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sive agreement? Are tbey seeking to avoid Parliament on tbis
question?

Hon. Duff Roblin (Leader of the Government): Honourable
senators, 1 arn glad to tell my friend that tbe question of trade
witb tbe United States bas been receiving a good deal of
attention by tbe cabinet in the last lîttie wbile. 1 expect that a
statement wilI be made on this matter fairly soon altbougb 1
do flot bave a date in mind. If tbis statement is structured in
tbe way I anticipate it wilI be, I tbink most of my friend's fears
wilI be set to rest.

DELAYED ANS WERS TO ORAL QUESTIONS

Hon. Duff Roblin (Leader of the Government): Honourable
senators, I bave some delayed answers to questions.

STATUS 0F WOMEN
SENIOR GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS-REPLACEMENT 0F

FEMALE APPOINTEES

Hon. Duif Roblin (Leader of the Government): Honourable
senators, 1 bave a delayed answer in response to a question
asked in tbe Senate on May 30 last by tbe Honourable Senator
Marsden regarding senior goverfiment appointments-replace-
ment of female appointees:

(The answerfollows:)
In conversations witb Task Force staff, it was iearned

tbat efforts were made to include women on botb tbe
Private Sector Advisory Committee and on tbe various
special Study Teams. Most of tbe women wbo were
invited to participate were unable to accept. Tbis was, in
part, because invitations were made witbin a reiatively
short time before Study Teams were expected to, begin
work. Also, given tbe need for regional representation,
most potential team members were required to relocate to
Ottawa within a fairly sbort period of time. Tbe fact tbat
team members or their companies or organizations are
expected to donate their time may also be a contributing
factor.

Witb respect to tbe final seven Study Teams still to be
created, tbe Minister bas received assurances from tbe
Hon. Deputy Prime Minister that intensive efforts are
being made to ensure adequate female representation.
However, to date, very few women wbo were invited wiil
be able to accept. Again, apparently part of tbe problem
is tbe sbort notice. Study Teams being set up now will be
expected to work fuli-time tbrougb tbe summer and be
prepared to report in the early faîl. The announcement
concerning tbe membersbip of tbe new Study Teams is to
be made in tbe near future.

Aitbougb tbis matter is of great concern, it is boped
tbat despite the low female representation, issues of par-
ticular relevance to women will be incorporated in ail
aspects of tbe work of the Task Force. Given tbis Govern-
ment's commitment to improving tbe situation of women,

tbe Task Force will carefully consider the impact on
Canadian women of ail Task Force recommendations.

AGRICULTURE
SUGAR-BEET INDUSTRY-GOVERNMENT POLICY

Hou. Duif Roblin (Leader of the Government): Honourable
senators, 1 bave a delayed answer in response to a question
asked in the Senate on June 20 last by tbe Honourable Senator
Oison, respecting agriculture and the sugar-beet industry-
goverfiment poiicy.

(The answerfollows:)
Tbe Government bas been reviewing a sugar/sweetener

policy. It intends to announce a new policy in the near
future tbat will be acceptable to farmers, processors,
consumers and industrial users of sugar.

Tbe processing of the 1984 crop will continue until the
end of September. Ail equipment will be maintained and
kept in place for potential use in 1986. Packaging and
distribution of buik sugar will continue. Bulk sugar will be
shipped in from Vancouver and stored on site in tbe silos.

In tbe fali, a work sbaring programn wiil begin in order
to maintain as many of tbeir personnel as possible on
payroll so they will bave a full workforce available for tbe
1986 crop. Altbougb tbey are trying to minimize tbe
empioyment loss, tbere will be some lay-offs.

Tbe plant in Winnipeg will be functioning normally; an
estimnated 24,000 acres of beets have been planted in
Manitoba.

AVIATION DISASTERS
LOSS 0F AIR-INDIA AIRCRAFT-TOKYO AIRPORT EXPLOSION-

POSSIBLE ACTS 0F TERRORISM

Hon. Duif Roblin (Leader of the Goverument): Honourable
senators, 1 bave a delayed answer in response to a question
asked in tbe Senate on June 25 iast by tbe Honourable Senator
MacEacben regarding aviation disasters-loss of Air-India
aircraft-Tokyo airport explosion-possible acts of terrorism.

(The answerfollows:)
The Air India investigation is progressing systematical-

ly but tbere bas as yet been no determination as to tbe
cause of tbe crasb. An Indian investigation team spent ten
days in Canada in early August and aIl Canadian agen-
cies cooperated fully in tbe visit. An Indian Commission
of Inquiry is expected to begin public hearings in New
Delhi in early October. Canada, along witb Boeing Air-
craft Co., the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board
and Air India will be represented as interested parties.

There were reports in tbe Indian media severai mnontbs
ago tbat some Sikbs in Canada were undergoing military
training and arms were being sbipped to tbe Punjab.
Tbese allegations were investigated by the Canadian
authorities, but no evidence of sucb activities was ever
uncovered.
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