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WVI-IO IS TO BLAME?
Eit.r l'fil % I R A D peu) P im~i, R:

1)xîsîît, -Tuhe iollowinig fron, The Brockville Recorder
wiII hé ireaë wiîlî inîecrest rio doubt by your rnany subscribers:

Il1A printing Iirim, Broughi & Co., failed in TIoronto yester-
day witb liabilities of $î6,ooo and practically nio assets. Good
I)rinting is heing done too cheaply in most cases these days.
People want first.class work for second-class prices. Thle jour-
nal discovered this wlhcn il was i the job-printing business
somle years igo, and got out of it. Another trouble in tie busi-
ness is that tire press, type and paper manufacturers seeni ready
to give big credit to every new printer who starts in business,
whether lie lias capital or brains or îîeitlîer. This is unjust to
tire older firnis. Last year and the ycar before there ivas failure
after failure iii the printing business in Toronito, aîîd nMost
people interested thouglit liat a more conservatile course wotîld
follow on tire part of the type-founders and paper-niakers wlio
sullered losses b>' the failures; but the I3rougli failure seemns 10
show tuat they have not leariled eitiier justice or wisdom.
Tiierc niust be a lîuge profit iii the price of type and printers'
equipment in general, iii the cases where the manuifacturers are
paid.'

Il The above is takeiî from 'l'lie Ottawa journal anîd places
the case pretty accurately. I>riîîîiîg niatter lias a value, aîid so
long as those etigaged in tue business pay for Ilîcir type, pafier,
ink, and tlîeir cmployes' wages, tlîat value lias to be secured iii
prices clîarged customners. Wli less tirait value is cliarged sorte
person is beingdefrauded. Eitiier tue type and press dealers or tire
paper sellers are îîot being paid, or tie hard.working employes
who performi tlîe work iii connection with priîtîng, are being
clîeatcd out of whîat justly beloîîgs t0 thieij. hI ejîlier case a great
wrong is beiig perpetrated. It is rio wonder tliere are scores
of failures amoiîg tic prilîters of Toronto, for il could trot be
otherwise. Tfire Recorder has personal knowledge of Toronto
firms offeriîîg to accept pritîting contracts in Brockville for less
than tire cost of the ulank paper, and it also knows of one or
twvo coaîtracts beîng taketi on whiclî, if the printers and wholc-
sale men got îlîeir pay, tiiere wvas ccrtainly a loss of from io to
15 per cent. It is a significant fact tlîat nearly ail îlîis kind of'
thîiig is donc iii tlîe viciîîity of Oîîtario's capital, and tlîat centre
furnislie- more insoivent printers tlîan ail tlie rest of Canada
combined. The Recorder buys its type, presses and paper as
chcap) as any lîouse in Canada, auid it pays its employes a trifle
more wagcs than are 1)aid in most towns the size of l3rockville,
aîîd it will do as The journal did, throw out tlîe job priîîîing
part of the business if it cannot be conductcd on a business
basis. TI'le job printing departmieîît of Tire Recorder lias faci-
lites for doiîîg aIl classes of work îlîat are used by thie business
houses of Brockvillc, niid it is anxious to secure aIl the work
available au fair prices, but it lias nio desire to get on tlie route
to thie goal of iiisolvency, reaclied by s0 many Toronto printing
lîouses, neitlier lias it anr ambition to defraud tlîe piper, press
or type men, nor to rob the printers who labor liard every day,
iii order Iliat somehody may g(t a printiîig job for less than its
value."

%Vill The journal and 'T le Recorder please sày from whom
thiey purcliase thîeir type, presses, ink and paper? Are they in
t!îe samie boat witli a promilielt printer-pays cash for every-
thing lie buys-wlîo stopped me on tlîe street tire other day and
expressed a hope that PRINTER AND PUIi1.1,SIEk would jump on
the Brough Prinîting Co. with boîli fée. 'Tli single question
I askced broughit out the fact iliat lie bought aIl of [lis supplies
from tire vcry people who are the he:avicst creditors in tlie pre.
sent failure. Now, in the nîaine of goodniess, wlio is to blanie for
the present failure ? I do not îlîiîk it is Nfr. Brougli. It is the
man who can afford to be indepeîîdent and buy where he
pleases that is responsible for the rotteli condition of the print-
ing trade iii Toronto and its demoralization iii other Canadian
chies. The printers' supply nien must li% et as well as the employ-

ing printers, and if the former are flot givcn to understand
tîxat îlîey must not open competing offices, îlîey arc at liberty
to selI as mucu as tlîcy like and on whatever terms îlîey like. If
Mr. Brougli liad flot sense eîîouglî t sec îlîaî he %vis incapable
of niîaging a large printiiig business, tire printers' supply men
slîould, have pointed out that facî to lîim and tire master I)rinters
of Canîada should have seen thiat tlîe supply men did so. The
sul)ply inen will flot h)rotect the lîundrcd-cent-on-the-dollar-man if
lie does îîot endeavor t0 protect liimself. %Vliy has flot the Cana-
diaii Press Association or tlîeT'oronto Employiîîg Printers' Asso-
ciation taken the malter ut) P It is well known Iliat aiiyone can go
to Miller & Richards, Toronto Type Foundry, Canada Printing
Iîîk Co., Buntin, Reid S, Co., and sometimes Westman & Baker,
anid gel ail thc material they require without paying down one
cent. Thiis is certainly flot fair, but we ask again : Who is to
blaîne? Sinîply tlîe mari who cati afford to dictale terms and con-
ditions aîîd docs nal do so. Your apprentice aîay leave you t0-
nîorrow, anîd iiext day you nîay find hîim in uîext door witlî a
comîplete plant.

What do lirinters' supply men care about youi Absolutcly
notlîing. Do you suppose tlîe wlîolesale dry goods, grocery or
hardware lîouses of Canada would be allowed 10 selI as the
priuîters' supply men seil ? Not much. As I said before, you
have yourselves to blame. Force these supply houses to your
termis by refusing to purcliase froni thîm. l>RINTER AND Pull-
LýisiiF.R told us two or thîrce years ago thiat Buntimi, Reid & Co.,
under utue management of Alexander Buntin, were going t0 re-
form ; thiat they liad been great simîners in the past. %Vill somtit
oîîe please tel1 nie if thet reformation lias set in, as I should like
t0 join in the IIHallelujali chorus." In conclusion, if printers
wlio cani afford t0 do so will refuse 10 buy from Iliese supply
mcii, the disease is cured.

Respcctfuhly yours,
KINGSTON.

CANADIAN BLO'ITING PAPER.

Tlie E B. Eddy Co., Hull, are now turning ouI a very
superior blottiîîg paper. Little, if any, blotting paper bas been
Made '11 this country, arnd, according Io simples receivcd, the
E. B3. Eddy Co.'s make will compare wcIl with the imporîed
article.

A NEWV COVER PAPER.

flicl "Defender " cover paper is a novclty îately inlroduced
into tlîe market by au American manufacturer. It has sprung
mbt popularity in tlîe States, and promises to do the samne here.
The paper cones iii regular cover paper SiZe, 20 X 25, in various
colors and wcighits. By a special arrangement, Buuîtin, Gillies
& Co., Hamiilton, are in a posiuioni t0 sel the goods at the same
price in Canada as tie paper dealers in tire United States selli k.
The firm offers t0 send samples t0 any one intercsted.

TH'uE CA'JADIAN PRINTER AND) PUBL1ISHER for February was
a special Press Association number, arîd particularîy attractive
aîîd iîîîeresting. Every Caniadian publisher shîould have it;
we don't nieanl that number oîîly, but this up.îo.date prilîters
journal riglît along.-Markdale Standard.

Mr. 'f. H-. Butler, formerly of The Straîford Herald and
'imes, will take charge of the editorial deparîment of Tlîc
Chesley Free Press in future.
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