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thing like reafons in my apprehenfion. Such
principles muft make every body love the heart

that produces them ; but I am afraid, that too

great indulgence in thefe cafes is apt to breed

many irregularities. It is a fadl, I know, that

no odious Crown-profecutions were carried on,

during Mr. Pitt's adminiftration,-by his friend

the Attorney General ; but that is not enough

;

no illegal arrefts fhould have been made by that

Minifter, nor General Warrants iflued in any
cafe whatfoever for the feizing of perfons and
papers without naming any body, nor even for

the feizing of papers (altho' the perfon were na-

med) in the cafe of a libel. Otherwife, the ufage

of a fecret Office may hereafter come to be al-

leged, by one fet of people, for the law of the

land, and be candidly admitted by others -^who
afFedl moderation, and never diredtly oppofe or

condemn any thing from a throne) to be a juftifi-

cation« Whereas all lawyers know full well,

that nothing purely illegal can, in law, be jufti-

fied ; nay, the law-maxim goes fo far as to fay,

Jgnorantia legh non excufat^ as every man is expe<4-

cd to know the laws of his country : and yet cir-

cumftances of ignorance, hafte, inattention, and

cuftom, will make any Gentleman, or Court, af-

ter co'nvi(Sion and condemnation, readily confent

to pafs a flight cenfure, and fet a fmall fine upon
a penitent culprit ; that is, in reality, to indem-

nify, by excufing from puniihment 5 in fliort, to

pardon, as far as may be, provided the perfon,

upon whom this breach of the law was com-
mitted, be no great fufFerer thereby. A. Jury
ex debito jujiitia, muft find a man guilty, if the

criminal charge againft him be completely pro-
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