
Treaty Between the United States of America and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of
Underground Nuclear Weapon Tests

Signed at Moscow July 3, 1974

The United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, herein-
after referred to as the Parties,

Declaring their intention to achieve at the earliest possible date the cessation of the
nuclear arms.race and to take effective measures toward reductions in strategic arms,
nuclear disarmament, and general and complete disarmament under strict and
effective international control,

Recalling the determination expressed by the Parties to the 1963 Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water in its
Preamble to seek to achieve the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear
weapons for all time, and to continue negotiations to this end,

Noting that the adoption of measures for the further limitation of underground
nuclear weapon tests would contribute to the achievement of these objectives and
would meet the interests of strengthening peace and the further relaxation of inter-
national tension,

Reaffirming their adherence to the objectives and principles of the Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water and of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucléar Weâpons,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

1. Each Party undertakes to prohibit. to prevent, and not to carry out any under-
ground nuclear weapon test having a yield exceeding 150 kilotons at any place under
its jurisdiction or control, beginning March 31, 1976.

2. Each Party shall limit the number of its underground nuclear weapon tests to a
minimum.

3. The Parties shall continue their negotiations with a view toward achieving a
solution to the problem of the cessation of all underground nuclear weapon tests.

Article Il

1. For the purpose of providing assurance of compliance with the provisions of this
Treaty, each Party shall use national technical means of verification at its dispotal in a
manner consstent with the generally recognized principles of international law.

2. Each Pa-ty undertakes not to interfere with the national technical means of
verification of the other Party operating in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article.

3. To promote the objectives and implementation of the provisions of this Treaty the
Parties shall. as necessary, consult with each other. make inquiries and furnish
information in response to such inquiries.
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