The rark Steamship Company, a crown company, was set up to controlyl
supervise and manage merchant ships built in Canada and retained for operatio
under Canadian registry. Of the new merchant ships there are at present 117
ships operated by the Park Stecamship Lompany - 87 10,000-ton carge vessels, 8
10,000-ton tankers, eight 4,700-ton cargo vessels and four 3,600-ton tankerss =
A1l these ships bear the names of Canadian parks and have been allobted to tTﬁ@
routes where tonnage is required. In order to develop the Canadian shipping s
industry, these Park ships are allotted to Canadian shipping firms who are
appointed by the Park Steamship Company as operating managors.

Hon. J.5. Nichaud, minister of transport, afswering a q
August 5, 1944, as to the government's post-war policy repgarding the merchail®
marine ssrvice, told the House of Commons:
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s to a definite policy governing the future, thal hes not vot be@

determined by the governmente...but there is no differecnce ol opil

as to whether Canada should retain as many of Lhese ships as can @

uscd for the trade of Caunada. hether our merchant marine should

be operated by the governmeni or by individuals or by private colifs
"

is anobher matter...
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He pointed oul that with an averare of 30 men required to man o€l
not more than 15,000 men will find employment.,
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that is che utmost number we can expect to employ even il wc keel

our mercmunt marine intact, and all our shins ure returned Lo us
P e i e ST g '
after the war,” he said.

iph they. are described &s the "Fourth irm of the Pie
the fact remains Lhat merchunt scamen throushout the world ‘are still civili'a
4 seaman's engagement comnmences the day he signs articles of agrvement to Joii
the crew of his ship and terminutes the day his ship returns %o its home pOr.’
whether the voyage is long or short. The seauwsn is then fres to re-engage oia
go to his home. This meant in wartime that the supply of m
Canadlan ports was uncertain and uncontrolled.

,_
1
C
’;::
<
<

rchant seaneil &

During the height of the Battle of the istlantic, when the Canadiés® ﬁ
merchant nevy sulffered its heavies: casuslties in both ships and personnels, =
vanadian government, by order-in-council !.C. 143550, dated Yay 16, 19415 m#
provision for the ecstablishment of o special branch of the Uepartment of ired
under a director of merchant seamen for theo setting up of manning pools, trﬁ;
facilities and for the extension of wellfarc facilities. This order-in-couild :
reads in part:

"That the merchant marine, on which our seaborue COmMNEerce dupcnd§'6
under present conditions, virtually an urm of our Lighting ser¥is
and the provision of merchant scamen, their tfﬁini:g, carc und Y
protection, is essential to the proper conduct o the war, and Y&
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necessary to the keeping open of the sea-lunes on which the suC
outcome of the present conflict so largely depends.”

4nother branch of the Department of Irans ort, under a direc :
services, is responsible for payment of compensation for loss of effects OX
merchant scamen, issuing of merchant navy badges, identity certificates @il
crosscs. This branch also maiunlains a register of scamen. During wartimg’q\
seamen face risks us great or greater than those fuced by many of the P@rﬁi:.
of' the three armed services and greater than the majority of Canadianss ije
governmont felt, therefore, that they were entitled to the same kind of pros
and compensation for misadventure from encmy action as is enjoyed by-mﬁmb@r
the armed forces.

Under the minister of pensions and national health, the Jauudianoﬁ
Commnission is responsible for administering deeth and disability pensiOﬁs,éY
behalf of merchunt secamen, as well as payment of detenbion allowances on;ﬂe
of those taken prisoner of war. The sick miriners' branch of this dCPartm;
responsible for the hospitalization and treatment of sick and injured sefcg



