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were arbitrarily and violently seized whie was but the litting ad natural climax t1he
pursuing their legal calling on the high seas, policy of the hou. gentleman and his prede-
and, Sir, to this day, not one partiele of cessors towairdls the ' United States during ie
compensation has, hrougli any remonstrance 1 last seven or eight years. Sir, the policy
from the British Government, been grantedi of those lion. gentlemen may be detined in
to our people to indenmify t'eiu for the these words : it was tirst to bluster aind
wrongs they have sustained. This is not snari, and then to ringe. We have. vith
the tirst time this kiud of apathy bas been respect to this award, three tiîteset ofery
displayed by the Britislh G.overnment. I unequal value--we have tIe Minister of
amn old enougli to recolh't when Canaldians Justice, ve bave the Minister tf Marine anld
were shot down in their ow lhand by niarau- Fisheries, and we have tie award itself. As
ders from ithe United States, when Canada the Minister of Justice is ui an arithmietical
was put to considerlable expense. and wiheu mood to-night, i uay say thiat. if I were to
Canadian interests were seriously injurel, designate the value of these witnesses by
and 1 an old enoug to remember how those algebraieal syibols, I vould be disposed to
interests were put entirely aside as too insig- describe te value of tIe evidence of the
niticant for mention wlihvn G reat Britain and Minister of Justice by te sig oft' zero,
hIe Unîited States came together to aidjust of y hon, friend the Minister of Marine
their differences over the Alabaia elains. and Fisheries by minus zero. but the
Sir. the present is a parallel case, and while award renmins as a plus and positive quan-
It is vell to practice patIence and forbearance tity. Now, Sir, I desire to al the atten-
and to avoid as far as we honourably tion o thtis Hlouîse for a few moments to
cai auglit whicl iay prove a cause o 'vdwit this award which h hol in my band.
war between two great and kindred nations, dechlres, First of' al, let me say to ihe lin-
yet there are worse things than war, and ister of Justice that when ie gave tie IHouse
ihere is a point wliere forearanc b- to understand that the Ulited States arbitra-
comes cowarice, Rut while I neitier tors declined to Iagree to this saie avard. I
acquit. for iy parthe American 'ov- think he went io fiar. i tin thia tive
ernmuent of overbearing action towards separate poi',ts were passed upon :1 finid thar
us, nor the British Governmuent of un s 1to four of these points 'Mir Justice lar-
due apathy aind idiference in protecting lin, the Inited States Commissioner. on-
tbe riglts of Canada and of Canadian sub- ueîrred with the other coîmmissioners :I ind
jets, I an bound to say that. if there be that on thetiftl point alkne Mi, Justice Ilair-
one thing which couid exeuse or justify the an dissented. It is true that 3r, Senator
indifference of Great Britain. it was tIe per- Morgan, who lias special political exigenîcies
versity and wrong-headednes whieh miarked as well as thehn gentleman, did not atlix
the conduet of the prcsent Government and his signature to the award. but tie lustice
their predecessors in all teir dealings vith of the Supreue Court of tie :ittedl St*ates,
tIe United States for the past eight years. if, his copy of he award whic i lold be a
That. Sir. is the sole and only justitication correct one. diid assent to four out 'of hes
which can be urged in defence of the British tive propositions. Now, wlat does that
Governetiit, a d i deeply regret to siy tlhat awarl declare ? Tati award-and if I
tiey cau make out far' too strong a case am inerror, the lion. getleman anti his
against us In that matter to be pleasant. friends will correct me-that award, as I
Now. what are the facts, evei on hie read it. and 1 think 1 eau understand Eng-
shîow'ing of the hion, gentleman ? He anud lishi quite as wvell ais the hon, gentlemian,
the uemibers of his Government go before declares, tirst of all. that Canadians were
the Behring Sea Tribunal vith a case which within their legal rights froni start to tinîish.
wvas absolutely unansweraleC Whîat hias a position thie lion. gentleman ill not dare
been the result of their conduct of that case? to eontrovert. It declares thiat ihRue Uni ted
To miy minud. looking to that award. remem1- States hîad no ground to stand upon, moral
bering their own contentions, bearing in or legal, a position also lie wvil not diare to
mind the evidenoe that has b-en laid before controvert. It shows clearly aid distinctly.
us on this subject at varlous times, It ap- U c the facts detailed lu the appeindix to t huis
pears to me beyond doubiht that my hon, award, that Canuadlan ships, as he said him-
friend was strictly and literally correct wien self, were illegally seized, that Canadian sub-
ho stated that with an absolutely unanswer- jects were illegally inprisoned, and tiat thie
able case we had succeeded'ln losing every- jtr'ade of Canada, so far as r'egardis one imnpor-
thing for which we had contended. We have tant portion thereof, was arbitrarily inter-
gained the verdict, yes, but we have lost the fered with'auid stopped for n(o less -a pcriod
property and pay our own costs. Now, I~ thani eight years, Now,. whîat result should
have to tell the hon. gentleman that this may follow from these facts laid dowu by thiese ar-
be a moral vlctory, but it is an exceedingly bitrators ? Sir. I say that In all reason, and
barren one. I have to tell thie hon, gentle- conscience two results shiould follow imost
man more, that while..I am not here In the assuredly : first of ail, that the United States
slightest degree to defend the poliy or the should be ordered to mta compeusation for
conducot of the United States Government to- the wrong doue, and next that Canadians
wards the British Columbia sealers, In a great should be free thencetorward to follow their
number of respects. what occurred at Paris legal occtupatlio. What 'was the result?
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