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nothing changed. We have the Court of Queen’s Bench sit-
ting in appesal in civil cases and writs of erron.and why is
it done? use it was impossible for the Court of Queen’s
Bench to hold criminal assizes in'‘Quebec and Montreal, with
eight, ten, or twelve terms of the Court of Apg:al for civil
cases. If we. had not dome so, we should have exposed
the Judges to break down with excessive work.
You will find nobody in Quebec, Montreal or the rural
districts against that reading of the law. We desire a sixth
Judge, who will be a criminal Judge to hold criminal
assizés and let the other five members of the Court sit in
appeal in civil cases. There would thus always be a sixth
Judge of the Queen’s Bench who would have the right to
sit in the Uourt of Appeal; but the Court of Appeal would
not be changed, there will always be a spare Judge to repre-
sent the others in the assizes, or the othor Judgoes in the
country when there were difficult cases. You see now how
mistaken was the hon. member for West Durham in making
go lengthy an attack on our judicial system and cuming to
such conclusions. If he had read our law very well and
known our system as well as his own, he would have
avoided that mistake. I speak from an experienco of twenty-
one years practice in the Courts of Quebec, and can say that
our Superior Court Judges should not have been so denounced.
He told us-a long story about the action of Judge Mondelet
when he was Minister of Justice. If I recollect well, the
period was 1 76 and 1877, when our late lamented friend
the Judge conceived the idea that he could not conscien-
tiously sit in courts created by the Dominion, or try
Dominion cases, and he considered that the Election Law
was of this nature. This hobby or aversion also extended
to the Insolvent Law. This amounted to a choking off of
justice, cases accumulated, and at megt’ings of the Bar great
complaints were made. At the time the court business
required all the activity of the six Judges. The late Judge
was succeeded by Judge Rainville, who fell sick at one time,
when complaints and representations were sent to Ottawa
to have the six Judges always available. These facts form
a strong illnstration of the need of a seventh Judge in
Montreal, If the hon. member for West Durham had
practiced there like me he would have reached a different
conclusion—if he knew, for instance, that some of the
Judges have twenty, fifty or even eighty cases en delibéré,
he would not only say that we required a seventh Judge,
but, as Judge Torrance lately said, not one but two more
Judges were needed. The Superior Court of Montreal had
an egormous amount of work to dispose of, it sitting from
the 1st of September to the 31st December, and from the
16th January tothe Tth July each year. Our Cireuit Courts
sit daily as do our Superior Courts, in their different
branches. including Review and enquéte, practise and
enquéte and merits, so that our six* Judges are entirely
incapable of accomplishing the work as required.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Mr. POPE (Compton), delivered a Message from His
Excellency.
" Mr. SPEAKER read the Message as follows:—
“ LoryE.
“The Geovernor General transmits to the House of Commons, copy of
a minute of Council of 5th November, 1880, on the subject of assisted
emigration from Ireland to Manitoba and the North-West, together with

copy of the despatch from His Excellency the Governor General trans-
!&Ithng the same, and Lord Kimberly's answer ackmowledging the receipt

* GovernyENT Hovsg,
.. “OTrAwA, 8th February, 1881.”
- It being Bix o’clock the Speaker left the Chair.
L AFTER RECKSS. .
~Mr. MOUBBEATU. Since the House rose I have 0gro—
modl'ié:ﬁeﬁﬁtsﬁsﬁcs bearing on the subject upop which I

was speaking, and I will read them to the House. The
expenses of the Ontario Courts, inélading the Admiralt
Court, is $199,089, the expenses of those of Quebec $153,291,
or a difference in favor of the latter of $45,848. The
proposed scheme of increasing the salaries of the County
Court Judges, will involve a cost of at least $20,000. The
proposed increase in the number of Judges in Quebec will
involve & cost of about $10,000, so wo have a total of
$55,848 as the difference between the two Provinces in this
respect; and I do not think it gives any reasonable groond
of complaint. The hon. gentleman had only made his
complaint with "regard to the district of Montreal;
but, on the other hand, an hon. member of this House has
brought up a memorial from the counties of Chicoutimi and
Saguenay, complaining that all the advaniagesin connection
with the administration of justice go to ngbe great centres
like Montreal, to the detriment of the rural districts. The
memorial states:

‘¢Je vous dirai geulement: voyez I ce grand contre de colonization’
qui y est en activité; voyez cette population de 30,000 imes: voyez ce
commerce tros considérable; voyez les antorités religienses qui’ Yy ont
mid le siége d'un évéché. Avec ces faits, il w'ya pas 1un homme d'e3-
périence qui ne puisse dire qu’il n'y & pas 1i des affaires suffisantes pour
¥ occuper un juge qui y résiderait. Ne serait-ce pas un honneur pour
un juge d’administrer la justice dans un district aussi important et de
tant d’avenir, et de rivaliser de zdle avec notre digne 6v6que peur y
remplir ses devoirs, et contribuer au bien 6tre et & 'avancement de
ce district?

Un juge n’est pas utile senlement pour présider les termes de la cour;
il a encore une foule de fonctions administratives et judiciaires trés im-
portantes i exercer en dehors des termes,—par example : les pouvoirs
que lui donne la loi contre les détenteurs illégaux des terres dans les
townships,—pour juger les requétes en cassation de brefs de capias, ou de
saisie-arrél simple,—pour donner la possession provisoire des dbjets saisis
revendiqaés,—pour le séquestre, les poursuites entre locateurs et loca-
taires,—pour la contestation de listes Glectorales,~pour les brefs de
prérogative,—pour ’habeas corpus au civil et au criminel,—pour les
compulsoirs,~—pour les assemblées de parents,—pour la vente des biens
des mineurs,—pour I'appositioa et la levie des scellés,—pour régler les
difficultés lors de la confection des inventaires, pour fes enquétes,—et
pour mille autres sujets.

Voici une population de 30,000 dmes dans le district de Ohieountimi,
qui est privée des secours d'nn juge dans tous ces cas.

Avec un juge résident, le district de Chicoutimi aurait des termes aun
moins tous les deux mois ; il ; aurait de plus des circuits dams deux
endroits du lac Saint-Jean. Je remarquerai que les plus beaux établis-
sements du lac Saint-Jean ge trouvent 3 80 milles de Chicoutimi, ce
dernier endroit est i '90 milles de la Malbaie, et & 150 milles de Québsc.
La justice y sera distribuée promptewent, aans précipitation, et sage-
ment: elle sera & 1a portée de tous. Les frais seront de beaucoup moing
considérables. Les colons auront une plus grande protection ; plusieurs
d’entre enx, ne poavant prendre possession de leurs lots & moius d’un
long et ruineux procés, ent, 4 ma connaissance, quitté le Saguenay, et
sont probablement maintenant aux Etats-Unis. Ces lots sont encore en
bois debout, et appartiennent & des spéculateurs. ’

Je n’ai aucnn doute que I'bonorable procureur-général de Québee
rendra justice & Chicoutimi, et, par li, secondera les efforts de Mou-
seigneur 'évéque de Ohicoutimi pour Vavancement de ce district.

I‘ggrn.-—he district de Momtréal a une population de 210,803 4mes. Le
gouvernement lui donne sept juges, sclt un par 30,114 Ames.
 Le district de Québec, dont la population est de 159,397 4mes, posadde
4 juges, soit ur juge par 39,849 fimes.

Le district de Rimouski, avec une population de 27,418 Ames—plusieurs
mille 4mes de moins qu'a Chicoutimi—posséde un juge.

Le district de Gaspé, ayant une population de 33,652 4:nes, a I’honneur
d’avoir 2 juges, soit un juge par 16,826 dmes.

Les districta de Kamouraska, 4’ Arthabaska, de Bedford, de Beauhar-
nois et de Saint-Hyacinthe, dont la popuiation n’est pas beaueoup plus
considérable que celle de Chicoutimi, ont chacun un juge.

Et Chicoutimi, avec une population de 30,000 Ames qui dans cinq ans
sera peut-8tre de 40,000 Ames, isolé, & 150 milles de Quebec pour les en-
droits les plus prés, et & 250 milles de Québec pour les établissement du
lac Saint-Jean, n’a pas de juge !”’ .

‘We must consider this matter from the highest point of
view, and we must admit that, in order to remedy
the evil complained of, it is not necessary to change a
system which has operated so -beneficially. I notice
that the hon. member for West Durham endeavored to
persuade the House that by that increase of the number
of judges, and by the increase of the salaries of other
judges, our conduct was clashing with our promises on the
huostings, and with the blame we cast on hon. gentlemen
opposite when they were in power. But I wish to inform
him that out party is not a party of promises, and that it is



