
Historieal background

Prom Confederation in 1867 until
1914, Canada's position in the British
Empire was essentially that of a self-
governing colony, whose external
relations were directed and con-
trolled by the imperial Government
in Great Britain through the Colonial
Office and through the Governor
General. By 1914, however, Canada
and the other British dominions had
acquired considerable de facto power
in the field of external relations.
Therefore, partly because of its in-
creasing importance in world affairs
and partly out of a growing desire for
autonomous status, which had been

ternal relations, on the precedent of
the government structure in Aus-
tralia, came in '1907 from Joseph
(later Sir Joseph) Pope, then Under-
Secretary of State.

ln May 1909, under the Govern-
ment of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, which
introduced a bill, Parliament au-
thorized the establishment of a
"Department of External Affairs".
The titie indicated that it was to deal
with Canada's relations with other
governments within the British Em-
pire and with foreign states. The aci
creating the Department plaoed it
under the Secretary of State, with ar


