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prominence tlie great navii^ators already mentioned, includ-

ing^ the men whose names and exploits we are assembled to

honor and commemorate.

The people of the United States have j^rown to be a na-

tion of the first rank in power, in wealth, in enlightened

intelligence, and in prosperity. Our form of government,

founded upon the eternal principles of liberty, governed by

law, the e(iuality of men and liberty of religious conscience,

that we have amply demonstrated the powers of self-govern-

ment by the people, without the bunleii of standing armies

to keep the peace. We think our forefathers did wisely in

divorcing the chm-cii from the state, ;ind that time has now

shown the world that peo])le of all manner of religious opin-

ions may dwell tog^'ther in i)eace and harmony, and that

our system an 1 means of education make strong and secure

the family, the church, and the state. In receiving the price-

less inheritance, our people mu^t re.ilix.e the solemn and

binding obligation which binds us to keep and preserve all

our dear institutions, pure and intact, embellished in all their

parts and principles, for all succeeding geuirations.

And now. imbued with the patriotism that is proper and

becoming the occasion, we, without ostentation or pageant,

without trumpet, drum or fiddle, in the absence of monu-

ment of either stone or brass, devote a passing hour in re-

membrance of the men whose names suggest this pleasant

duty, and the four hundredth anniversary of their discovery

of the land we possess in great peace and abundant pros-

perity.
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