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CONVENTION
ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD

PREAMBLE

THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PRESENT CONVENTION,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in

the Charter of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent

dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the
human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the
world, '

Bearing in mind that the peoples of the United Nations have, in
the Charter, reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights and
in the dignity and worth of the human person, and have deter-
mined to promote social progress and better standards of life in
larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Nations has, in the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights and in the Intemational Covenants on
Human Rights, proclaimed and agreed that everyone is entitled to
all the rights and freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other
status,

Recalling that, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
United Nations has proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special
care and assistance,

Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society
and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all
its members and particularly children, should be afforded the
necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume its
responsibilities within the community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious develop-
ment of his or her personality, should grow up in a family environ-
ment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding,




