
HISTOUt OP FORMAL SCHOOLS.

•f bi* iclioliirt, Kiitl dul^ apprucittted by |Miri>iil*, us

wdll M ))y nil rclk'oting |»iiblic-^ii!riti'(l tiieii in the lu-

cjility wlicro lie lAborR. Gruiliinlly tlio iiiiprotiHioii

gniiiK f^roiiiul that there is sonii'thing bcj^idcs the

name ill the Normnl trniiiing of Teni'licrs. Sciiool

Trustees cxltI thci»sciven to tiie iitlcriuoKt to ob-

tain Tearliers who have uii(ler;;ono a simili\r sys-

tem nf tniinii));. Tiiis creates coiniietition for siicli

Teachers, aiuJ wherever tiiey are settled, their

superiority is I'elt ami aeknowle<lj5i'd. Tliis iniTcase

of demand raises tlio reward of their labors—the

Mmoiint of their remuneration. Th>is, this other bene-

fit ofNoriniil Schools is both direct and indirect;

—

propngatin;; far and wide the desire fur a hij^lier

grade of Teachers, Riul raising, very considerably,

tiicir income.

8. Hut the economical beneflt of Normal Schools,

tlio saving of time to the pupils and of expense to

the parents and guardians must not be overlooked.

But this point is so well put by the Chief Superin-

tendent of Kducntiun for Upper Canada that wu can-

not do better than here repeat, vtrbatim, his state-

ment.
" The testimony of experience and observation on

this subject is, that a trained Teacher will, as a gene-

ral rule, by the superiororganization and classification

of iiis School, and by his better method and greater

ability for teaching, impart at least twice as much
instruction, in any given time, ns an untrained one.

Suppose now that tho salary of the former should
exceed that of the latter in the same proportion, there

would still remain a clear saving of luiJf tho time of
the pupil, with the additional advantage of good
habits and accurate views of what he had Icarnud.

Ilenec, in the same period during which pupils usu-
ally attend common Schools, they would acqui' e, nt

tho lowest allowed estimate, twice tho amount of
knowledge, and that correctly and thoroughly, which
they arc now imperfectly taught.

" The time thus saved, and the additional know-
ledge and improved modes of study and habits of
explanation thus acquired, are indefinitely enhanced
in value from the prospective advantages, irrespec-

tive of present benefits."

We might extend this train of observation to a
much greater length ; but we think we have said
enough to satisfy any reflecting mind that the bene-
fits of Normal Schools arc neither few nor small

;

that they are sufficient to enlist every true patriot

and every genuine christian in their encouragement
and support ; that they are suflTicicnt to establish the
position that tho nation which upholds a popular sys-
tem of education can only do so, efficiently and suc-
cessfully, by the establishment and complete equip-
ment of these institutions.

SECTION HI.

History op Normal Schools—Act or Provixce
AXKNT Normal School—Bye-Laws, &c.

In surreyine the cause of Education for a century by-
gone, it is evident that National Education and Normal
Schools have gone hand in hand. Of all the countries in
the Old AVorld that have made Education a matter of na-
tional consideration and interest, there was none so early

ill ihu fluid, or which liA« cultivntud tlutt fluid with such
lucccsM, as l'riifi»lii. Lntu in the iiiivuiitfciith century, when
llio licnevolent Frimke turned iiis nllriition to (liu itiibjoet

of popular ediiealinn, he »iK>n t'oiind tli:kt children could iidI

be well taught without gtxxl Ti-ucliei-.i, mid lluit liul tV-w

pivtd Teiii'hers ( (Mild be I'o'inil liiileiis they were rejiularlv

Irniiiod tor tlu^ir prot'eiiKion, Inipres'ted wiih tliis convii'ti.

iiu he bent all \m energies Inwni'iU llie establiiiluneiit of a
Teachers' Seminary, in which he Anally .sui'ccci'.ed, nt lIul-

le, in I'riisnin, about the rear 1701, nin'l now I'riiM.'-ia poH.

se.«t!<es.f not le.w tliaii .'il formal Schools. About "Jo or 30
years afterwards tlm several iStatcs in (lerinaiiy cDiiiineiic-

eil their syittonis of popular instriiiliou, ami their Nonnnl
Schools kc|it full pace willi *lieir Kdiicalioniil progress, and
now .Saxony |Mj.i4e:i.Hess 10, Austria 1 1, Havana 0, Wirlem-
burg 7, Hanover 7, Haileii 4, llesse Caxsel .'(, Hesse Dram-
staiU .'l,&c. Ill lHt7, Holland eic< ted i, Hclftiuiii 2, Hen-
mark 'i, Sweden 1. In KJOH Fniiicc crc( ted its first Nor.
iiial S^-hool, and now it has ()'<. In 1M:i.'> Si'olland built 2,

the one in (ilasgow and the other in Kilinbiir;;h ; though
tho former, on an inferior scale, liad been in existence for

a eonsidcrnblu poi'io<i betorehaiul. In 1«M(>, Iivlniid erec-

ted 1. In I8tu, England coniuiencud its operations in this

respect, and now, aUmg with Wales, possi'ss.fss 'i'A.

Ill the New World Xurnial Schools are of more recent
date. Though the subject of Xorinal Schools was agitated

in Massachusetts in 1H2^, it was not till IHIIO that they
were forniallv set at"'::ig,—and now there ari! three in

that State, with one in the City of Huston, for the puriiosu

of providing properly <pialifie<l Teachers for that t'ity

alone. In 1815 uiic was established at Albany for thu

State of New Vork; in 18 IH, another at Pliiladclohin,

for the State of Pennsylvania; in 1849, another at New
Hi'itain, for thu State of Connecticut; in 18.)0, another at

Usilanti, tor tho State of Michigan. Within the last two
years Normal Scliools have been in progress of erection in

other Status and the probability is that many years will

not elapse till there is not a State in the Union without its

Nonnal School or Schools. In 1846 a Normal School was
opened at Toronto, for the purpose of qualifying Teachers
for Upper Canada, and sucli Wiis the felt necessity for its

enlargcinunt that a new and permanent building has been
erected within these three years, at the cost of £2.>,000,

—

the most perfect, peihaps, in external nrrangcinent ami
commndiousness, either in the Old or Ni^w World.
Tho Legislature of Nova Scotia, in the Session of 18.54,

passed a Hill lor tho erection of a Norm.-'' School in some
central locality of the Pi-ovince. 'J'lie Commissioners ap-
pointed fur the pur|>ose of carrying out said Hill, made
choice of Truro, as the most central, and, in many res|)eets,

the most advantageous locality. The building is rapidly

advancing to completion, and will, it is hoped, be formally

opened, with inaugural ceremonies, at the beginning of No-
vember next Tho following is thu enactment referred

to:—

An Act to establish a Normal School.

(PiissoJ the 31st day of March, 1854.)

Be it enacted by tho governor, council, and a.ssembly,

as follows :

1. A Normal school for the training of teachers, shall be
founded in a central and convenient locality.

2. A Building for such purpose, provided with all ne-

cessary furniture and apparatus, shall be erected under
the direction of conunissioners appointed by tho governor

in council, upon a site, and according to plans approved

of by the governor and council, and such commissioners

may draw from tho treasury, for the cost of the building,

with its fitVniture and site, a sum not exceeding one thou-

sand pounds.

8. The teachers of the Nonnal Khool shall bo a pnnci-
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