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and wbo will psy the amount of the pensions
granted. The Dominion, as in tbe case of oid
age pensions, will psy to the province three-
quarters of the amount paid by tbe province
in respect of such pensions.

There are many definitions of blindness, and
some of them vary considerably. Even in
the samne countries the definitions are different,
depending upon whether they have reference
to census enumeration, education, pensions,
and so on. After careful conisideration of
many definitions it bias been decided that the
Eýnglish definition is the most satisfactory for
a Bihl providing for the payment of pensions
to the blind. By the Blind Persons Act, 1920,
of the United Kingdom, a blind persan means
a persan who is sa blind as to be unable to
perform aay work for which eyesight is
essential. It is recognized tbat tbis is a gen-
eral definition and that it is stili necessary
to express what it means in terms wbich
can ho applied by medical examiners. In
England the Minister of Healtb bas set out
the ceton ta be adopted for the purpose of
determining wbetber or not an applicant for
a pension satisfies the definition of blindness
laid dlown in the Englisb Act.

We propose to take power in our Act ta
interpret the definition of blindness hy regu-
lation. Wbether or not the regulations
whicb are framed will follow the Englisb
practice will depend ta some extent on the
advice wbjcb the Goverament receives from
the best acîthorities on this subject whom it
is able to consuit. I tbink it is important
ta point out, bowcvcr, that in the definition
wlbicb wc are adopting the test is not wbetber
the persazn is unable toý pursue bis ordinary
occupation, or any particular occupation,
but wbether hie is tao blind ta perform. any
wark for whicb eyesigbt is essential; and
that anly visual conditions will be taken
int account. othcr bodily or mental infirmi-
tics being disrega,,r(ed.

The Gai ernmeret proposes the age of 40
yeacs as tbe mîinîim~umn age at w bich pensions
will be payale ta blinid personF. It. is
recognized that any age wbicb may bc flxed
is bound ta bc, more or lcss arbitrairy and ta
cau.ýe injustices in particular cases. In fixing
tbc minimum- ag-e at 40 flhc Goveromont lias
procceded on the principle that up ta this

age lin peransas a gcnc cal rule arefi

for a cours:e of i ocational training, and may:
be ,suîI)sqiîently cnaplo3 ed. It is rcalized
tiat naanv blind persons cf more tban 40

c 1rs mnaY alsc bc traincd for sccessful
enîiploynirat, buct tlic cxpc nonce in otber

cOnîoani cspccially in Englanid appears
to o, tibat in flie grcaror numiiber of cases it
is fief poýsilo to train pensons oser tdie age

Ho. Mri. DANI)URA ND.

of 40 to earn a livelihood. The English
Blind Persons Act fixes the minimum age
at 50, but as a restilt of the report of a
commission presided over by Lord Blanes-
burgh the age is, 1 understand, being re-
duced to 40 years.

It is proposed that the maximum pension
to a blind person, whether married or un-
married, shall be $240 a year, which is the
samne as the maximum pension payable to a
person who bias attaincd the age of 70 years.
The Bill recognizes by permissible income on
a more generous scale, however, that the
cost of living for blind persons is higher
than for sighited persons. The permissible
income for an unmarried person or a widow
or widower witbout cbildren is $200 a year,
and the permissible income for a married
person or a widow or wido-wer with children
is $400 a year. Witb respect to old age
pensions the permissible income ini ail cases
is $125 a year and no distinction is madle
between mared, and unmarried. persons. The
justification for the increase in the permis-
sible income over the old age pension pro-
vision is the higher cost of living for blind
pcrsons and the desire ýto encourage sucb per-
sons to support tbemselves and their families
by augmcnting their pensions by earnings.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill

w1as rcad the second time.

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE

On motion of Hon. Mr. Dandurand. the
Senate went into Committee on the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Murclock in tlic Chair.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: Mr. Chiairman,
I (Io not thiink it ivili bc ncessary ta, go
tlîrougli the Bill clause by clause. The riglit
bonourable leader on the otber side lias
pcrused the Bill and secs no objection to it;
on the contrar v. lie bas cxpre-scd bis adhcsion
to flic îrinciple. I will simply ask mv bon-
asîrable fricnd frona W cstmoirlarnl (Hon. Mr.
C opp) ta move an amendaient.

Hon. Mr. COPP: I move the followsing
amiienudment:

That subsection 3 of section SA. as enactcd
laN' section 3 of tlie Bill, lie auieiiied Iby adding
tiiereto at the end thercof the folloiving as
paragraph (c):

(c) In the case of a person îiiared ta a
blind pecson i'ecci ving a pensioni under this
section, by the ainounit of tlîe iîu cale of flic
Penis 1oncr in exeess cf tw o bonds ed dollars
a 3caî'.

lion. M\r. CAiNTLEY: Wlbat is the reasuis
fori' 1v.cdcn


