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it possible to utili/c celestial knowledge in acquiring earthly

wealth here would be the most promising seat for such a school.

But he would need to have been a little wiser than his generation

to reflect that wealth is at the base of all progress in knowledge
and the liberal arts, that it is only when men are relieved from
the necessity of devoting all their energies to the immediate
wants of life that they can lead intellectual lives, and that we
should therefore look to the most enterprising commercial cen-

ter as the likeliest seat for a great scientific institution.

Now we have the school, and we have the Observatory,

which we hope will in the near future do work that will cast

luster on the name of its founder as well as on the astronomers

who may be associated with it. You will, I am sure, pardon me
if I make some suggestions on the subject of the future needs

of the establishment. VVc want this newly founded institution

to be a great success, to do work which shall show that the

intellectual productiveness of your community will not be

allowed to lag behind its material growth. The public is very

apt to feel that when some munificent patron of science has

mounted a great telescope under a suitable dome and sujjplied

all the apparatus which the astronomer wants to use success is

assured. But such is not the case. The most important requis-

ite, one more difificult to command than telescopes or observa-

tories, may still be wanting. A great telescope is of no use

without a man at the end of it, and what the telescope may do
depends more upon this appendage than upon the instrument

itself. The place which telescopes and observatories have taken

in astronomical history are by no means proportional to their

dimensions. Many a great instrument has been a mere toy in

the hands of its owner. Many a small one has become famous.

Twenty years ago there was here in your own city a modest
little instrument which, judged by its size, could not hold up its

head with the great ones even of that day.

It was the private property of a young man holding no
scientific position and scarcely known to the public. And yet

that little telescope \h today among the famous ones of the world,
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