A —the relationship between and among the six main thrusts of policy
4 (Ensuring the natural environment is related to enhancing the ;
‘3 quality of life; both are related to the fostering of economic
growth; which in turn relates to the promotion of social justice.)

4 Hard Choices

Most policy decisions—certainly the major ones—involve hard

?’ choices which require that a careful balance be struck in assessing the

various interests, advantages and other policy factors in play. As in so

many fields of human endeavour, trade-offs are involved. For example:
—In striving to raise national income through economic growth,
policies may be pursued which adversely affect the natural en-

F vironment by increasing the hazards of pollution or by depleting

resources too rapidly. Such policies might also cause infringe-
ment of social justice (because of inflation, for example) and
impair the quality of life for individual Canadians.

t —In seeking social justice for developing nations, through trade

: policies which offer them concessions or preferences, the Gov-

ernment’s policy may adversely affect the domestic market op-

; portunities for certain Canadian industries, or it might involve

H parallel policies to curtail or reorient their production.

' —Similarly, if international development assistance programmes
require a substantial increase in Canadian resources allocated,
the trade-off may be some reduction of resources allocated to
other governmental activity, like the extension of Canadian wel-
fare programmes or the attack on domestic pollution.

—Reductions in military expenditure may lead to results difficult to
gauge as regards Canada’s capacity to ensure its security, to
safeguard its sovereignty and independence, and to make a use-
ful contribution to the maintenance of peace; though resources
might thereby be freed for other activities.

—The most difficult choices of the future may result from seeking
to recapture and maintain a harmonious natural environment.
Such policies may be essential to enhance the quality of life (if
not ensure human survival) but they may well require some cur-
tailment of economic growth and freedom of enterprise and a
heavy allocation of resources from both public and private
sources.
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