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PROCEDURE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FIRM AND LASTING PEACE IN
CENTRAL AMERICA

The Governments of the Republics of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua, determined to achieve the principles and purposes of the Charter
of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Document of
Objectives, the Caraballeda Message for Peace, Security and Democracy in Central America,
the Guatemala Declaration, the Punta del Este Communiqué, the Panama Message, the
Esquipulas Declaration and the draft Contadora Act of 6 June 1986 on Peace and Co-
operation in Central America, have agreed on the following procedure for the establishment
of a firm and lasting peace in Central America.

1. NATIONAL RECONCILIATION

(a) Dialogue

Wherever deep divisions have taken place within society, the Governments
agreed to urgently undertake actions of national reconciliation which permit popular
participation, with full guarantees, in genuine democratic political processes on the basis of
justice, freedom and democracy and, to that end, to create mechanisms permitting a dialogue
with opposition groups in accordance with the law.

To this end, the Governments in question shall initiate a dialogue with all the
domestic political opposition groups which have laid down their arms and those which have
availed themselves of the amnesty.

(b) Amnesty

In each Central American country, except those where the International
Verification and Follow-up Commission determines this to be unnecessary, amnesty decrees
shall be issued which establish all necessary provisions guaranteeing the inviolability of life,
freedom in all its forms, property and security of person of those of whom such decrees are
applicable. Simultaneously with the issue of amnesty decrees, the irregular forces of the
countries in question shall release anyone that they are holding prisoner.

(c) National Reconciliation Commission

To verify fulfilment of the commitments with regard to amnesty, a cease-fire,
democratization and free elections entered into by the five Central American Governments
in signing this document, a National Reconciliation Commission shall be set up in each
country, responsible for verifying genuine implementation of the process of national
reconciliation and also unrestricted respect for all civil and political rights of Central
American citizens guaranteed in this document.
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