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disciples to perform the work of an historian. None
of them claim such authorization. Only Luke * iniikuH

any reference to the motives which led him to under-

take the task of writing, and ho claims no other ihnn

a personal desire to record a knowledge wiiich Jie

deemed fuller than that of others.

The four Gospels are evidently final and aiiihoriiii-

tive collections of oral histories and compilaiionM of

narratives which were already circulating nmoug the

early Christians. In the cases of Matthew and John,

these materials were wrought upon the fabric of tlioir

own personal observation and experience.

There is in none of them any consistent regard to

the order of time or of place. The principle of arnmgu-

ment evidently is to be found in the moral Hliuiljiri-

ties of the materials, and not in their chronological mo-

quences. Different events are clustered together which

were widely separated. Whole chapters of pai'iiblcM

are given as if they had been delivered in a Mlriglo

discourse. We should never have known from Mat/«

thew, Mark, or Luke, that our Lord was accuHtomed

to go up to Jerusalem to the great Jewish feastH; but

we do get it from John, who is mainly concerned with

the history and discourses of his Master in Juduia,

Matthew, on the other hand, bestows his attention

upon that part of the Saviour's life which was spent

in Galilee. Moreover, he seldom enters, as John douM,

* Luke i. 1-4. "Forasmuch as many Lave taken in liaml tr) m^t forth

in ordjr a declaration of those things which are most surely believml iiiiionj^

us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from the be{i;innln{i; vumi cyt*-

witnesses, and ministers of the word; it seemed good to me also, hiiviii>;5liii<l

perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto (lice In

order, most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest know tlje cerUhltv of

those thinKS wherein thou hast been instructed."


