
gives us the green light. This is a govermment-wjde initiative," said Lord.

Departments of the federal goverient are looking for new and innovative ways to engage civil
society, Indigenous Peoples, and the peoples of other circumpolar countries, such as Russia.Ideas such as the "Arctic bridge", small and medium business development, women'sparticipation in commercial networks, trade missions, workshops on "the North and governace"'or northemn mining, supporting traditional subsistence economies, were raised as a means to thecommon end of improving the lives of northerners. The governiment representatives made it clearthey did flot have ail of the answers; they needed the ideas and energy of Northern civil society,individuals and organizations to make the Northern Dimension work.

"How do we turn this energy and steam into something other than hot air?" asked Wayne Lord.

Grand Chief Ed Shultz of the Council of Yukon First Nations, elected in February 2000, (alsoleader of Arctic Council Permanent Representative Arctic Athabaskan Council), described bispeoples' efforts to build wider networks of people and possibilities beyond Yukon, to Alaska, tothe Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North and others. He said First Nations andthe government can work together on developîng the Northemn Dimension, providing thegoverniment continues to show due respect to the self-governing Native comniunities asgoverniments in their own right."States must recognize Indigenous Peoples to reduce tensions andget on with the business'of iniproving everyone's lifestyles," said Shultz.

"First Nations did have a mile in creating that foreign policy," Ed Shultz said about the NorthemDimension. He and other participants identifled the sharing, management and control of naturalresources, such as oul and gas as a key issue.

Arctic Council

"llow do you do genuine decision-making between govemrments and Indigenous Nations?"
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