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Lectures, meetings and cross—cultural events will take place
during the week, giving all people a chance to dismiss our biases
and myths and to immerse in a wonderful world of differences
and similarities.

Multiculturalism applies to all of us. We all have a culture, we
all have ethnicity. Let us all celebrate in the spirit of understand-
ing that permeates this week—long event and that will unite all
people in British Columbia.

Happy multicultural week to our British Columbians and a
vote of thanks to all those who have spent hours of volunteer
work to promote and keep all cultures of Canada alive.

k ok ok

[Translation)

BISHOP WILLY ROMELUS

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Riviére-des—Prairies): Mr.
Speaker, I wish to bring to the attention of this House that His
Lordship Willy Romélus, Bishop of Jérémie, in Haiti, was
recently recommended for a Nobel Peace Prize nomination by
Professor Roberto Miguelez, of the University of Ottawa, and
that since that time, many organizations have also supported his
nomination.

It is worth recalling that for several years already and at the
risk of his life, on which attempts have been made many times,
Bishop Romélus has been leading the fight for the liberation of
the Haitian people. As early as February 1984, Bishop Romélus
was calling for internationally supervised elections in that
country and on February 22, 1993, he received the Governor
General of Canada Medal.

In view of that, Bloc Quebecois members have decided to
support his nomination and are hoping that many other members
will follow.

[English]

MICHELLE MORTON

Mrs. Jan Brown (Calgary Southeast): Mr. Speaker, I rise in
_ the House today to recognize an outstanding Canadian athlete,
one who lives in my riding of Calgary Southeast. Michelle
Morton is a speed skater competing in Lillehammer this week as
part of our Canadian Olympic team.

Michelle embodies the spirit of what we are all about as
Canadians. Great hopes coupled with hard work have achieved
results which for her were not completely expected. Michelle
has recurring attacks of asthma and it is her focus and deter-
mination that now place her as a powerful member on the
Canadian roster.

Her persistence as a competent athlete at both the provincial
and national levels demonstrates that obstacles can be overcome
in the pursuit of a dream and we are proud of that achievement.
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On behalf of all of the residents of Calgary Southeast I send
our encouragement, admiration and affection.

Go get them, Michelle.

[Translation)

CANADA SCHOLARSHIPS

Mr. Martin Cauchon (Outremont): Mr. Speaker, on Friday,
February 11, I had the honour of representing the government in
my riding of Outremont at a ceremony where 97 students from
the University of Montreal received awards from the Canada
Scholarships Program. These scholarships are awarded to stu-
dents who excel in science and engineering. During this ceremo-
ny I was able to witness the attachment of many of them not only
to their province, but also to Canada. After the ceremony, one of
the students asked me why the scholarships were taxable. They
felt the government was giving with one hand and taking back
with the other.

I draw the attention of the ministers responsible to that,
because these hard-working students are the bearers of the
values of excellence we seek to promote. They will be the
leaders of tomorrow, and we should give them all the help we
can give. Canada Scholarships are certainly a good program but
if we do not tax lottery prizes, should we tax scholarships?
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[English]

JOB TRAINING

Mr. Tony Valeri (Lincoln): Mr. Speaker, a key issue in the
Liberal campaign platform is getting Canadians back to work.
One way this will occur is by strenghthening and assisting the
small and medium-size business sectors.

We all know of small businesses that have had difficulty
obtaining proper financing. The Canadian Federation of Inde-
pendent Business makes the point that equity markets are biased
toward large firms. The only way to relieve the equity problem
of small firms is to create incentives for Canadians to invest
their savings in private businesses to create wealth and jobs in
local communities across the country.
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With so many Canadians facing retraining, the government
must begin to acknowledge that informal training provided by
small and medium-sized businesses is a critical dimension to
the retraining taking place. The government must develop
training initiatives which support small businesses involved in
retraining in the informal setting.

Our public funding of skills development should focus on
literacy and generic skills. Maximum autonomy should be
placed at the local community level to determine training needs
and outcomes.



