guide than the

ear. for the savage sliouts- of the assembled thousands were meant not

alone for the combatants, but by way of censure of some hated minister,

or even of the not less hated sovereign. Here alone, by the license of tlie

circus, the popuhice couhl freely exju'ess themselves, and in Miis way.

and by this means, it is sai.l.^ they comiu'lled Tiberius to restore a statue

which he had taken to his own palace from the Baths of Agrippa. This
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