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from that moment tlio children of tlie Cliiirch, in the person of

St. Jolin, took Iter to themselves as their motlutr. As our

heavenly ^lother she will not he ne<];lectful of our spiritual in-

terests. The mother cannot forget the child of her womh.

Unlovely and repulsive he may look to others, hut they do not

re}j;ard him with a mother's eyes. He may have lost the in-

nocence and moral heauty of his hoyhood, he may have hecome

a hardened criminal and he ostracised and shunn(!d hy his fel-

low-men, hut as lon^' as his mother lives he has one true, con-

stai^t and undyin}^ friend. He may hecome an outlaw and he

hidden away from the haunts of men, hut as long as^ his mother

has a roof to cover her he will there nnset the warm welcome, and

hright smile, and the comforting word,w1i(!n he conies home again.

Even tiiough he should hreak her heart, yet will she cling to him,

and even though human justice should for his crimes condemn

him to an ignominious death the mother will stand under the

shadow of the scaffold to I'eceive his last sigh and to utter a

[)rayer and a henediction for the soul that is gone. Deep and

hroad as the unfathomed sea is the mother's heu' t with its

mighty love and undying affections. Now, the jilessed Virgin is

the hest of mothers, she is deeply interested in our welfare, and

she never ceases and nevei' will cease to plead for us with her

mother's voice until all the elect chihh'en of God shall he gathered

into their eternal home. The Rosary, therefore, must necessarily

he a most powerful and eflica.cious form of prayer, and such it

has always heen found to he, snice its tii-st use in the life and

history of th(! Church, (lenerations and generations of our

('atholic fathers have heen sanctified hy the use of the Kosary,

their hearts hest wislies and souls aspirations lia.ve reachd to

lieaven on the wings of its prayers, tlu? holy Church has tri-

umphed over its enemies through its instrumentality, and count-

less Catholic homes have heen hriglitened and hlessed hy the

contemplation of its mysteries and the recitation of its prayers.

Hence, our Holy Father Loo XHI. has enriched it with many
indulgences, and hy his supreme authority, as Yicar of Christ, has

most earnestly reconnuended its use to the faithful. We, there-

foi-e, earnestly exhort our people to make use of this venerahle


