
Ihj caimltlc of Htoaming twenty kiiotH, but what are

the limits of tlic voyage, and wliat in *'\e length of

time that you preaorilH) from port to port. How
many days and hours arc to he spent from tlie

point of dcjiarture till you roach (i^ichcc ?

SirlOHN A. MACDONALl). I do not wish
the Committee to understiind that we are limiting

ourselves to 20 knots. That was tlic proposition in

the contract, and when it was ma<lc, it was with

the nniterstamling that the vessel sliould he cai>al)lc

of attaining "it) Knots. We understand tliat a

vessel fit to do 2<) knots on the measured mile in

calm water, could not maintain tiiat average speeil

across the Atlantic. Tlie steamers running to New-
York making that average time, are running far

under their cai)al>ility, and, if we succeed inol)tain-

ing from a 'iO-knot vessel an average "pced across

the Atlantic of 18 knots, or sometliing less, tliat is

wiiat we ex|)ect to obtain. All we desire is to

have a steam line across the Athi'itic so fa.st that

the mails and passengers will not avoid the line

and go to New York, l)ut tliat we will have a tirsl-

class line, which, lioth as regards ])asscngers and
mails, will l)e sought by tlu! |)eople going acioss the

Atlantic, and a lino winch will fairly compete witii

the steamers going to New York, in sucli a way
that it may be considered we are figlitiug tlie

Imttle of transportation across the Atlantic on
ccpial terms.

Mr. HLAKK. With the advantages the New
York lines now have, ami tlie enormous competition,

and the magnificent vessels that liave come out

within the last two years, if tlie lion, gentleman
proposes to enter into coiripetition for tiie ))as-

seiiger travel with tiie New York steamers, the

proposition is something wilder than any scheme I

nave ever heard him propose.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRKJHT. If I liave

judged the hon. gentleman too harslily us to the

character of tiiis proposal and some otlier jiioposals,

I may remind him that he has made over and over

again promises to the House of a very extravagant

;haracter, to the non-fuUilment of wiiich we have
adverted more tliaii once. It does not lie witliin

the mouth of the hon. gentleman wiio made
the statement as to tlie population lie would
throw into the North-West, as to tiie results of

his land policy in tlie Nortli-West and a good
many other matters I could cite, to become
very indignant because we hesitate to believe

that his sanguine temperament has not again

misled him in the matter of tlie ocean ser-

vice. All who have crosseil the Atlantic

a good many times know very well there are vei-y

considerable practical ditticulties and a most enor-

mous increase of exjien.se in attempting such a fast

line as the hon. gentleman has described. I know
I am within tiie mark in saying tint in order to

get a vessel capable of steaming twenty knots as

against seventeen knots if not eigiiteen knots, you
have practically to pay twice as much. I may re-

mark to the hon. gentleman tliat the New York
craft, with whicli he expects to compete, do main-

tain over a great part of the voyage an axciage

speed of over twenty knots, as an examination of

their records will siiow. So if lie proposes to com-
pete with them, lie nuist not merely olitahi vessels

capable of doing twenty knots, but vessels cajiable

of maintaining that speed dui'ing an ordinary

Atlantic jNissage, at all events during the summer
season.

Ml'. FOSTKR. I should like to ask the hon.

member for West Durliaiit (.Mr. lUake) if Ids

remarks liave icference to a ^evciileen-knot line ?

He did not state wlietiier Ids attention at that time

was directed to a vessel or a line of vessels of

seveutcen-knots cajiacity, or wiiethcr he ]>roposed

an avtn-age voyage of sevcuteen knots from port to

jiort ?

.Mr. UL.-VKK. 1 think a scveiitecn-kiKit voyage

i^ the highest you can talk of on your line.

Mr. Mi^NKILL. I think there is perhaps some
little ini8ai)])rehensioii on the part of the Coiiimittee

as to the (^''ciglit which is carried by these ocean
greyhound. . When the subject was u]) for discus-

sion before, there were a good iiiaiiy coiillicting

statements made as to this matter. 1 took occasion

to a.sk the junior luembcr for Halifax (.Mr. Kenny)
early this Session to ascertain for me what was tlic

freight capacity of these vessels. Tiic hon. gentle-

man wrote to tlie agents of soiiuMif the i;oiiipiiliies,

and he su|)])licd me with the infoi'iiiation. I fiii<l

that in place of those ocean greyhounds not being
able to carry more freight tlian ti(HI or 7<HI tons as

suggested, the Jf(iJ</<tif and Ti iiloiiii' are ciipable

of carrying soniething like •2,(HH) tons of freight.

.Mr. lUwVKE. Certainly; they are vessels of

8,(KM)or it,(HH) t<ms.

Mr. McNKlLL. 'I'hc iiiipressiou in tlu; House
last Session was that the ocean greyjumiids were
callable of ciirrying not more than .")(HI or (HH) tons

of freight. It was so stated broadly.

Mr. IJLAKK. It depends on the length of your
ship.

QUKHKC HAHHOR IMl'ROVK.MKNTS.

Mr. RLAKK. The :Minister of Public Works
some time ago hail his attention ciilled l)y way of

a (|uestion to the earlier ]iortion of the interesting

r' relations which are from time to time enlivening

the |)ages of l.i i'ltiindioi. On tliiit occasi(Ui the
hon. Minister iici|uiesced in the suggestion that it

was projier to bring before the House such infor-

mation as existed in the archives of the

Dejiartment in resjiect to the matters wiiich are

touched upon and iillude<l to in these earlier

jiublications. They beeoiiie more interesting as

they jirocecd. ami this last batch of three letters,

themselves obviously left iiR'om])lete, themselves
obviously, from their context, only parts of other
correspomhmce, do atl'ord aiii)de warrant for that
view of their meaning attached to them, by
the hon. member for North A'ictoria (.Mr. Rairon).

They do not indeed implicate the Minister,

and the Minister lias told us, as we might
cx[)ect aii<l hope a ('aiia<liaii Minister Mdiild al-

ways be able to tell a ( 'anadian I'arliiiiiieiit, that he-

knew nothing whatever about it. Hut they have
been piibliit property for .se\eral days, and I know
not whether any kind friend may not have antici-

pated the i^tlbrts of my hon. friend the member
for North Victoria (.Mr. liarron), to put the

Minister in ]M)ssession of the fact that such
letters had been piililished, at an earlier <late.

Altliough the Minister knew nothing about
the matter, 1 should have been glad to

know from him distinctly if the reading of

those letters by my hon. friend the nieniber for
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