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The poems of Roger Brien and Clément I.archand
are the most important contributions to the survival of the
romantic and realistic traditions in French-Canadian poetry .They are written in regular metre . P.:ost poets of the new
generation are e-r>perimenting in new forms and are trying to
free their art from the rigid rules established by the
classicists . Alain Grandbois and Saint-Dertys Garneau were
pioneers in this nei,•1 trend . They have been i'ollo- ::Ted by two
highly gifted poetesses, Rina Lasnier and Anne Fébert .
Although they have by no means disappeared from our poetry,
the traditional schools seem to be at least for some time,
eclipsed by new tendencies inherited from syrabolis

:u, Claudeland surrealism .

YJhile most of our poets have expressed clear and
easy feelings and ideas, the last four rlentioned appeal to
voices which are obscure or dormant in us but which ask to be
brought to light and to hurian lan ;;ua{;e . From the surrealists,
they have taken the revelations of the unconscious, though
rejecting the automatic vrriting practised by their European
aonfreres .

Alain Grandbois does not, in fact, belong to the
new generation of poets . Lis major poetical work, Les Ile sde la nuit , was published only three years ago and is in harmony
tivith the new trends in our native poetry

. Alain Grandbois'
poems cannot be explained in prose

. They are an esoterie
expression of the quest for eternity and happiness in an
ephemeral and an;uished viorld . They are tragic in essence andobscure in style

. They are, if I may say so, voices in the
ni ;ht, while Rina Lasnier's poeris are voices in the sunshine

.

This poetess sw.j--,ons all bein,s to appear before
her so that she can offer ther~i all to Goc in a son-; of joyand thankfulness . Her poems are expressions of a soul filled
with admiration at the spectucle of this world of beauty . Shesin7s her exultation at the si ;ht of the creative forces ofnature, .,Jith which she endeavours to harmonize her voice .
Rina Lasnier is essentially a reli7ious poetess as may be seen
for exarn.-~)le, in her Madones Cûl;üdiennes , a series of fortypoenis inspired by CanaMn L :ac~o:lnas . 1iai latest poem, Le Chantde la i.:ont ée, which is her best achi,everaent to date, is
inspired by the love of Jacob and Rachel . She tells this
biblical story in a modern style after the pattern of th eâreat biblical poems of Paul Claudel .

Revcrend Gustave Lamarche is also a religious
Poet, who dra-:rs niany of his themes from the Bible, while
François Herteltirrites of his inner adventures in lines
unfortunately filled with prosy, philosophical words . His
Poetry, though not lackin;; in oriE,inality, is too abstrac tand bool.ish to be deeply :-iovin,3 . Anne Hébert, on the contrary,! sin,o-s like a bird . her subtle and li ;a verse is filled with
the most charming dreams and games of childhood and she is a
true disciple of Saint-Denys Garneau .

Recent French-Canadian poetr
y diversified, not belon,;in~toasin,-le,trcnd on

e
orcachool .

"Elile some of the poets of the new generation are closely
eonneeted with traditional French sehools, others are
experimentin•• in new directions . NOV. iithstandin; its short-
Oomin,s, this brief survey establishes clearly, I hope, tha t

/our best


