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this stranger should be able to spoil an ice lie had offered. It was entirely
his affair, since hie had invited his friends to the cafe. Hie approached the
gentleman and said:

"lSir, your manner of looking at these ladies is intolerable. I must beg
that you will cease to annoy tbem."

The other answered brusqucly:
IlYou would lay down the law to me, sir, you "
The Vicomte replied between bis teeth.
IlTake care, sir; you will compel me to use force."

The stranger answered this with but one word, one only, but whichi rang
from one end of the cc{fe to the other, affecting each person present like an
electric shock, that most insulting onu in every laniguage "Coward
ilf the people rose to their feet, three garçons pirouetted on their lieols
like tops, the two women at the buffet simultaneouslyjumped, then croucbed
like two automatons actuated by the samne motive. For a moment there
was utter silence, the next it was broken by a duli sound :the Vicomte liad
struck lis advcrsary in the face. Several gentlemen rushied between and
parted them. The two meni exchaniged cards.

When the Vicomte entered his apartmits hie strode up and clown for
several minutes. H1e was too agitated to think of anything. One sole idea
dominated his brain, "la duel," without awakcning any other sensation
whatever. Hie, hiad behaved as hie should have; lie had shown of what stuif
hie was made. Ail the world, his world, would speak of bim, would applauJl
bis action, would congratulatu bim. Yet hie repeated again and again,
speaking aloud as onu does when under the stress of some intense emotion:
"What a brute of a mani!"

He tbrew him-self into a chair to reflect. Before the following even-
Ing hie had to find his seconds. Who slîould lie choose. 0f course the
most distinguishued men of bis acquaintance. Finally hie decided upon the
Marquis de la Tour Noire and a Colonel Bourdin-a grand seigneur and
a soldier. Nothing would be better; their naines would gi ve importance te
the affair in the papurs. lHe began to feel thir8ty and draîîk three glasses
of water one after the otller ; thon commenced to walk up and down bis
reom again. If lie sbowed hiruseîf firm, prepared for everything, and
dictated rigorous ternis, demanding a serions figlît, a duel to the death,
there was the chance that bis adversary migbht tind sou way in wbicb to
withdraw from the affair altogether. lic took up the card hie had
thrown on the table a moment since and read it again and again, as lie had
already donle at a glance in the cafe, and by the glim mer of cacb gas-lighit on
lis way home.M

Il George Lamil, 59 Rue Moncey." That was aIl. lie exalînined this
assemblage of letters which seemed to him so full of mystery, of dire con-
fusion even.

George Lamil, wbo was this mani What was bis professioni Why
had he persisted in staring in sucb a mannur at a lady ? Was it not revoit-

~ing, maddening even, that an utter stranger should thus thrust bimself into
one's life to trouble and disturb it. because it pleased him te gaze at a woman
somewhat impertinently i And the Vicomte repeated once more aloud

"lWhat a brute."
Hie remained standing, motionless, reflecting, his eyes devouring the

letters on the card. Presuntly a feeling of impotent rage at this piece of
pastehoard took possession of him, a strange sensation cof mingied hatrud
and dread. Wbat a stupid affair! 11He opened a penknife and pierced it
through and througb as i f lie wcru actually stabbing some one.

So hie must really figbit! Should hie choose swords or pistols 'i 0f course
it was for bim te decide as lie considered himself the insulted pursen.
With smords bu risked less, but choosing pistols gave bis adversary the riglit
to retire if se minded. 'Jury raruly did a duel witb sword,4 prove fatal ;a
sort of mutual prudence prevented cither combatant fromn exposing himself
te the danger of a vcry deep thrust ; with thu former the risk was indeed
great, but attendud witb ne loas of honour should they not figlit.

Hie said :
"lOnu must be bold and lie will bu intimidated."1
The sound of his veice fairly made him tremble, and lie looked around

him. 11e fuît very nerveus and drank anothur glass of water before
undressing. Once in lied in, the friendly darknuss, and bis eyes closed, lie
thought:

IlI have ahl to-merrow to attend te this affair. Now to slcep te calm
my nerves."

Nevertbeluss lie felt feveriali and restless and threw liîself from onu
side of the bed to the other.

Again lie felt thirsty, and get up te look for something te drink. Sud-
denly a dread seized him :l I it possible tbat I fear te morrow b "

Why did bis heart begin te beat se violently at each- well-known Sound
in bis roem I As the dlock was on the point of strikiiig the heur the
slight grating ef the spring as it prepared te sound mnade hujo" sbuddcr ; and
when it had ceused te strike hie lay open-mouthed for soe timu, se greatiy
did he fuel opresscd.

Hie tried te reason with himself on the pessibility of this nuw thouglît:
Is it fear ? I

Net possible, assuredly, since hie bad rusolved te put the affair through,
since the dutermination was strong within him net te shrink froni tlie
encouaiter. StilI lie was se profotindly affected by it that the question
involuntarily formed itself: "Is it possible that terrer should dominate ever
will? " This terrible thought overwbelmed him, this dread, this horrr
Suppose a force more powerful than is will, indomitabl, irssiie
Sbeuld sweep him away with it-que fairei What miglit bappen i Certes,
liu would rise and go eut on the terrace and escape frein it. But if lie ilad
net the strength, if lie faioted ! Anîd lie betlhouiglit imii cf the position of
aflairs, of lus reputation, lis name. Suddenly lie fuît impelled to look iii
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the glass. lie relit bis candle, but bue scarcely recognizud the image
rellected on tbesmooth surface of the mirror; it seeined te bini that hebad
neyer seen that face before ; it was se pale, and the eyes weru dilatcd te
twice their size. AIl at once the thought flashed through bis brain:

"lThe day after to-morrow I may be a dead man.", And bis heart
palpitated violuntly.

"lThe day after to-morrew at this heur I may be a dead man. Tbis I
tbink 1 see opposite te me, that 1 see in the glass, shall bave ceased te exist.
Heavens! I am here, I sec unyscîf, 1 fuel lifu coursing thîrougli ny veins,
anîd in twentv-four heurs 1 shaîl lie on this bcd, dead, my eyes closed, cold,
îianimate, soulless." lie turned towards the bed and distitîctly saw hini-
self scretcbed at full lungth upen it, the face rigid and gbastly, and the
bands cloquent witb that intense lassitude which belongs te those that
neyer again shaîl stir in this world.

Tee terrified te returui te that part of the reom bue passed swiftly intO
lus smnoking-rooni, and ligbting a cigar, rcenimenced bis agitated promeui-
ade. Feeling somewhat cold bue went towards the bell te ring for bis valet,
but stepped witb bis hand on the rope.

"This man will at once sec that 1 am nervens."
So lie did net ring but lit the firu bîinself, bis bands trumbling slightlY

as tlîey toucbed the cold metal of the tongs. His head began te swim, big
theugbts te wander-now vague, now vivid, new gloomy; bue fuît an intexl'
cation as of streng winu. And ceasulessly bue moaîîud:

IlWbat shaîl I do b What will hucomu of me ?
lis wbole body sheok witb convulsive tremors; bue roe and -oing te

the window drew aside the curtains. The. day was breaking, a suma ner
day, and on the liouses, the roofs and walls, was ruflectud the rosy tint Of
the sky. Onu long ray ef li glit, liku a caress froîîî the rising sun, toucbed
the nuwly awakened world; and on thîs ray a hope, intense, fervent, oeur,
wbulming, came te the heurt of the Vicomte. How childisb te bu 00
para lyzcd witlî fuar bef ore anytbing was ducidud, before bis seconds biad
suen thosu of tiîis George Lamil, hefore bue even knuw whutber they ee
te figlit or net !

lie dressud and bof t bis apartments witb a firin stop. Wbilu walkiîîg
bue repuatud constantly te himscif :

IlI mnust bu calm, vury caîni. I must show the worid that I have n0
fuar."

His seconds, the Marquis and the Coloniel, put themnselvus at bis di
pesaI, and af ter shaking bands heartily with bim, bugan te discuss the C01 1

ditions cf the duel.
The Colonel asked:
"You wish te fight te the duath "
"To the death.

The Marquis continuud:
You prefer pistols 'i
Yes."

"Yeu will permit us te arrange the rest ?"
The Vicomte made but onu condition, dccisively, even arrogantly.
IlTwcnty paces at the word ef command, and raising the weapOflii

lieu cf lewering it. Exchange cf fire until mertally woundud."
Tbu Colonel exclaimed, dcligbtud
"Excellent conditions. Yoîî are a good shot, hence ail the adyvfltageiS

on your sidu."
Tbuy parted, and the Viconmte wunt home te wait for their rettirn.

agitation, calnîed for a little wiiile, tbrcatuned te ruturn witb doubled force'
Hle fuit all thîrougli bis veins, bis limbs, in bis cbest, a kind of nr''0 i
twitcbiîîg; bue could net compose himsuif ; his tongue was dry and clOve teO
the roof of bis moîutlî, and uvery now and again bue made a cen'vulsie
nîovemnt as if te f rue it fron i s palate. hit lie

lie wishud te breakfast, but bue could net cat. Then lie thoug
wouid drink soetbing te inspire courage, and bue ordured a decantur O
rum te bu brougbt, of whicb lic drank six small glassus.

A glew, alnîost a fuver, crupt ovur bim fromn bcad te foot, and bis briaih'
grcw dizzy. lie tbeugbt:-

I1 b ave found the rem*edy. Now ail wiil bu well." e i
But at the end cf an heur, theugb bue bad umptied the decantr "t

agita tien bucamu intolerable; bue longcd te tlirow bimsulf on tbu fi9Q0 '
shriek, te kill somutbuîîg-sotiuebody.

The niglît came on. hiA ring at tho door brought on sncb a feeling of suffocation that tidrnet suflicient strengtb te ris anHeev i eodle did nOt
even te sîîeak te thîin, te say a single word, lest the toe of bis
sbould betray the state cf bis iiiind.

The Colonel reported : Odlerrl
"Everything is arranged as yen desired. At first your. là

claimed the privilcgs f l'nlebtbyidd altnost i aedate,
bas accepted aIl the conditions. His seconîds are two mnilitarY ul

The Vicomte nierely said:
" Thank you."
The MNarquis continuud Stj
IlPray excuse us if wo l'ut comu in and go eut, but we liave 'bti

tiiousaîîd things te de. WVe Mîust sectire a good doctor, ini case 06
onu beiig niirtally woniîdfd ; pistois are net chuilul's play."

The Vicomte ejacnlated:
" Yeu are very good."
'l'lie Colonel asked:

Yen are quite well, Yen are calmi."
(Quite se, thasîîk yen.-'' 

iiTliu two ftiends buwed tlîpuîms4eîves ont.
Wben ho found himaciif again ajlxe bue fuît as if bue wuru 90ins


