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TEA.

W J. Gerald, Esq.,

Deputy Milliliter of Inland Revenue.

Ottawa, July 6, 1909.

Sir,—I have the honour to inbmit to you, herewith, a report upon 22:J samples

of Teas, collected throughout Canada, in April of the present year.

Tea has been examined on three former occaaions, under the Adulteration of Food

Act. In April 1891, a collection of 68 samples was made, and submitted for analysis

to the late Profeesor Kenrick of Winnipeg. His report will be found in Bulletin No.

ii published in June, 1891. None of the samples were declared to be adulterated,

although about 6 per cent are classified as "doubtful." Professor Kenrick's report is

valuable mainly on account of certain investigatory work contained in it. Thus, he has

(ieuonstrated that the so-called domestic met^tod of infusing tea, while leds fully removing

the total soluble matters than is the case with ordinary laboratory methods, yields

fairly constanf- and comparable resulta, if carried out according to a definite modut ; and

extracts the Theine with much greater relative completeness than the Tannin, a matter

which is of importance in the household. The following figures are instructive and

important :
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OoMBHTio Method or ixtbaction

(KlMBICK.)

Naof
Minplei.

Total
Extractive.

Theine. Tannin.
No. o( Total

samples. EUtractive.
Theine. Tannin.

i

1

Hhck ti'aa (averages). 44

'iron teas (averagen) 19

1

81 89

39 92

247

214

13 S3

19 47

23 ; 23 66

7
j

31 3S

2-73

2 4«

629

949

XoTK.—The results given undt r Laboratory Methods are quoted from Hassall,

liattsTshall, Bell, Dragendorffand others.

A second examination was made in 1904, when 73 samples collect«d throughout

Canada, were found to be genuine teas. 1 his report forms Bulletin No. 99.

A third collection was made in August, 1907, comprising 89 samples, of which 82

were pronounced genuine and 7 samples "doubtful." (See Bulletin No. 130).
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