multi-source based acquisitions system which attempts

to place orders directly Qith the originzl publishér. The
problems described have been experiehced in most Canadian
aéademic libraries, tﬁt’it must bernoted'hére that thesé are
the same problems which acadehic‘librarieé in other countries
may expect to enccunter vwhen attempting‘to ofder'bbéks
directly from a Caznadian pﬁblisher. Obviously, books‘ordered
by institutions in-English spegking countries will avoid the
languﬁge difficulties but many service problemé will remain.

Canadian Suppliers a2nd Their Services

Today most Cznadian academic libraries use foreign .
agents to handle their book needs for titles published atroad.
Such a syétem has numerous advantages. With é single venéor
arrangemeﬁt oniy on2 source is needed for virtually all the

orders for‘books fron a particular country. This resuits<in
-one monthly (or at least regular) invoice which must be conQ
firmed andnpaid. Outgoing orders can be batched and sent
on a regular basis saving clerical time éid postage costs.
Larger single shipments froa a single source cut down the '
likelikood of missing shirments in the mails.
Bibliographic searching znd verification must still

be done in house but missing details can bte provided by the
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