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MR. OWEN, OF INDIANA,

DELITURBO IN THB nOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES OP TUB DNITBD BTATESi,

JiwtABr 23 AND 24, 1844,

On Hie gvf.Hion of the Joint occupancy by Great Britain vrith the United SlaleSf

of the Territory of Oregon..

Ob t'.w 4th January, 1844, Mr.OwEJ* Litroduccd a joint reeolvtioii, requesting tho Presideat

of the United States to give noti<:? of twefvp months to thr Government of Great Britain, in

conformity witli the provision of an i-xistin^ trtiatj', tJuit, from and after the expiration of that

term, the occupation of Oregon by Great Britain, conjointly with the United otatea, should reaae.

The joint resolution was referred to the Committee on Foreign AflTairs; and thaJ committeo

reported it buck on January 23, accompanied by a resoKition, to the effect, that " it is iner^pcdient

for Congtcefr', at this time, to act in any maimej- upon the Bubject." The question being on the

adoption of titut resolution

—

Mr. Owen said : I am aware of the effect which the adverse report just
made from a committee of a character so high as that on foreign affairs, ia
regard to the joint resolution which I submitted to this Hous^ is likely to

produce. I regret it. I do not understand the committee, however, as ex-
pressing an opinion that the resohition should not pass at all ; bntonly,
that, for the present, it should be delayed. They are disposed, wc may
presume, to await the action of time and of certain expected contingencies,

before they adopt this measure. 1 differ from them in regard to the expe-
diency of delay. I think we ought to act now. The views of those who
hold to the opposite opinion are entitled to much consideration; 1 shall

ahvays receive their opinions with respect, and exfimino them with atten-

tion
;

yet, with the lights now before me, 1 must adhere to my own.
He is but a hot-headed politician, who seeks to urge on a favorite meas-

ure that may be just in itself, rashly, prematurely, in a hasty manner, at an
improper time. But there is such a thing as temporizing weakness, as well

as rash ha^ste. To put off the evil day, is bad policy, in public as in private
affairs. That which is surely impending—that which we must meet to-

day or tomorrow, self-respect and wisdom bid us meet to-day.

if these be correct views, let us inquire how far they apply to the subject
before us. The effect of the joint resolution in question, and which a ma-
jority of the committee recommend to postpone, is, to terminate a treaty or


