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anlua1 meeting under the presidency of the inspector gen-
eral of the university delegated by the Minister of Public
instruction for that duty. Odd that the Government should

8',Oficially, to discourage the cnupi of tbco
w1hich helps to fill the coffers of the treasury and at a moment

lhen the revenue receipts fail more and more. It is only
another proof of the atiarchy that reigns in Cabinets.
Toý-morroxv the Minister of Commerce nay deegt n ie
Presentative to preside over the annual meeting of the Tem-
Perance Society. The secretary of the anti-tobacco league
asserts, with joy, that the use of tobacco was rapidly decreas-
1119g, that the dealers in the weed were lamenting they were
doimîg rio business. This nïay be due to people liaving less
rnoneY to expend on the luxuries of life. The sellers of
SIllokers' knick-knacks or Il furniture " also comlplain of slack
trade; They wvill seon commence to view their wares ast hasuet ted a did Talleyratid bis 600 siruff boxes. The society
haurtte Hone notable convert during the year M.'de Gon-

ellurt. H as left off smoking and so far bias been able to
resurme writing novels-may tIse latter be bienceforth fit for
SYoung lady's boudoir, or te lie on a drawing-roomn table.

1M. President Faure is, perhaps, the brightest arnd miost
Sati4factory figure ini overy wvay in France. He seeis te be
ev'erywhere and appears only happy whien 11o one islcenmplain-
mng.* Ail biS movoments are laid down on business lines; as
bead of a firm, hie insists on knowing and controlling tIse
aeairs of bi, second firmn, Franco. He will trot interfere with
'the nmianagerrient of the various departmnents of administra-

iobut tblio latter must be up-to-date, and rio more nregligrence
In hei cndut tana private merchant would permit in the

flt ni1gYardl, in its outlay ; hoe takes a pleasure in distribut-
~bGunlifully but, romiark, hoe nover does so unimethodically.
lebha,,the g-ood sense to appear only whiat lio is and tbe

Coulrage to romain simple and unpretentious. Ho shows that
Jo eerFrance, one need trot coaso to be an ordinary

Rral is bandsomne prizo given to the Auteuil Race
Course bias created a most favourablo impression in the

Ott 'itie \vorld; hoe neither dispises the latter nor shows
th4 't i8l(>t essential to bis ife, bue is the friend of the
pol and nover the enemy of the rich. It was a happy
hOught to send a man-of-war f rom England to salute M.
P&ure On bis visit to Havre, wbich inay be said te be bis

ard ative town. It would be a great triumphi for England
Prance, could hoe be prevailed upon to visit London, and

Ilatuî.lly the Queen, at Windsor. What a congenial con-

tan "tthe son of a cabinet maker, and a once apprentice
4nà Sittinig ex aequo at dinner with the Queen of England

the Emnpress of India. But to permit him to quit Franco,
Would. have to be specially voted-the French Lec'isla-

reWould flot besitate to enable their national chief to, ho

beddl onored.
The Government bas adopted a good plan for the devel-

0Pficest of its African "itakes." It receives applications for

OIsof territory at, pepper corn rents, but on conditionthýstaatr evidence will be afforded that the conces-
Furt a. fit financial codto owork terbn

buter, such grants of territory being national
'~PrLc e applications ave to be ratifed by the Legisla-

Thputs an end to all charges of corruption or job-
that' ifh, Governînent ought to rigidly enforce the clause,
ofthe ifeagonable progress be not made in the working up
eut ocsin the latter will be foreclosed. That will
uiatou sPeculators in land. Why net arrange witb the
Ces i48 t go profits sbaring in th exploitation of the con-

ol I bave been told that one of the most successful
M lists ilS, the French Congo is a naturalized John China-

le~h fms his holding by the belp of pig-tail col-

Ilo Ther Sem to a very fierce war carried on between the
and. I the Daudets, and its phases are not kept out of

was *.Alphonse Daudet's son, Leon, wbo is a doctor,
thnlarried a few years ago te Victor Hugo's grand-daughter,
e chounl ye

gretit lu" Joanne"I of bis poetry. Tise wedding made a
thevit Y sh ;it was the ideal Ilof a civil marriage and a

a Ca specal IDaudet père, who is a monarchist and

d*ordCah isrl). e Olci ad did net ike the mateialstic wd
d, th at marriage," said a ladysetoromente

"I, Pvroe unihappy." She was right; the loving couple
tu sOrne months ago. One child, a son, was the

union, and is cared for by the mother. M.
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Daudet takes uimbrage at the infant being always alluded to,
as Il the grand-son of his miother-in -law," and not the sort of
bis pa,and informnsthe public that bis bouircimîg boy is the great-
grand-son of Victor Hugo, the poot, and the grand-son of
Alphonse Daudet, the novlist-facts the public do not care
a straw about.

Since the deatb of Auguste Comite 1857--the mantle
of Positivism iii France lias fallen upon Pierre Laffitte, Pro-
fessor of Positivisîn in the College of France. Ho tbrows a
discordant note into the presenit widespread rage for "lNapo-
leoniismi," and draws very liberally uponi University Billings-
gate to detbrone the Petit caporal, wbicm is îlot quite fair.
Napoleon was aftor ail but human, thougbi bis adulators
flattered himi hoe wa more than a deiigod, ani incense that
noever intoxicated hiim, as did similar stuif Victor I[ugo. Mý.
Laffitte calls Napoleon I. the Il Sinmpletms of St. Helenia,"
wbile lie glorifies Julius Cassar as a vorld benefactor and a
mode] bero ; it is Il unjust to the beautiful, useful and groat
gonIius of Ctesar"I to date te compare Napoleon with him.
That's bard ; but worse romiains :Napoleon was Il a sinister
buffoomi, and the scourge of the Weost" bis own country in-
cluded. The professer condemns the literature of the tinies,
Ithat labours to wlitewashi tîme repulsive niemiory " of the

Corsicani o gre. l3ad wer(ls break rio bones, eveni those of
skeletons, but M. Laffitte, as an historianr, ought to bring
forward a few "lbuinanr documents "l to illustrate bis diatribe.
Taine, as does Professor Aulad to-day, always gave--and
gives-day and date for their severities.

Bicycles are l)ecoining as numnerous as the seed of Abra-
hami ; but the machines are ¶sot becomiing more popular with
the quiet section of the public. It is notîced that lady
wheelers are on the increase iii Paris, and, as a general re-
mark, are of a stout build, that which does flot evoke admi-
ation;- tbe regien of the hips is awfully elephantine. Sorte
ladies now dismount front their seed before a café, quaif a
bock of beer, remount and disappear. The bicycle tax brings
iii tbree times more money than that on pianos. The latter,
too, are heing killed lmy the bicycle-so out of alleged evil,
sottie geomi. Z.

Letters to the Editor.

OUR SONG BIRDS.

SiR,-In a recent number of the Illustrated London
News (March 3Otb, 1895), appeared an interosting article by
Professor Goldwin Smith on "lLove of Nature in Canada."
This article was promptod by the publication of Mrs. Traill's
volume, "lNotes of an old Naturalist." Mrs. Traill, wbile ex-
hibiting littloknowledgeof ornithology,has made no statements
that demand challenge and correction. Mr. Goldwin Smith,
on the other band, apparontly baving ne knowledge of birds
however amateurisli, ossays te give information to Englishmen
about the vocal powers of our woodland songsters, o r rather
to proclaimi te the world that Ontario bas no songster! Here
is the astonishing (lictum of the Professor : Il None of t/tom
(the birds of Ontario) can be qaid Io 8ing -apeasant chirp is
their test rnelo(y."

Shades of Audubomi! Nonre of theni can be said to sincr!
Through my window as I wvrite 1 bear a haif dozen birds
singing gaily their vesper canticles. I should like to bave
the pleasure, during this nielodieus month of May, of con-
ducting the esteemed Professer te woodland hauntsswithin a
mile of tbe present spot, wbre-if lie bias ears to, hear and
a heart to feel-he would bond bis knees in reveronce te
nearly a score of fine songsters, and thon hasten to bis four-
walled study te unsay the gratuitous slander whicb bas led
me te, write this apology for our bîrds.

It is quito certain that Mr. Goldwin Smith bas nover
beard our chief soloists,the hermit thrush and the wood
thrush. Perbaps this should net ho surprising wben you
consider that only one in five bundred persons in this locality
bas heard the glorieus measures of the wood thrush, altbougb
the bird sings for six or eight weeks in the beart of yonder
swanspy thicket evory May.-and June.

Lt is certain, tee, that Mr. Goldwin Smith bas neither beard
ner soon that unique bird. the rose-breasted grosbeak, remark-
able for hiaving what few birds bave in combinatien, a gor-

geeusly beautiful dress and a song of wondorful sweetness.
This bird can ho heard iii almost any damp thicket in West-
ern Ontario in early summer.
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