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Let us hope that no such motives really influenced the Great
Commoner.

This Old-World controversy seems to mie to prove that at the
time imperial theories were much more a subject of discussion than
is sometimes thought to be the case; and that the field was still held
by the advocates of an empire commercially self-contained. Not till
the American colonies had torn away, not till the attempt to carry
on the old system after their loss had resulted in futility and wide-
spread discontent, not till the nineteenth century, did the new idea
of an empire based on liberty rise above the horizon.
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