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the two forts, on each fide ofthat paflage, with as ma-
ny men as they could well contain, the greateft part of

them armed with pikes and match-lock mufkets.

Thefe garrifons afFefted to (hew themfelves, as much
as poffible, to the fhips, and were doubtlefs intended

to mduce Mr. Anfon to think more reverently than

he had hitherto done of the Chinefe military power

:

for this purpofe they were equipped with extraordi-

nary parade, having a great number of colours ex-

pofed to view •, and a foldier of unufual fize, drefled

in very fighrly armour, ftalked about on the parapet,

with a battle-axe in his hand, endeavouring to put
on as important and martial an air as poiTible though

fome of the obfervers on board the C jnturion fhrewd-

Jy fufpec^ed, from the, appearance of his armour, that

infteadof fteel, it was compofedonly of a particular

kind of glittering •"'per. ^

The Centurion and her prize being now without

the river of Canton, and confequently upon the point

of leaving the Chinefe jurifdidion, I beg 1'. ave to

fubjoin a few remarks on the difpofition and gtnius

oi that celebrated people.

That the Chinefe are a very ingenious and induf-

trious people, is fufficiently evinced, from the great

number of curious manufadtures which are e'a-

blifhed amongft them, and which are eagerly fought

for by the moll diftant nations -, but though flvill in

the handicraft arts feems to be the moft valuable qua-

Hfication of this people, yet their talents therein are

but of a fecond rate kind •, for they are much out--

done by the Japanefe in thoiC manufaftures, which
are common to both countries j and they are in nu-

merous inftances incapable of rivaling the mechanic

dexterity of the Europeans. Indeed, their principal

excellency feems to be imitation •, and they accord-

ingly labour under that poverty of genius which
conltantly attends all fervile imitators. This is moft

confpicuous in the works which require great truth

and accuracy, as in clocks, watches, fire-arms, &c.
for in all thefe, though they can copy the different

parts.


