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Montreal we have a post office whicb is
-absoluteiy inadequate to the wants of the
City. It is a great deai too small and quite
insufficient in many ways. I believe thec
goverilment has had under consideration for
several years a scheme by whlch additionai
accommodation rnight be given ln the Mont-
reai post office. The hon. minister, no doubt,
15 aware that the government pays a very
large amount of rent ln Montreal. I do flot
know the amount, but I feel satisfied that it
is more than sufficient, if it were capitalized,
to give us ini Montreal a large post office,
wbere ail those government offices now oc-
cupying reated premises, could be instailed,
and wbere the minIsters tbernselves, when
they corne to Montreal, wouid have sultable
roms for the transaction of public business.
I do not know If the presenit rnister bas
given Mls attention to that subject, but 1
thinir some arrangement mlght be arrlved
at by wbich, by spending even leas money
than is actuaily spent, we could have a
suitabie public building In Montreai for the
p'ost office and other public buildings as
wei].,

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
The matter bas recelved some attention
since I have been at the head of the de-
partrnent. The Post Office Department have
recommended a new system ln deaiing witb
the mails ln large cities, wbere they thlnk
the service can be more effiei)tly carried
out by the establishment of branch offices.
Tbey thtnk that especially In large marn-
facturing centres It: wouid be better to take
the mails from the station, as they do now
at Toronto and Montreal, directly to the
brancb offices. In the clty of Montreal it
Is lntended to have a public building at
sorne distance from the presenit office, wblch
wll relleve the congestion in the bead
office.

Mr. MACLEAN. Regarding public build-
ings Ia large cities, I wish to direct the
attention of the Comrnittee to the fact that
great progress Is belng maÈfe in architecture,
and commercial and business reasons now
decide the style of architecture rather than
outslde appearance. Archltects will 110w
give you a building that ls expressly ad-
apted for the business that you have ln1
view, and I hope that hereafter the depart-
ment will devote their whole energy, es-
peclally ln the large Cies, ln adaptlng their
public buildings to the business they are
destlned to serve. In Toronto we have a
custom bouse which Is a very flond piece
of architecture, but Is deficlent Ia ligbt.
The public bave to go up a large staircase
ln order to do business, there are 110 ele-
vators, no0 telephones or anythlng of that
kind. I hope the departmnent will follow the
example of the corresponding department
ln the United States and make their public
buildings sulted to the purposes, wltb ail
modemn convenlences, and especlally wltb
an abundance of light. These lmproved.

buildings are 110W being erected in ail ad-
vanced counitries. They have got rid of
this Idea, of monuments, and flond archi-
tecture, and sculpture, and are puttlng up
pureiy business buildings wbere utility is
the chief end ln1 view.

Mr. MONK. Oaa tfie minister state about
what amount the governrnent pays ln rents
la the City of Montreal ?

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
The Public Works Department are not pay-
ing rents for ail the depantmnents, so we can-
not give the Information at the present time.
But It Is an Important subject and I am
going to have the amounts made up in
Montreal and some othen cities, and will
give them to the Committee.

Mn. BELCOURT. Since the attention of
the minister bas been drawn to tbe post
offices in Montreal and Toronto, I would
like to join the chorus of hon. gentlemen
opposite and direct the attention of the min-
ister to the post office la the city of Ottawa.
This capital city is growing rapidly, pro-
portionately more so perbaps than any City
la Canada. The post office was bult rnany
years ago, and for a long time it bas con-
tained in addition offices for tbe customs,
the inland revenue and the Ottawa Improve-
ment works. Business ls certainiy ln1 a very
congested state ln the Ottawa post office,
and when the minIster Is looking into this
question I hope he wiil not forget the
capital. 0f ail the cities I arn acquainted
with, Ottawa bas the greatest need o! ad-
dlitionllt accommodation.

Mr. PUTTEE. Since attention is being
drawa to public buildings ia the large cities,
I wlsh to caîl tbe attention of the minister
to the fact that probably the most urgent
case 1in the Dominion Is the post office build-
ing la the city of Winnipeg at the preseat
time. This rnay not be the proper time to
speak of that subject on the estimate that
is before us, but I would urge the minister
to give is attention to Winnipeg, and hope
that lie wvill be prepaned wbea the estimates
for Manitoba are reacbed to announce bis
Intentions of pnoviding buildings adequate to
the demands of the public services la
Winnipeg.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
1 fully recognize the importance of this
question. As the country becornes more
prospenous no doubt additional facilities will
have to be provided la ail the large com-
mercial centres. In regard to Winnipeg, I
have had a careful report prepared and
will have to ask the House for money to
enlange the building there. The situation la
Montreai depends, as I bave explained,
somewbat on tbe poiicy of other depart-
ments. I believe It is the Intention to build
brancb offices so as to relieve to some ex-
tent the central office. The same remark
may be applied to Ottawa. I endorse evenY-


