August 21, 1968

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY CF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

The Canadian Covernnent views the invasion of
Czechoslovukia with shock and diamay. We condemn this use
of force. All Canadians feel the deepest concern for the
cuurageous people of Bzechbslovgkia in this hour of trial.

ihe invasion and occupation of Czechoslovakia constitute
a flagrant breach of the principle of non-intervention to which
the Soviéc Union itself professes to subscribe, It is also
a tragedy for &ll peoples who prize human freedom and national
indeperndence and I am confident that ica'significance will not
be lost on the people of Eastern Europe and even the Soviet
Union.

«€ are enguged in consultations on the developing
sitﬁation with other interested governnents in the respective
capitals, at tne ltnited Nations, and in the North Atlantic
Council. As fur as the itlantic Alliance it concerned I am
sure trat ll of us will be anxious to keep in mind our
ulvimate oal of scekin a4 curatle BEast-wesnt accomnodation,
but no one can doulbt tnat tne . oviet occupation of Crechoslovakia
constitute: a terious getback Lo 1 rational dialogue.

«e are in continuing touch with our Enbassy in Praguo
and are taking cuch neasures as dre available to us to ensure

the safety of «ll Canadlun citisens there.




