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wedged lus charger in amonig the mass of grey-ccMed
Russiari cavalrv on tlîe bill at Balaklav a, whli didri't
the Russians kilI ii ? Tliere were somne tbree tbou-
sand of tluem, and he was al] alune amrong tbern long
enough to lie killed lialf a-dozen rimes. Tennysonî tells
us that lie

Sway'd bis sabre and beld bis ow n
Like anr Englisbnîan tliere and tlien."

And s0 too, we may presume, did Caius ýMarcius iri
Corioli. But there was more in it tban tbat. Tbe
mere sigbt of a single -maan (bing sucb a deed were
enougb to paralyze for a time tbe bost opposed to bim,
and the account tbat Kinglake gives of tbe Balaklava
case sbould lic read hy every studerît wbo finds a diffi-
culty in the Cou joli case.

" A soîdier ex en to Cato's wishl." Tbis is only 0o1e
of many passages in tbis play wlîere persons and tbings
are spoken of that did not exist until long after tbe
speakers w ere dead. Annotators caîl tbis sort of
tbing rnaehroîism, and the stualler fry amoflg tbemn
rather pique tbemselxes on krîo%%ing more tlîan Sbakes-
peare because tlîey cari point out bis cbronological
blunders. Perhaps tbey are blunders <lue to ignorance
or careiessness. If the are, they affect Sbakespeare's
greatness to about the sanie extent as tbe spots on tlue
suni affect the blaze of bis inid day splendour. But it
is just as well not to feel too sure about tlieni being
blunders. Shakespeare xvas probably in tue way of
hearing criticismn of tbis kirîd bimiiself, and in one famous
passage lie gets even witb bis critics by making one of
his fools commîit an anacbironixni and finisb off by sup-
plying tbe ortbodox %nnotation to tbe effect tl,at it is
an anachronisin. Tlîe passage appears in King Lear,
and is wortb looking for.

Wben Coriolanus is taking leav e of bis familv just
before going int<) exile, it seems natural for tbie reader
to a-sk, " Wby did,î't lie take tlieni xvitb lim ý This
question was asked in our class, Lut i don't reruienilîc
how tbey ansîî ered it. Perbaps it may Le of sone1
interest to sonie other students of tbe, play.

80me tinie ago tiiere were soine i eîiarks in tiiese
notes on the sul>ject of telling lies. Tbev came up in
connectiori w'itlî a question tliat luul Leeui asked aLut
one of Portia's fibs ;arîd tbe lies (if Ophelba and D)esde-
mona were'dragged iii to lielp to illustrate tlîe niatter.
In reading thîe second scelle of thue thlird act of Corjo-
lanus the saine sulqee-t forces itself onu tîje attenjtion,ý
and tliere is likely to be soine lix cly discussioninte

class about the moralitV of the advice whicli Volumnia
presses upon ber ionl. Here are sorte notes which

w ere lianded in by one of our class w hile w e were at

this scene:
Macaulay says -Ex erv rnan Nvbo bas seen ire world

knows that nothing is s0 useles- as a general maxim."
Cari this be applied to the generally r'eceix ed opinion
tbat God bates liars

In Jan iMaclaren's story, "A ýMaster of Deceit," did
Jamie Soutar do rigbit in giving up tie struggie between
beart and conscience and rnaking tbe dying girl believe
tbat lier ungrateful mistress w as kind ? Was the
autbor true to bis Christian profession to write such a
story?

Wbat did St. Paul inean to teacb in 1 Cor. ix. 19-23
wbicb be sums Up in tbe words ' I amn made ail tbings
to aIl rnen, tbat I migbt by ail mneans save some ? "

In tbe book of Judges Ebud is called "the clelici'rer
raise d 111 by> the Loi-rd.' He obtairîed access to Eglon,
King of M1ioao, b)v a lie, and stabbed bim.

1)eborabi and Barak sing a hym n of praise over Jaei's
treacbery.

In tbe apocrvpba Judith gains tbe confidence of
Holofernes by a series of lies and kilis bim, for wbich
sbe is praised bvy priests and pe'ople.

Wbiat is a ' pions fraud "
Wbiat is telling tbe "brutal trutb ?"
"The w isest, brigbtest, meanest of mankind "w rites:

The best composition and temperature is to bave
openness in fame and opinion ;secrecy in habit :- dis-
simulation in seasonable use ;and a power to feign, if
tbere be no reniedy.

Would it île a wise wav nexer to deceive or lie for
one's own lienefit : but if it would be a real benefit to
one's neigbbor, sucb as saving life or cbaracter, to do it
witbi a clear conscience?

It would certainly be an excellent tbing if people
w ould gix e up lying to benefit tbenîselx es. And if ail
the lying tbat ivas done was for the benefit of others,
tis world wouid Le a muchbLetter place than ut us.
As to ' brutal trutb and a 'pious fraud,' there seems
to be tlhis curious differen(e in tlîe former it is the
adjectixve elenient of the tbing that most strikes us, in
the latter it îî, the nouni elenuent.

Perbaps it would uîot do to say tbat ail aitruistic
lying is praisew.ortby, but if it were aIl of the quality
of ]Desdemona's and Jamie Soutar's it w'ouid Le bard
to prevent good men and women fromn praising it. The
kird of lvi ng that Coriolanus' motber urges him to,
and some of tbe other samples cited abox'e, are more
doubtful. Will sorne cf tue readers of the IEFVIEw be
good enougli to gixe us tlîeir opinion on the subject
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Fîîrests, lelp agricîiltu re L)v forrnrg a wall of protéc-
tioui to grow irîg crops.


