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a sing]le shilling for any purpoBe
unless At was shown that the ehilling wab
jiistly provided for in the revenue. During
hi-3 whole terni of office for five years, and
during the ziext eighteen yeara in which lie
was in opposition, lie was a stuxdy guardian
of the public purae, and there is not the
aligliteat doubt, although extravagance
was charged against the party in power,
that the disposition to spend money ireely
was often checked through fear of hi,
criticisin and hiý3 exposure of the conse-
quence involved. The second feature of
bis public career was bis inflexible oppoai-
tion ta taxing the public beyond tbe
necessities ai the public service, and partie-
uiarly by *a tariff tbat placed, as lie said,
the consumer laoegely at the mercy oQ 'the
producêr. The nearewr the tariff approached
a free trade basis the more satisfactory
it was to Jin, and any additional fax was
only to be tolerated froin the necessi-Lies ai
the Treasury.

I think, myaelf, that he ppished bis
theeries too fer, afl.d th-at, with ail his
breadth of view, hie neyer fully realized
the commercial conditions of Canada which
involved principles of taxation nut applic-
able ta the Mother Country. Be that as irt
may, there iu no doubt Vhat his iresolute
defence ai a low t4riff, or what ha, bimseli,
designated a revenue itariff, Ia a certain
axtent protected Canada against dema&nda
which were exhorbitant in saine cases, and
which might result in absoluta injustice ta
a certain class of consumera. If lhe cauld
net pravant the atoiri, hae laboured to temper
it te the shorn. lamb.

Among the great question-3 whiclî passed
in weview during bis long career, and in
the settiement ai which bis vaice was heard,
and his aninions considered, I rnight men-
tion thse -following:

Thse admission ai British Columbia into
coilederation; the construction ai the Can-
adian Pacifie railway; the establishmnent
of the province ai Manitoba, the erection
of a separate governirient for the new terri-
tories; 'the purchase ai Rupert'-s land frot
the Hudson Bay Company; the granting
ai a preferential tarifi ta Great Britain, the
projection ai the Grand Trunk Transcantin-

Hon. Sir GEORGE ROSS.

entai railway; the incorporation of Alberta
anîd Saskatchewan as new provinces of the
Dominion, and the agree-ment for reci
procity with the United States.

To have assisted in framing or in periect-
ing twvo or three of these great mneasures
would have been honour enougli for any
Canadian s-tate3,man. His, however, was
the g'rcat distinction, by bis vaice and vote
in parliament, in giviffg for and coher-
ency ta ail these mea.sures, peihaps not te
the extent he would have desired, but neyer-
theless, in ail cases, to saine useful purpose.

To tell the stiary osf his lufe in full
would be to tell the story of oui new Do-
ininion, as it passed froin its cradie iii
186, until it has attained the full vigaur ù!
!nanhood, and tire influence it now pos-
sasses. In 1867 Canada was but a geogTaph-
ical expre3sion on the iiap of North
America. Its area did flot exceed 5 or 6
hundred thousand square aieand its
pcpulationi only a trifle over three -mil-
lions Its polifical influence was compar-
ntively insignificant. Neither in Washing-
ton or in London was it îecognized. as of
any i.mportance in diplcniacy. Questions
affecting it were settled without any refer-
ence in its interests or its wishes. It ws
treated as a minar by the pa.rent country,
and as an outlyiLng portion to be absorbàd
by the neighbouring republic when the pro-
per tbine came. In the lifetime of Sir Rich-
akrd ail this has bcen changed. Canada noiv
ocoilpies fully half the Northi American con-
tinent. Neither the motherland nor the
great republic ta the sauth ignores its
wishes or its dlain for quasi natianhood,
and its attitude towards imiperia questions
affects the diplomacy ai the empire, and
the plans ai American statesmen. In brin-
ing about this condition Sir Richard Cart-
wriglit played the part of a highminded
statesman and a loyal son ai bis native
land.

A lev, î>er:onal characteriStics af this rc
niarkable man should not pass unnoticed.
FiTst.. on the public forum eit.hex in par-
lianient or behind the footlights of a
public platiorm, Sir Richard Cartwright
appeared ta be what hie a]w'ays ws.:-a
frank, clear headed, forceful exponenf oi
whateu-er vie-%s lie entertained. He ni-ver,


