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BassiniOs lias brightoned percoptibly, al-
thlugh thora la a gond deal of recul for les-
provement. IL la lneedicas te deny that the
past six meonthte at lenti have hecen trying on
business incai and It wvit boa fow wveoke yet un-
dur tho triot favorable conditions before tritde
recovers Its usuel ciabtioity Tho nunaber of
amiaîl faillirent whicla lI"ve heurn qulte ont cf
proportion ta other Yeats, l% Prout of tho do-
pression that extited. Spring lias openced beau-
tifully and the prospects are for %ha oxytriamoly
active eason.

Dîîring the ivck notice lias beau recoived
th'tt ait daims for compensation by sealcrs
shoiuid bu filed heote a certain date ln the of-
face of tho oustoms, Victoria. The aiacrity
wath whichi the responre, ta the invitationcamo
wua fot ataîll srprising cousidleritig thé timae the

eelrweehave beou w'aitig fur the eppor-
tianity. So £or, and it je héiievod thé dlaims
ar-O ail in', about forty etatements have bean
filed aggrogating So00,0 00. If ail these
0oasar fîîily recngnized thora will ho very
littie "'kick" about tlîêî mod.ai vivendi,
and tu-arn the prescnit ontlook the &calers
woîîld ne doubt accept another modus vivécndi
with compensation attached, la lieu of the
profits for tice procrint nuan.

The projeot of exhibitiog the oid Beaver at
the WVorid'e Fair le hanging Bu-o. It may bé
thaï; tho tact that a prophet has no hover in
his ewn country applies ini more senses thon
one, for British Columbians have tri ne wvay
entlîueed over the achaine sud the promoters
have ad te g o te the ether saida ta goL the
stock subscribed. The object ia, of coiirse. te
maake inooey hy chargiug an admittance fee te
ste thé firet steamer that evor rouasded thé
ira linte the. P.acifieoecean, aud Lhane dispose

cf thic hull to Borme historical or sarne oather
séocicty ai the closeoef thé exhibition. As a
comnmercial proposition ht may pay, but tenus a
provincial point of vtew it le a pity that we are
bcbng robbed of ail onr objeute of peculiar
initcu-et by the Amoricane, and te tho United
States archaccoiogical and other ecientifio in.
stitutions we ivili toeas bave ta go to sec or
te study the le.ndmarks of our uwn history.

Reports from New Westminster.iate Quarry
comapany arc te the eftect thtit the quearry
openlei up recntly at Jarvis miet
la doing iveil. A nawapaper itemi 8&a:
'«Siates are nowv comsitg down front
thé Jorvig Inlet quarriefi at the rate of two
scow laids per week and the compiny bave or.
trs ahead fer as intcts as ttey eau produco for
a yca,*tacorné. Some deubte were hold astfirt
bout getting a Maorket, but the superior quali.

ty of tMé siata is worlcing uts ewa way. The
atone quarrios, of which tbère are now about
five or six îvorking, are deing wéil. The, tend.
eney le the dice"îien of uslng more and mure
atone in business blocks and publie buildings.

lu shipping mattera havé iimproved in Non-
ainio very consideratiy, thora heing 122,000 tons
represcnîedl thora and ot Daparture Bay last
weck. Thot muant iuprovement in business
and increase in output of coal. The Uptons
steamers bave not Lacera withdrawa botween
Victoria and China, as reported. The E-vs

reesara carrying large earguas to and fruits
Vauýcou1ver. Up the coast thé Dienuhé and
B03eoîvîtz are maiting régniar trips and trade la
develeaping. The steamer Premier remains ou
the WVlatcuil route, inetead cf goiuig to Alaska
ns avas reportedl. Twosteamerq, the Aurora and
Çîty of iN»anaimo. are uow nakiog tbo 'ýVest-
miester nd Naoe route. lleswecen

Vancouver andi Nanaimto the Matois dace
a stcady and gu-owing tUade. Tîut
Fraser river steamtrs ivilt bo on th%! route upl
ta Clîýiliwliak sai n a fer (laye, and it lis
theusght the Union 8teaahlp Coîmpany %vill
enter tho field, at leant as fer os Westmnster,
frain Vancolivor. Tho littie TolepIloilo is again
running troin Wcttnins3tor to lower Fraiser
pointe. Scveral nt, ,v slcaince haves heurt built
and are undor construction for goneral coasting
and local traule, %while the Sound catonootlon,
and the San Franclaico routes are maintasincd
uninturraptedly. A new steanihip lino îveth
Portland hois boe catabllihod. Navigation on
the Colunibia and intorlor iaks9 lias beau
opened and witlc train communication on the
Columbia & iCootonay and Shusavan & Okatia-
gan mailways, uil the lorie cf traffic may now
bo isaldl te ho under foul swing. Thé Blritish
shlp Thermopylao lias arrivedl ai Victoria with
a cargo of rien for the Victoria rice malle froms
Binkek. The Norwvogian barque Ingrid has
beurs ohartared te loati lumbor nt bMoodyville
for Australia, and the Germen aship Palawan
te loadoat the Hastings MMl for the Soutbiwest
cenat. The British barque Gleubérvie îvith
034,810 fot of luinhor for Squiquie and the
British bar qn India banî fer Valparaiso have
complaielt L e cargoes of Inumboan at lIfastunge
mille.

In minling theoai nothing newv
!o rep-ort excopt that minore arts go.
ing into thé iCooteaay eouîntry and the
advins of those alrcady luisa for proîpeotars saut
te hébu tee great a hurry as it will he sorte
time yot beloe work under favorable conditions
can hé prosentud. The contract, for teating
for cool in Surrey sitar thé Yole reail has beurs
lot to Sorgeant Godfroy, who jylîle a latail cf
mon, nas comineuiced operations. It will unt
bo surpriaiug if hle disappoita1 lu not find-
ing coal ai c, dopth of seventy foot as hé autici-
pated.

The iegieiative asscrnbly of British Coiumbi*
ie prosecuting iLs work th a foir aiunt of
speed and as usuial with mnts bodies cf the
kinti thé "!ns" aud llenta" are coutending
atrenusousily with oach other. Thé fenture ef
meti îvek's proceedings was the introduction of
two bills deattug wviîi the Crotter suoérnas, oe
as a çelouta %ien an(! the othor as a commercial
preseot. This lu relation te thé material inter-
este o! thé province is the mnost important
measure or ineaitures o! the sessiou. 'rhey
bave. beurs hronglit. down under goverumns
auspices, and ais the administration je toler-
nbly sure o! its position thore le evory probia-
biiîy of their carrying. Unfortunateiy. lines
are divided in regard te i on political basis
rather, thon os te its oenomie mernte or (le
mérita. If the schome, howevei,proves sucems-
ful, at there le evory reason ta helieve on the
pritacipies laid dewn it will have re-
sulie very faor reaching and 'vill
rnemorahzo the présent sesbion of Parliamont
as hoaving perforînet as greot a work as any of
[ta predecessors since Confederation (for if tho
succesiful develepmreni of the deopa sea fishing
incans anything it. meaus, il ire kcep in vicir
the industrial imporzanceocf the Atlantic coasi
ftherles, a population of 50,000 or mote ulti-
înotely engaged in tit pursuit, with a vast
expenditure of capital andi a wonderful ex-
puanaient of our export tracta. Thé echierue, as
outlined in the two bille in question, briefly a
this:-

let, in the matter cf col niition tho hînparial
Goverumeni having agrced te advance the sun
of $150,000 te aid in tho aiéttiemeut cf thé
cref tors ini British Columbia ; by the bll lu
qutatien the local goveruamont le aiotiorizedl te
conoîndu arrangements for the settlement o!
net ever 1200 famiie&cu the ireet cnat of
British Columbia. and te borrow said sumn hn
instaiments of £;0.000 each. each lean te be
made upon thé completion e! the exprmndituro
of the prcoding instalinent, thé province
having tfe power te Lerminate the arrange-
monts at any time ehonld i appoar thaï;
adequoto succeas bas net aîtcndcd the venture.
Ilarcét ait 3 por cent. per auuma is te bu

chorged anal passntn bok for which deheis-
titres mmcv ha fenouil, la te ho boguti livél
yeox-s f ro n tho daote oi cacha etvanne
antI oxtend over a pericd of 25 yena. Diîs
crotion ta le! t iritti tho Lieutenant G ivertiîor-in
Concil as te tho oarrying ouît nt the dotali.

2nd, The othcr bll ils enturlo i au si taL en-
courage thea deop sesfatteries of Britishi Col-
umbia. [t provitles for the formation of a
commercial company witiî not lue thon fiye
milion dollars capital for tilis purposo. which
libu ie nnroortited lin Rngleand under the
naine cf the Vanicouver lisloud Davolopinent
Synlicato, Ltd., and the eîîte-iî.V ite of
auraanieeîts therowith. The ci-jeci cf the coin-
pany se to carry on thé geiccrai 1huginesi of fllh-
iîîgoid ing tieecolon izit ion of tiicouestw il tli iiler-
mnrs hy turniahilir te colinisa with empioy-
men t rend providing suitaha' r' quiram'mîitza.
purchasing their fBah, tho eîtalllirlîtnéit of
industriles contingent upon thi-) duvei.pilleni
of deci pnon flshitug an) 1 the doing of uîîany
oticer things melating theréto, The coinpany
in question fs te roceive a grant of nec mura
iiati, 500.000 acres of land on the West Gant ef
Vaincouver Island, on islande andi ports o!
Islionds adjacent and on the %vent ccciii ef thé
Mainland as for north as Fort Simp-
son. Thune lands ar-e te ho snrvcyed ot thé
coenpany's ex panse and selectèi( fraine ttma
tetim anotiejaci te thé conditions and Ltrai of
tlîe oct, aicd to bé exempt for ten 'ye.rs freîn'
taxation. As a guarantec of gond faith thé
coînpany la ta deposit tlîe soin of $100,00l0 mith
the gevernment, the saine to hu roturned ou
rouf cf permanent impu-ovements having becau

mnate eqiiol te that sttns. Thé data of thé
fornmation cf tiha corn pauy je te lie taot Inter
than thé 31[st cf Decémbar, 1892 ; thé sîîrvaya
are te ho compalotedl la thrte yeares anti 100,0
acres tha fu-at year lifter fermation.

The noturai objections raitséti te thé ptepostàl,
the importance of whichis oe vident ou ia face,
au-o: 1, coloniztion coiepauhies hive usaaly
been o failure; 2, the assistance of ail industry,
evhich prnpeu-iy ehould ho priv.îto, hy geveru-.
ment lauda aud cash subsidies;, 3. the import
ation ef assiateti iabor, wiîich is likciy te coma
intoe cenîpotition with that cf our ovin poputa.,
tien, 4. the grautiug of bo much landl te a pri-
vato company; 5. the undasirabiiity cf thé.
CrofLcrs as tettiura; 6, lack of secîirity that
the conditions will, ho coînpiieh with.
'1htsa and cather arguments are heivug
isaued ant i li ho usecl te oppose the achémq.
TLhe project le, however, of au,
nuisual. chou-cter te %vhich thune objections dIo
net apply wvhen fuiiy understood. Th )t tiie
Crofter achae ili b a faiînre, fouuulel ou
the non-seeccesa of many other ceinnezùeg pvo-
lects, in net a proper prestimption. if the con-

itions are favorable te succesb as tlbey certain-.
iy ara lu this caoe. The trouhlo evith mosicolonies bas heurt thaï; tho colouns wroenot
surrounded by the fuccilitles for- malîing_ïa
living, and left te théir own raoierces in a
strange land they uaaturaliy etu-atded. Not se
bure. The îvholo proposition sommed i -? le
simply this: The deap tee, fisherîca of British
Couia sre immrensoly riaih ina resourco ; but
au far are olînosi wholly ndtvoioeét, netwith-
standinge tIlé povanco as a eoInny is ever thirty
ycare l. Tor carry on thé întitstrysaucues-
fully trahued fishemmen are necessary, futi
steamers, n comprahensivO cold storage system,
lancd for fighing statiotns and thé maintence
cf a considerabie poýpîiotion and 'cajiiai èifll-
cient net only tu fou-ca thi ese-n Mnarkats
againsi the combine, but te kmop *.he piejeci
en its tect for soveral ycirs until it eau ho mode
temnorative. This muet ho re.gardet as, a
huge nndemt&ioing for private parties te undûr,-
taise and devclopmcnt it Liant way muat
uecessaaiiy io sluow. The.lac 'ds to.be given are
eompau-atively usélesa for othér purposes and in
any ceet con enly hé ruade more vraiuaoio by.
a population dapending upon fishing. The
Crofters ara fishicimen hy instinct ara .used ta,
just encis conditions as tliey will tend ou the
north-west ceast, andi as we hava ne .zimilar
population L'cey cannai enter lutta conrapetition.,


