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Statement on Egternal Relations by i :_r . L . B . Pearson,

Secretary of State for Exterr.al affairs, in the

House of Commons, on 1iarch 3 and 7, 1950 .

I welcome the opportunity that this occasion affords of

making the customary statement on international affairs generally,
in order to initiate a debate on the subject . I welcome the

opportunitg because it is, as all hon . members will agree, a

matter of the highest importance that the people of this country,

whose f u ture has been and will be so deeply affected by inter-

national d evelopments, should be kept as fully informed as

possible as to the general policy nrnv beinb prsued by their

goverrment in this field .

The best way of keeping our people so informed apart frora

âiscuLsior_s such as we are havir.g today and discussions before

our corn..rsittee on external affairs, is of course to nake as r.iany

facts as poss'ible available to thin as accessible a form as

possible . `i'hat is beirg done in a number of way s by the depart-

r^ent over vrhich I have the honour to preside . On lue sday last,

for instance, I tabled in the house the ar.nual, re.crt of the

Department of r;xternal Affairs, z~rhich ~,ives a ►~rief but I think

cor:rreh .̂nsive revieti•r of the activities of the dep aztmer_t in the
~~. ~

calëndar ~r^ûr 1949 , and r~.~kes it unnecea~~ry for me to give a

this tir^e a detailed revie\ r of those activit ies .

The department also publishes ann.ually a report entitled

"Canada and the United Uations .n That report for 1949 will be

tabled „hort],y . A volume contains not only a revie w of the

activities of the United T:atiens and Canadian p articipation in

ther: but also includes a broad selection of relevant documents .

It w~ 11 : h , if anythin; is needed to show, T.s . C11air,•.lan, how

seriously we take our nembership in tl-}_e United I :rations . I will

also show the contribution we are tryi ng to make to the organiza-

tion wi-ieh still remains, and will remair_, the foundc tion of our

international policy, and in the long run our best hope for peace .

The department also publishes a mor-tr.ly bulletin entitled

"9 cternal Affairs't, which is circulated petty widely, and also

tearts of treaties and publications on international affairs

generalh* as well as reference papers and m~terial of that kind .

Thus i•re are try ing to give the people of the country, as well as

ner~~bers of this hôuse, es much information on external affairs as

tie can . But it may be said,--in fa.ct it has been said on previaus

occasions in t'slis house,--ti at ti.is is r_.erely infor •r.m t ion abaut

,'rbat tire ha vo done • that we shculci give r:ore inf'o rmation to the

i.ouse and to the public about wha t ti•re are doing , wr.at tve propose

to do, and why . LTp to a point, of course, I agree .:ith that .

nt t he sa. . ie ti me as i 1-lave tried t o poi mt out before, yTcu cannot

e1-'fective 1:• carry on delicate diploL atic nebotiat ions by g iving


