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Ihnt may be finally ndopted , and niny be construct-
ed lit 11 cost fiillins!; something below <j;3,(IOI),OOU.

Acts of inr.orpoi-ntion liiive been fjranted by the
Legislatures of New Binnawirk uiul Novn iScotin

to the European and North AmericBn railway
within those provinces, res|)ectively,alid grants of
Ihe public doniiiin miulc, and other, aid pledged,
aa will be seen by reference to the acts of legisla-

tion which accompany the memorial that has
been presented to Congress, uTid which will se-

cure, beyond doubt or contingency, the construc-
tion of llie road from the eastern line of Maine to

the city of Halifax, or the town of Whitehaven.
What is now wanted, and am. that is wanted, to

accomplish this great work—than which none of
larger importance to the nation can claim the pub-
lic attention—is, the means to build that part of
the European and North American railway which
lies withni the State of Maine—between Bangor
and the line of New Brunswick. The road from i|

Walerville, oi' Augusta, to Bangor will nearly ab- \\

orb the capital that can be obtained for such in-
;

:

Testment in that part of the Slate. The means of
'

Bangor and viciinty will be reipifred to extend the
'

road to that place from the west; and as the terri-

tory, north and east, thron/;h which the route of
the European and North American road lies, is

thinly settled—in truth, for half the distance an
almost unbroken wilderness—it is easily perceived

'

that the capital required forso considereblea work,
involving nn expenditure of nearly §3,000,000,
cannot be obtained in that section of country.

As the road will be of no merely local advantage
or character, it is not unreasonable that the funds
necessary to build it should be drawn, to some
extent, from other portions of the country than

the immediate vicinity of its location—from the

parties who will derive most certain and substan-

tial benefits from its construction—the people of

all the States in the Union.
,

I will now stale, briefly and clearly as I may be
able, some of the advantages which 1 think will

be likely to result from the grant of the aid prayed
for in this case A continuous line of railway will

be put in operation from the city of New York

—

nay, from all the considerable cities from New
Orleans to Portland—to the easternmost available

'

harboron thecontinent; a daily line ofsteam-ships, •

of the greatest practicable speed and capacity, will

be put upon the international ferry between the two
hemisplieres, and the passage between New York

j

^nd London reduced to a period of six days' time. '

The memorial slates: !

" Experience has now rslalilislicil, ns a general rule, ilie
;

Act, that the useful speed of railway traius amy, uikIit all

possible circumslauccs, bo three times as grratias that ofa
itcani-f'hip or sailing vessel. TlieHdvaiitngcgHiiiodnnd the

time saved m Ihe pash.-ge of the uiiiils bclwceu New York
nd London, by adcptiag the plan proposed, over the present

iotcrnutional postal system, may be slated ns follows

:

From New I'ork to Lomtou,
Miles. Daya. Ilourt.

RailwayfroinNew Yorklo Il.tlifax. 867 - 17

Stcnnicr from Halifax to Galwttv— 2,1110 5 5

Railway from Oalway to Dublin 1'30 - Q>i
Bteamer frail Dublin to Holyhead... ti.1 - 3

ftailway from Holyhead to London.. 1263 - 5

a,U9 6 8>i
« In the foregojni! estimate, a speed of railway transit is

asKumed such as is employed on the English express trains,

and the speed of the steamer is taken at one third the time

allowed lor the passage ofthe railway train. Allowing three

•od a half hours for shifting tlie mails and baggage, and the

Ame occupied in the transmission of the uiailis from New

j

York to London is six and one half days, employing ths
present rates of spued on the most approved and biwlcon-
iliii'tiiil rii j I (I'll tu ill Ii7 •iiiliiiiil

I

(liuied railways in l^nglanil.

I
'• -Viiplylng ihe snaie rates of spend lo the (irescnt route

' from New Voik to London, and the result is as follows:
Milea. Di.yit. Hourt,

Hteainer from New York 10 Liverpool. :),I0() 7 14
Railway from Liverpool to London.. s2U - fi

T 19
" Difteronen in favor of the European and North Ameri-

can railway route, one day ten and a half hours.
" lliii iliis cmiiparison by no means doesjnsticeto the rel-

ative advantages of the two routes, yteam-boiits, lik? racc-
liorscs, go with increased speed as you reduce the unne-
cessary load, and by the shorter sea- route, may undoubtedly
be increased ei|UHl to tiro miles per hour for the entire voy-
age. Assuming the correctness of the tbrejfoing statement,
the following result is shown

:

Dayi. Ilaura.
Steamer from New York to Liverpool 6 H%
Railway from Liverpool to London - 5

8 Wfi
" Diircrencc in favor ofthe European and Oalway route,

two days, eleven hours—eipial to (llty-iiine hours saved.
" The chances would be in tiwor of the longest land route

and the short sea-voyage. The certainty attainable in rail-
way transit, the facilities for rc'pairing accidents and sup-
plying improved engines to make up lor detensions, on thx
one side, and the risks of a long sea-voyage on ilic otlier

—

accumulating almost with geoinelric progression with th«
distance—signilieantly urge the adopHon of the proposed

' plan.
" The greatest speed yet attained in an Atlantic sea-voy-

:
age, was by the American steaiii ship I'acilic (a shorter
passage has been made since this petition was drawn up)
during the past year, averaging a speed of thirteeu and on»
eighth miles per hour tir the entire distance—having mads
the run from Liverpool to New York in nine days twenty
liimrs and liilecn niimites.
" 'J'lie speed of ocean steamers has increased very much

in the ratio of their size, and it is not hazarding much to
say, that within the next live years a uniform speed of sev-
enteen miles an hour may be reached in ocean steam navi-
gation by tlic adoption of the shortest passage across the
.Atlantic.

" We have assiiineil a speed of railway transit beyond
any uniform attainment in th- country ; but those least in-
I'orined in the practical workings of railway machinery know
lliat at present Uie questinn ol speed is a mere question of
cost, and has no relerence to tlic absolute capacity forspecd
of the locomolive engine employed in railway transit. The

' only linit to the speed of a railway train is the strength of
inateriiit, and increased uitention lo tlie construction of
railway inachiiicry will enable tlie locomotive engine, in
due time, lo measure speed with the wind."

j
Mr. Chairman, there can be no reasonable doubt

! that, whenever by means of improvements in the
' construction and working of steam-vessels, the

,
passage between New York and Liverpool can

I
be made by the present route jn nine day8,ade-

i gree of improvement will Itave been attained in

steam-ship and railway performance, which will as
certainly permit the transit, by Canso and Gal-
way, to be made in six days. Considering that

nearly half the quantity of coal required for the
long sea route will be dispensed with on the other,

and the causes of detention in St. George's Chan-
nel and the Irish Sea, and on our own coast
avoided, I hazard little in the prediction that the
average time of transit between New York and
London, by the proposed route, will not much
exceed one half the time that will be required upon
the present routes. Practical and scientific gentle-

men ofthe first eminence in the country, who have
carefully examined this plan, have expressed the

conviction that it will effect a saving of ol Uast
one third of the time consumed by the routes now
used. It is well known that the principal dangei^,

ditricultie.s, and delays experienced, are in conse-

quence of the fogs and storms encountered ii' ilic

'^z^)L


