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to proflucf wii.ii it was meant to prcvnit: it is vir-
tually certain to draw ns into the war without (ither
the rights or the elTe( luviiess of beMi-creiits.

1 here IS one ehoiee we cannot make, we are
incapable u\ niakin- : we will n(,t ch(.o..e the path of
snhmission and suffer tii.' most sacred ri-hts of our
natio!i and onr people to l>e i-n(.red (u- violated.
Ww wrongs aL;ainst which we now arra\
are not ( onimon wi-oni>s; ih,, \ mt to ih'
of human \\{v

.

With a [)rof<,und sense of the soK nin and even
tragical character of the .stip I am takin- and of the
,t,^rave responsibilities whi<h it mvolvis. but in iin-
hcsitatinn- obedi( ,i,v to what I deem mv constitu-
tional duty, I advise that the Congress declare the
recent course of the fm[)eria! (ierman Government
to In; in fact nothin- less than war ao-ainst the
(Government and peojjle of the Tnited States; that
It formallv accept the status of bellioerent which has
thus been thrust upon it; and that it take immediat< Iv
steps not .)nly to put the countrv in a more th<M-ou-h
state of defence, but also to exert ali its power and
employ all its resources to brino- the (iovernment
of the German I':mpire to terms and end the war.

What this will involve is clear. It will involve
the utm()st practicable co operation in counsel and
action with the (iovernmc-nts now at war with Ger-
many, and, as incident to that, the e.xtension to those
(xovernments of the most liberal financial credits,
in order that our resources mav, so far as pr.ssible'
be added to theirs. It wdl involve the organisation
and mobilisation of all the mat( rial resources of the
country to su])})ly the material of war and scTve
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