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Business has brightened percoptibly, al-
though thero is a good deal of room for im-.
provement. It ia necdloss to dony that the
past six months at least have been trying on
business men and it witl boa fow weoks yut ua-
dor tho most favorable conditions beforo trade
recovers its usual clasticity  The number of
small failures, which have been quite out of
proportion to other years, is proof of the do-
preasion that oxisted. Spring has opoued beau.
tifully and tho prospeots are for nn oxtremoly
notivo scason,

During the week notice has been roceived
that all cluims for compensation by sealers
should be filed before a certain dute in the of-
fico of the customs, Viotorin. Tho alacrity
with which the responre to tho invitationcamo
was not atall surprising considering the time ths
sealerowners have beon waiting for the oppor-
tunity. So far, and it is bolieved the claims
aro all in, about forty statemeunts have beeo
fited uggro%atiug $500,009. If all theso
claims are fally cocogunized there will be very
little  **kick™ about the modus vivend,
aod from tho present ountlook tho soalers
would no doubt accept another modus vivendi
with compensation attached, ia liou of the
profits for the present season.

The project of exhibiting the old Beaver at
the World’s Fair is hanging fice. It may be
that the fact that a prophet has no honor in
his own country applies in more senses than
ono, for British Columbians have in no way
eathused over the scheme aud the promoters
have had to go to the other side to got the
stock subscribed. The object is, of conrse, to
make mocey by chargivg an admittance fee to
scc tho first steamer that ever rouaded the
Horu iato tha Pacific ocean, aud then dispose
of the hull to somo historical or some other
socioty at the olose of the exhibition. Asa
commercial proposition it may pay, but from a
provincial point of view it is a pity that wo are
being vobbed of all our objoste of peculiar
interest by the Americauns, and to the United
States archacological and other scientific in.
stitutions we will soon have to go to sce or
tostudy the landmarks of our vwa history.

Reports from New Westminster Slate Quarry
company are to the effect that the guarry

opened up recently at Jarvis  Iulet
is doing well. A newspaper item ssys:
“Slates aro now coming dowa from

the Jorvis Julet quarries at tho rate of two
scow loads per week and the company have or-
ders nhead for as much as they can produce for
ayear to come. Some doubts were held at ficst
about %ozting o market, but the superior quali-
ty of tho slate is working its own way. Tho
awne quacries, of which there are now about
five or six working, are doing well. The tend.
ency is the direotion of using mnore aud mure
stone in business blocks and public buildings.

fo shipping mattere have improved in Nao-
aimo very coasiderally, there being 22,000 tous
represented  there and at Departure Bay last
weck,  That means improvement in business
snd increase in output of coal, The Upton
steamers have not beon withdrawn between
Vietoria and Chioa, as roported. The Em.
grresscs are carrying large cargoes to and from

ancouver. the coast the Dinube and
Boscowitz ave making regular trips and trado is
doveloping. The steamer Premier rewains on
the Whatcam route, instead of going to Alaska
as was reported. Twosteamers, the Aurora and
City of Navaimo, are now making the West.
miuster and Naoaimo route, Botween

Vancouver and Nanaimo the Cuteh does
a steady aud growing tfade.  The
Frasor river steamers will be on the route up
to Chlldiwhack agaio in o fow days, and it is
thought the Union Stcamship Company will
onter tho ficld, at least as fur as Westmiuster,
from Vancouver. Tho little Tolephone is again
running from Wostminster to lower Frasor
points, Se¢voral nv'v gteamers havo been built
avnd are undor construction for general coasting
and local trade, while the Sound cauncotion,
and tho San Franclsco routes are maintained
upintorruptedly. A new steamship lino with
Portland has been establishod. Navigution on
the Columbia and interlor lak-s has been
opened and with tralo commuanication on tho
Columbia & Kootonay aud Shuswap & Okaua.
gan railways, ull tho arteries of traffic may now
be uaid to be under full swing. Tho British
ship Thermopylao has acrived at Victoria with
a cargo of rico for the Victoria rico mils from
Bankok. The Norwegiaa barque Iugrid has
beon chartered to load lumhor at Moodyville
for Australia, and the German ship Palawan
to load at the Hastings mill for the Southiwest
coast, Tho Britich barque Glonbervio with
634,810 foot of lumbor for Squiquie and tho
British barque India bonad for%nlpurniso have
co.r{;pleled their cargoes of lumbor at Hastings
mills.

In  mining thore nothing
to regort oxcopt that minors are go-
ing into the ¥ootenay countey and the
advico of those already in is for prospectors not
to be in too great & hurry as it will be some
timo yot before work under favorable conditions
can be prosacuted. The contract for testing
for coal in Surrey near tho Yaloroad has beon
lot to Sergeant Godfroy, who with a staf of
mon, has commenced operations. It will not
bo surprising if he is disappointed in not find-
ing %oal at o depth of seventy feot as ho antici-
pated. K

The legislative assembly of British Columbiw
is proseccuting its work with a fair amount of
speed and as usual with most hodies of tho
kind the “ins® and “‘outs” are conteading
strenuously with oach ather.  The feature of
last week’s proceedings was the introduction of
two bills dealiag with the Crofter schems, one
as a coloniz ition and the other as a commercial
prosect. This in relation to the material inter-
ests of the province is the most important
measure or nessures of the session. They
have been brought dowa under government
suspices, and as the admiunistration is toler-
ably sure of its position thore is every proba.
bility of their carrying.  Unfortunately, lines
are divided in regard to it on political basis
rather, than as to its economic merits or de
morits. If the scheme, however,proves success-
ful, a8 thero is every reason to believe on the
priuciples laid down it will bave re-
sults very far vreaching and  will
memorializo the present session of Parliament
as having performed as great o work as any of
its predecessors since Confederation (for if tho
successful development of tho deep sea fishing
means anythiag it means, ii we keep in view
the industrial imporsance of the Atlantic coast
fisheries, a population of 50,000 or more ulti-
mately eogaged in that pursuit, with a vast
expenditure of capital and a wonderful ex-
pausion of our export trade. The scheme, as
olllnlincd ia the two bills in question, briefly is
this:

1st, in the matter of col aizition the Imperial
Goverament haviag agreed to advance the sum
of §130,000 to aid ia tho settlement of the
crofters in British Columbia ; by the bill in
question the local government is authorized to
conclude arrangements for the scttlement of
not over 1200 familics'on the west coast of
Britigh Columbia, and to borrow said sum in
instalments of £50,000 cach, each loan to be
made upon the completion of tho expenditure
of the preceding instalment, the province
having tho power to terminate the arrange-
moents at any timo should it appoar that
adequato success has not attended the veature,
Inlorest at 3 por cent. por annum is to bo

is noew

chargod and paymont back for which deben-
tures muy bo isaned, is to be begun five
years fron tho date of cach wdvanco
and oxtond over a period of 25 years. s
crotion ts left with the Lieutenant Givernnr:in
Council as to the carrying out of tho details.

2ad, Thoe other Dbill ia entitlol au not to on-
courage the deop sea fisheries of British Col.
umbia. It provides for tho formation of a
commercial company with not less thau five
milllon dollurs capital for this purpose, which
has beoun incorporated in Ingland uader the
name of the Vancouver Island Duvelopment
Syndicate, Ltd., aud the oute-ivg into of
arraugements therowith. The ohject of the com.
pany is to carrv on the general huesiness of fish.
ing.aiding thecolonizationof thacoast with fishor-
men by tuenishing the colonists with employ-
ment and providing suitab’e requiraments,
purchasing their fish, the ecstahlishment of
industrics contingont upon ths developmont
of deep sea fishing anl the doiog of many
other things relating theroto, Tho company
in queation is to receive a grant of not muro
than 500,000 acres of land on the west coast of
Vancouver Island, on islands and ports of
islonds adjacent and on thoe west coast of tho
Mainland  as far north as Fort Simp-
son. Theso lands are to be survoyed at the
company’s exponse snd selected from thme
to timo subject to the conditions and torms of
the act, and to be oxempt for ten “yeirs from’
tazation. As o guarantec of gond faith the
company is to deposit the sum of $100,000 with
the governmeunt, the same to be returned on
prouf of permanent improvements having beed
made equal to that sum. The date of the
formation of tho company is to bo not later
than the 3ist of Decembeor, 1892 ; the surveys
are to bo completed in thrés years and 100,000
acres the first year after formation.

The natural objections raised to the proposal,
the importance of which is evident on its face,
arc: 1, colonization companies haive usually
been a failure; 2, the assistance of an industry,
which properly should be private, by govera-,
ment lauds aud cash subsidies; 3, the umport
ation of assisted labor, which is likely to come
into competition with that of our own.popula.,
tion; 4, the grauting of so much land to a pri-
vate company; 5. the undesirability of the
Crof.crs as eettlers; 6, lack of security that
the conditions will bo complied with.
“heso and other arguments ave being
isaued aod will be used to oppose the schamy,
The  oproject is, hpwever, of an
unusual character to which these objections do
not apply when fully understood. That the
Crofter scheme will be o f{ailure, founded on
the non-success of many other colon‘zing vro-
jects, is not & proper presumption, if the con-
aitions aro favorable to saccess as they certain-
ly are in this case. The trouble with most
colonies has been that tho coloaists were-noy
surrounded by the facilities for making..a
living, aad left to their own resources in a
strange land they naturally stranded. Not sp
here.  Tho whole proposition summed up is
simply this: The deop sea fisheries of British
Columbia are immensely rich in resource ; but
80 far are almost wholly undeveloped, notwith-
standing the province as a colony i8 over thirty
yearseld. To carry on the industry success-
fully trained fishermen are necessary, fast
steamers, a comprehensive cold storage systom,
land for fishing stations and the maintenance
of a considerable papulation and ‘capital $uffi.
cient not only to forco tha castern markets
against the combiny, but to keep the pioject
on its feot for several years nutil it can be made
vemunerative. This must be regarded as o
huge undertaking for private parties to under-
take and development in that way must
necessarily ve slow. Thelands to be givea are
comparatively useless for other purposes and in
auy event can only be made more valuablo by
a population dependini upon fishing. The
Crofters ave fishermen by instinct, arcused to
just such conditions as they will ind on the.
north-west coast, and as we have no similar
population they cannot enter into competition.



