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of bis province. I have no excuse to offer.
My conscience is at peace, whether I arn
understood or flot in my province by
proprietors of newspapers. I may have some-
thing to say later on in this debate in regard
to propaganda that is being carriod on in the
province of Quebec in an endeavour to
frustrate the effort that 1 have been making
and the effort that other members from
Quebec are trying to make. Some other day
I may have something more to say.

Who can raise his voice in this bouse and
say that the province of Quebec bas been lack-
ing in cooperation with the rest of Canada in
every activity, in war as well as in any other
line of endeavour? We have been doing our
share every moment, in every crisis, in every
difficult time that conironted Canada. We
have measured up to the standard. But we
have neyer been able, even to this moment,
to know definitely how many French Cana-
dians have enlisted in English-speaking regi-
ments. A member of the administration of
1917, after lie was out of polities. complained
that. even in h is dla.\. in 1917 and suhsequently
hie could nover get information as to the
number of French Canadians who had enlisted
in so-called English-speaking regiments. We
cannot get that information. We have neyer
been able to get it.

Wlien you start to compare the enlist-
ments in other sections of Canada with the
enlisients in the province of Quebec, you
shiould ho sure~ of your figures. There are
many factors that have to bo taken into
consideration before condemning the popula-
tion of the province of Quebec or before we
sustain the censure of certain military men
who, are mixing in politics instead of fulfilling
their military duties. This is a point that
needs to be emphasized, and a point upon
which many details should ho obtained hefore
condemnation is passed on the race which was
the first establislied on the land of Canada.

Mr. Speaker, yourself and most hion. mcm-
bers of this house belong to the British race.
You are proud of it, and I compliment you
upon it. You have niany reasons to ho proud
of being descendants of tie great British race.
But it is not your fault; it is an accident of
nature. I am a descendant of the founders of
Canada, those whio first discovercd and estab-
Iished titis land as a civilizcd country. I
am prend of my rae. It is flot ni 'v fault;
it is an accident of nature. But wvhen we
come to <onsl(l(r problein., >iih a., the one
confronting lis at t lie penttilie, iilunte-
diat cly ainy man w~ho lias.aiiv e!eutentarv
knowlc dge of p.x ehology wvill undvrýî and tltat
yomîr response i., going to bo miuel quicker
than mine. Why? Because I have te
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reason in my mind why 1 have to, support
the British fiag and spend my energies and
my life for the defence of the British rule in
this country or perhaps elsewhere. It is the
resuit of thinking, the resuit of reasoning, if I
come to that conclusion. With you it is the
impulse of the heart. Your heart becomes
inflamed as soon as the name of England, of
the British empire, is mentioned. It is quite
natural, it is in your blood; it is your blood
that makes that impulse. It cannot ho the
same with me. It would ho against nature.
I have to reason why I should take that stop
or not take it. I hope that my position is
understood from that point of view. My
position being understood, the position of the
French Canadian is also understeod.

We are ]atv-abiding citizens. But we have
been ieft alone. outside of the econumic field,
for years and years. An hon, gentleman
spoke of the conscription of wealth; there is
no great wcalth to ho conscripted from the
hands of French Canadians, hecause thcy
have no great share in the economie develop-
mont of Canada. They have been kept outside
of that field, through circumstances, through
conditions of which I have no time at prescrit
to give further explanation. But we have
lived alone in our corner. in our little
part of Canada. We have always been told
hy the represontatives or the leaders of ail
parties in this bouse, when they wanted our
votes, that we should not be forced to go and
fight outside the limits of Canada. This is
not new; it lias been repeated over and over
again sinco confederation. Is it surprising
that to-day the same answer is not as readily
obtained in my province as is found elsewhere?

The French Canadians, in order to maintain
unity in titis country have been making maniy
and many concessions to the majority. We
are a minority. It is truc, it is the duty,
unfortunately, of a minority to make conces-
sions to the majority. Wre have been fulfilling:
that duty freely since confederation. I venture
to say to the face of the country that we have
made concessions upon concessions since con-
federation, in order to keep ponce, harmony,
good-will and good understanding between the
two races in Canada.

But there contes a time when concession
means betrayal of tîte people one is repre-
senting in parliament. I do net, want to pass
that limit.

It was net a pleasure for the late Mr.
Lapointe and myseîf te beave our duties
itere w'hen we wvere ministers of the crewn
and go into Quebec province te take part
in a provincial electien and turn the provincial
issue into a federal issue in urging our people
te approve the participation of Canada in the


