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dote of B3aron Powys, whio rctired fromi
the L3onch et the age of severîty-oight in
1726. The biographier says:

" XVith moderato intellectual ec1
he blild s office wits aeraec credit,
but was comnmenly lauighed at by the
bar for cemmoncing bis judgmonts with
'I huinhly cenceivo,' and. euforcing bis
arguments with 'Loch, (le yen sec.' Ile
as the roputed victiiu of Plïilip Yorlca's
badinage wlio, clining witls the judge,
and being pressod te name the subject of
the work which ho lied jolzinglyI said hoe
-was about te publish, stated tbat. it mias
a peetical version of Coke uipen Lyttle-
ton. As nothing would sati4f5 Sir Litle-
ton (the Baron) but a specimen o>f the
composition, Yorke gra vely recited,-

He tint holdetli ltii landsin fée
Nes(l iieither te shake nor te shiver,

1 hmnnbly coriceivo; for look, (Io you ç,ee,
They aro his and bis h eirs' for ever. "

We might bore have introduced the
judgment of Sir John Pratt about the
woman an< iber settlement, reported and
proscrvcd in a catch with which our
readers are familier.

0f Sir Thomas IRichardson, who wes
appointod Chief Justice of the Coîumon
Ploas in 1626, it is said that whiie attend-
ing, at the Assizes at Salisbury, a prisoner,
whom ho had condemned te death for
sorne felony, threw' a brickliet at bis
head; but, stooping at the timo, it only
kçnocked off bis bat. On bis friends con-
gratulating bini on bis escape hoe said,
'You sec, now, if I bad heen an uopright
judge 1 had beon slaine.' The additional
punishiment upon this offender is thus
curiously i'ecorded by Chief Justice Treby,
in the ruargîn of Dyer's Rleports (p. 188,
b) :-' Richardson, C. J. de C. BJ. at
Assizes at Salisbury in Sumner 1631,
fuit assamît per Prisonor la condemne pur
Felony, (lue puis son condomnation jeet
un J3rickbat a le dit Justice, que narrow-
ly mist. Et pur cee immediately fuit
Indicfmnent drawn pur Noy envers le
Prisoner, et son doxter marins ampute et
fixe ai Gilibet, sur que luy mesme imme-
diatoment bauge in presence de Court.'

Justice Shelley, in the sixteenth cenl-
tury, seems te have been somnewbat cf a
humourist on the iBonch. In a case
wbieh ho thoughît overlaboured beyond
ifs monits ho compared it te a lBanbury
cheese, which is wortb little in substance
wben the parings are eut off; for so this

case,' said hoe, ',*s brief, if tle suIperfin'ous
trifling wluich i.s on tlie pleadirugs be taken
awa.v.'

Chief Justice Tindal gveatly enjoyed a
joke. If is rclatcd tliat-

" One of the learned serjeants cerning
tee Lito for dirnner at tlie Serjeants' Iin
Hall found ne place leff for hM. Wbile
waiting for a scat, ' Howv new,' said the
Chiief Ju',tico,, 'whet's the matter, lirethIer?
Yeu look lîik ou et.tauding terni tliet's
unsatisfiod.' Of anoth er sorjeant ho was
asked whether hie tlioiýht bim a sod
lawycr. ' well,1 sir,' said ho, ' yen raise
a cloubtful peint, whotlier j'oetriïeg is un-
soundupss.' XWThon anether storrny leader
,was addressing a jury in the civil court
at Biuckingham, hoe spokce se lou-d that
the Chief Justice, whe was delivoring
his charge in tho Crimi-nel Court, en-
quircd what that noise was. On being
informed that Serjeant - wvas opening
a case, 'Very well,' said he, 'since Brother

-is openineq, I mutst sllot up'and
immediately erdered the deers betweeni
the two courts te be closed. The folIlow-
ing, theugh net strictly prefessienal, will
perhaps ha decmned quito as good. Whon
Lady Roelle, en her busband's death, -re-
fused te lot the houinds go eut, a learnod
serjeant askcd the Chief Justice wieher
there 'would ho aiuy harra if they were
allowful te do se with a pioco of crape
round their neeks. 'I can hardly think,'
said Sir -Nichelas, ' that OvOil the crapo is
necessary; if ought surely te have boon
sufficiorit that they wero in feu crg."

In days of yoro dissipation was carried.
on te an alarming extont among the uppor
classes, and meny of the brightest luinin-
arios at the bar and on the bench. wore
votarios te the provailing vice. The last
four of the Chief Justices of the King's
IBencb iii the reign of Charles Il . Scroggs,
Pemborton, Francis, and Jeffreys, inay be
cited as romarliable proofs of tho goîîeral
profligacy of the period. Tho Bishop of
Salisbury, anthor of the 'llistory of the
Reformatien,' seoing his son, aftorwards
a Justice of the Common IPleas, who wu~
thon leadirxg a dissolute life, nncommionly
grave, asked hima the subjeot of bia
thoughts. 'A greator work,' replied he,
' than your lordship's "llistory of the
iReformation." ' ' What is that, Tom 1'

'Myown reformation, my lord.' The
bishop exprossed bis pleasure, but at the
saine tine bis despair of it.
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