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ITALY'S HOLLOW JUBILEE

A Quarter of a Century of Church
Robbery and Unbearable
Taxation.

FRAUDULENT PLEB-

1SCITE.

THE

Two Sovereigns, Each Recognized by the
Powers in the Same City.

(From the American Catholic Quarterly Re-
view for July, 1895).

A DIPLOMATIC ABSURDITY.

We are witnesses of what no other
geueration of men have ever witnessed.
For twenty five years we have seen two
sovereigns reigning in the same city—
one the rightful sovereign, tne other an
usurper. The usurger is sitting in the
Ppalace of the rightiul sovereign and is
making laws for him. The rightful sov-
ereign has not gone beyond the bLounds
of what the usurper accords to bim as a
“residence” for ive and twenty years;
and yet the great ones of the earth make
journeys of many days to pay court to
him in bis solitude. You know .whom I
would name ; the Pope and the Prince of
the Liouse of Savoy, who i8 styled the
King of “Italy.” Who has ever seen
- twe independent sovereigns imthe same
city ? What 1s the meaning of the
double representation of the European
court at Rome—one to the Pope and one
to the King ? It is a diplomatic absurd-
ity such as Europe wide awake Las never
before been guilty of.

THERE [$ A PRISONER IN ROME WHO IS NOT
THE POPLE.

When Victor Emmaunel entered
Rome in 1870 he said: “This isthe
overthrow of the House of Savoy.”
About a yeur before bis death he 8aid,
whilst gazing one day at the Vatican
which held the captive Pius I1X:
“There is a prisoner here in Rome who
is not the Pope.” He referred to him-
self. The sympathies of Victor Emma-
nuel were with Napoleon I1I, and the
French people. Very naturally, there-
fore, when Prussia was plauning the
campaign of 1870, and the downfall of
Napoleon II1,the Iron Chancellor had to
fear lest the Sardinian King might at
any moment yield to an impulse of grati-
tude and cast his arms into the balance
on the side of Napoleon IIL. With the
8ingle exception of Sig. Sella, the whole
ministry of Emmanuel leaned with the
king towards the French allies; Bis.
marck, therefore, opened negotiations
with the Radical section of the I:alian
Parliament. Through the aid of Cueehi,
an old Garibaldian, be drowned the fears
of the Radicals, and by the united ef-
forts of Cairoli, Crispi and Nicotera, the
tide of public opinion was turned against
the French alliance. The question was

~ . thenraised of taking Rome as the capital

ofa United Italy. Victor Emmanuel
Wwag weak. He feared that resistauce to
the cry of the Radicals might cost him,
at their unscrupulous hands, even the
erown he wore. So Napoleon fell ani
the Piedomontese entered Rome. The
unification of Italy,in the minds of those
Who brought it about, was regarded as
a necessarily preliminary step to the de-
8truction of all bereditary rule in Italy
and to the destruction of the Papal gov-
erniment. They saw from the beginning
the impossibility of setting up the rule
of red republicanismu in any of the king-
doms duchies, principalites, that compos-
€d the geography of the peninsula. Sach
2 foundation would have been immedi.
ately torn up by affrighted neighbors.
ence, wise in their generation, their
Project has been to unite the separate
Parts of the gengraphical expression,
Piece by piece under the most powerful
Crown, previous to hurling the crown in-
to the dust at asingle blow. The taking
of Rome was the last step in unification,
Which ig the first requirement for disso-
lution, This did not escape Cavour, the
Originator of the actual unity. As early
s 1861 (March 25) he declared from the
tribune that the place of the seat of the
government at Rome, 50 as to interfere
‘With the liberty of the Pope, would be
‘fatal not only to Catbolicism, but to
Italy.” And Gino Capproni, woose
ashes have been placed in the Pantheon
®8ides those of Victor Emmanuel, said,
efore taking Rome: “I believe that
the Pope mugt have a city where there
Will be no one abnve bim ; and 1believe

that city must ke Rome ; and I believe
that Rome would be a bad capital for
Italy.” After Rome had been taken,
the same Capproni, blind and feeble,
entered the secate at Florence and spoke
these foreboding words: “Beware!
OUn the independence of the head of the
Chanrch deptuds our independence; if
this independence is not secured we
shall not possess Rome really and in
gecurity.”

THE FRAUDULENT PLEBISCITE AND THE

FRAUDULENT “LAW OF GUARANTEES.”'

Nevertheless, Rome was taken, and,
immediately that they might wear
before tlie eyes of the world the garb of
liberators, the Piedmontese held what
they called a plebiscite, or vote of the
people, for or against the Papal rule.
The plebiscite was not a vote of the
Roman people, bnt a Piedmontese gov-
ernment fajsehood. This is proved by
the immediately preceding demonstra-
tions of the people in favor of Pius IX.,
when the invaders were at the gates.
The desire ot the people to fall upon the
invaders proves it ;a desire whtich Pius
IX saw would end in needless blood-
shed, and hence, discountenanced.
The fact that not a sign of exul-
tation was given on the Corso over the
triumph proves it. The shop doors were
all closed as in mourning, and the drap-
ery that always marks the Roman festal
day was not seen upon one balcony on
the day named for the celebration. The
fact that the palaces and dwellings hung
out foreign flags us for protection against
an enemy proves it, Thbe protest of the
Roman voterssigned with name and re-
gsidence, prove it, There was not one
journel for the invaders established by a
Roman. An effort was made to blind
the public by keeping the former of-
ficials ; but they would not hold office
under the Piedmontese. The Piedl-
montese could not tind 80 much as a
satisfactory city council of native Rom-
ang. But, without going further, the
plebiscite itself is proof enough. It was
the voie of a mob of ruffians, of c¢rim-
inals and aliens.

Bat the invaders were ill at ease. 1In
the face of the world they had to ‘make
some profession. So they passed the
famous law ui guarantees, Ly which
they professed to secure to the Pontiff
absolute independence, and free control
of Catholic institutions in Rome and in
the six suburban vicariates. The law
was put into execution by stripping the
Pontiff of his possessions. On Nov. 7,
1870, less than two months after the Yp.
vasion, Gen. la Marmora seut word to
Pias IX that the Quirinal Palace, the
Papal residence, would have to become
the properly oi the State.  Pius refused
te cede it. A blacksmith was called in;
the locks were forced ; and on Nov, 10
the Gazetta Ufliziale del Regno §'Italia
announced :  “Yesterday at noon the
king took possession of the Quirinal.”
ThLe Pope was allowed the Vatican ag a
“residence.” 'The guarantees were a lie
from the beginuing. The “residence”
has been turned into a prison. The
Sardinians, or Piedmontese—to use thLe
names indifferently—have had control
of the telegrapbs, the railroads,the muils
and of all weans of communication ba-
tween the Pope and the Church. Be-
sides the usurper arrogates to himself
the power of a “veto’ over the appomt-
of bishops and pastors. Two years ago
there were as many as forty bisbops ex-
cluded from their sees and prohibited
entrance into thie houses built for them
by the faithful of the dioceses. To un-
derstand how free the living Pope ig 10
appear in public, we have but to call to
mind the outrages of the mob that ate
tacked the dead body of Pius 1X on the
night of Sept. 20, 1881, when it was being
carried to the tomb in the cemetery of
St. Lawrence.

WHOLESALE ROBBERY OF CHURCHES AND
RELIGIOUS Houses.

Asearly as 1861, when Victor Em-
manuel first took the title of King of
italy; after the seizure of the whole of
the peninsula, with the exception of
some of the estates of the Church, the
government expenditure was $151,000,-
000 and the deficit that year was $60,
000,000. From the beginning the
church was called upon to pay the
debts of the usurping government. The
spoliation of Church property for the
single year 1876 was reckoned at $116.-

" was applied with fitting magnificence to
'the whole peninsula. Hundreds upon
{ hundreds of churches and monasteries,
whose inmates were driven out, were
seized and either torn down, sold at
auction, or turned into Uarracks or
| biothels, For twenty.-five years the
work has gone on. Church lands have
been confiscated, and even the vest-
ments and chalices of the altar have
been put up forsale. In this way the
Italian parliament, pushed for means to
vote its over-swelling budget, has spoil-
ed the Cburch, and driven out 'peuni-
less upon the streets, not ¢nly religious
men, but thousands of peaceful puns.
And, simultaneously with the inaugura-
tion of this barbarity, practised upon
those whose lives Were Jevoted to pray-
er and deeds of mercy, the invaders in-
troduced into the city of Rome the reign
of biasphemy and public obscenity.
ONE WAY OF RAISING REVENUE.

From the taking of Rome, notwith-
standiny the colossal spoliations, the de-
fcit in the public treasury went on in-
creasing untiliinl 872 t1e publicdebt bad
passed the sum of 1,700 1njllion dollars.
In 1872, in spite of an incredible outlay
continually augmented, there bave been
years when the revenue has been made
to come near t0 the expenditure ; and
thus the debt bas not ipcreased each
year in the same proportion. How is it
that, when tl.e expenditure has heen
maultiplied fabulously vear by year, the
debt has not always increagsed in the
same proportion? What new source of
revenue has sprung up since the taking
of Rome? No new gource. Not oue
new source of true revepye has been
found or developed since the taking of
Rome. The yearly ‘deficit has simply
been cancelled in a more georgeous
style by the thett of private property.
The Governwent just condemned your
property, sold it at auction, pocke'ed the
money and gave you bonds which will
goon be worthless. This was the way
in which you made a loan to the Goy-
ernment. We remember how, about 2
dozen years ago, the famous mission-
ary college of the Propaganda was fore-
ed to sell its real estate and accept for
the proceeds some Government bonds of
half value. This same method of secur-
ing a reveuue was shortly after about to
be applied to the American College at
Rome, the property of citizens or the
United States. President Arthur re-
garded the theft as a little too royal for
endurance. He sent word to plunder-
ing Italy to keep its hands off. 1t is not
necessary to add that his order was
obeyed. In this and other kindreq ways
the treasury has been supplied, and the
Government has been able to credit it-
1 self with an actual peace army of 800,000
i and a war footing of over 3,000,000 sold-
Eiers s and this tvo in a [)opu]aﬁion of 30,-
000,000 on a territory about three times
as large as Ohio, and at an expense for
wilitary equipment and maintenance of
from $85,000,000 to $100.000,000 o year,
or from $250,000 to $300,000 g day.

TARIFF METHODS OF “NEW ITALY,”

Some idea of the tariff methods may
be formed from the duties levie upon a
few articles of general use. The tax on
coffee is twice the value of the coffee.
The tax on coal oil is three times the
value of the 0il. Theitax on 8pirits is
five times the value of the gpirits.
that for a pound of sugar the people pay
.the worth of two pounds ; for a pound of
! coffee the worth of three pounds ; for a
gallon of 6il the worth of four gallons
and for a gallon of spirits the worth of
gix galions. 8alt is made in Italy, but
the people buve to pay forty times the
cost of prodaciion, thus paying three or
foor times the price that i8 paid even in
countries where no salt ig produced.
This meansthat the consamer vays $4
for a bag of salt which has been made at
an outlay of 10 cents. A man living on
the seashore is allowed to draw one pail
a day from the deep, Thusis the gov-
ernment monopoly guarded that the
poor man, with the ocean rolling at his
feet, might not escape paying high tarif
on his pinch of galt.

AN EVER-INCREASING PUBLIC DEBI CRUSH-
ING THE PEOPLE INTO HELPLESS
POVERTY AND WHOLESALE
EMIGRATION.

In 1869—that is, just before the occu-
pation of Rome and the establishment of

000,000. In 1870, after the taking of)‘“Italy”—there were, it is said, about
Rowe, when the era of Italian splendor | 70000 Italians, all told, in the United
began, this method of raising a revenue States. At present we tbink it nothing more excusable and more virile destruc-

So:

{to receive that many in a year. In 1869
the total emigiation from Italy was
23,000. 1In 1876 it rose only to 29,000.
In 1879 it leaped up to 119,821. In 1887
153,000 Italians emigrated to America
alone. In 1888 the number foemnigrants
that left from the single port of Genoa
alone was 181,000, and the total emigra-
tion in the game year was 290,736, a
figure which put Italy, in this respect,
ahead of all the continental nations.

The condition of wretchedness to
which the people have been reduced has
some times heen spoken of opeuly in
Parliament,

Deputy Romano (speech of Dec. 12,
1885) descrives the state of Italy as be-
ing even then one of “general distress
and misery, with the exception ofa few
colossal old fortunes, and some new
ones, the fruit of public wrong.” He
said there was a general struggle for ex-
istence by one class of society, which
detests tie other, believing it to be the
cause of itg misfortunes, though tke true
cause ig bad government.” They were
suffering, he said,“all the consequences of
ill-advising hunger, deterioration of
character, immorality, the mania of
place-hunting, the emigration of those
who do not wish to be obliged to choose
between a wretched occupation and
crime, smuggling, usary, crime and sui-
cides, and an unnecessary discontent
that is undermining our constitutions
and the tranquillity of the State.” (Trans-
lation of Rt, Rev. John ’Connor, D. D.,
inthe Awmerican Catholic Quarterly Re-
view, April, 1886,)

The Italian public debt was :

In 1861, $600,6:00,000.

In +872, $1,700,000,000. i

In 1876, $1.800,000,:00.

In 1890, 2 5(:0,000,000.

This is exclusive of a communal debt
of $250,000,000. Thus has the debt grown
in time of peace and in those early days
when & nation ig supposed to be practis-
ing the econoiny 8o necessary to insure
its existence. The tax necessary to pay
the interest on the debt, over and above
the taX required to meet the fabulous
ranning expenses is $4.50 per head of
the fotal population of 30,000,000 people,
while in England it is $3.75 ; in Austria,
$3 ; iu Prussia $2.50 and in Russia,$1.50.
The amount of revenue spent since 1872
is something like $5,301,000,000, and
the expenditure of the past ten years
shows an increase of 80 per cent., as com-
pared with that of the ten vears preced-
ing. But the revenue hias been steadily
decreasing, The sources of piunder have
heen extausted one by one, and the
nacural sources of revenue, when dried
at the fountaln, cannot be expected to
be perernial or to replenish themselves.
The revenue was

In 1889-90, $380,000.000.
1n 1890-91, "$379,000,000.
I 1891-92, $355,000,000.

In 1892-93, $233,000,000.
A CABE OF EMIGRATION OR STARVATION.

Once wheu King Huwbert complained
to Sindaco Mercatelli of the flood of emi-
granis pouriiyg out of the country, Merca-
teli replied thiat it was simply a case of
emigration or starvation, and when the
King asked him wly he did not try to
supply the lack of agriculture by tie
promotion of manufactures, Mercatelli
answered : “We huve no capital.” And
when the king urged furtber, that 2,000,
000 lire (8400,000) would be sutficient to
start some kind of manufactures, the
city treasurer (it was at Ravenna, be-
fore the present crisis), broke in: “Per-
haps Your Majesty would find us 2,000,
000 lire.” At this, it is said, the King
looked serious.  And then Crispi, when
calied upon to give his attention to the
matter, goes off and writes letters, stat-
iny that he lias been studying the situa-
tion, and that the solution of the prob-
lem will be the glory of Humbert’s
reign !l We have before us, now, the
solution and the glory.

"About the vandalism of the Italian
Government, I shall say but a word. It
would form the subject of a long and
annoying discourse. Suffice it to state
that the Government has renewed the
work of the barbarians, defacing or tear-
ing down the ancient ruins and archi-
tectural wonders that formed the study
of the visiting world and linked our age
of steawn with the patience and magni-
ficence of the past. “Ounida” writing in
the North American Review (October
1888),8ays : “All over the land destruc-
tion ofthe vilest and most vulgar kind
is at work ; destruction before which the

tion of war looks almost noble. For the
present destruction has no other motive,
ohject, or mainspring than the lowest
greed.” To suca an extent was this
carried on that, as we remember, a few
years ago the German arckaeologists
made an appeal to the world, and the
artists and scholars of Europe callad np-
on the Sardinian Goverunment to give
over its vandalism. Every body knows
Da Vinei’s masterpiece, “The Last Sup-
per.” Da Vinci lived in an age of great
painters. He excelled all the painters
of Lis day. “The Last Supper” is his
greatest work, and we may say, the
yreatest work that has ever been pro-
duced. He painted it upon the wall of
the referctory in the Convent of Santa
Maria delle Gruazie, at Milan. This
painting is styled, simply, the highest
effort of Christian art. The Italian Gov-
ernment turned that refectory into a
stable and left the marvellous work of
art to the horses. A move wus even
made to destroy the wondrous relie, the
Mausolenm of Hadrian, the castle ot San
Angelo, for the purpose of widening a
street.
CRISPI'S DECLARATION
POPE,

REGARDING THE

The one person who has made him-
sell signully notorious during the short
life ot the Kingdom of Italy, is Signor
Crispi, who beld the office of Prime
Minister for aboat four years, and who
was forced to retire in January, [891. In
1864 Crispi was a member of the Pied-
montese Parliament, the Parliament of
Victor Emmanuel, at Florence. In one
of his Parliamentary speeches of that
year we read the following words : “The
Roman Pontiff canuot become a citizen
of a great State. e must be a prince
second to noone.” In six years Crispi
had become the open enemy of Pope
and King, for, in 1870, we find him one
of that notorious committee which put
to the Piedmontese Mivristry this ulti-
matum : “Order the troops to march
upon Rome or we shall proclaim the
republic and the downfull of the
monarchy.” OCrispi had become the tool
of the advanced revolutionists ; and by
4 strange paradox of history, as we have
seen these Italian Jacobins were the
tools of Bismarckian despotism. Prus-
sia allowed them to satisfy their hatred
of religion by thus forcing Victor K-
manuel on to Rome under thireat of his
crown, inorder that through them Vic-
tor Emmanuel might be kept from an al-
liance with Napoleon IIL, with whom
Prussia was just then at war.

Crispi, as an agent of the revolution,
has been more daring than hs predeces-
sors, the Prime Ministers Cavour,D’Aze-
glio and Depretis. He has been 1o loy-
er of the iiivygitimate government he has
made a show of serving. And though
be has been busy attacking the Pope, it
is not that he has hated the monarchy
less, but that with the heart of the rene-
gade he hates the Church more. He
knew from the beginning that the great-
est obstacle to the destruction of civil
order was the Church. 1 quote frow the
Riforma, his organ :- “In Italy among
the Master Masons we count the iilustri-
ous head of the Government. His late
conduct has been rigorously in keeping
with Masonic principles.” What these
are in Italy we learts from a circalar is-
sued by the Grand Orient of Italy to-
wards the end of 1886. TLis circular de-
clares that “the Buppression of religious
orders, the confiscation of ecclesiastical
gouds and the destruction of the temn-
poral power, form the granite base upon
whbich Masonry must rise.”” D’Azeglio
bad said long ago, at Tarin, that for
them the Romun g uestion was a ques-
tion of hate.

ENACTMENT OF A PENAL CODE AGAINST THE
CHURCH.

The long continued and ever growing
protests of eighteen years against the
desecration and spoliation of tue usurp-
ing government ; moreover, the magni-
ficent proclamation of Leo’s govereignty
made by the world irrespective of creed
at the time of the Papal jubilee, uli this
has driven the terror-stricken revolu-
tionary Parliament to the passage of 2
penal code such as England never ap-
plied to Irelrnd in Ireland’s darkest
days. It came from that party which
blazoned liberty and equality on its ban-
pers, but which bas never been known
to aliow even liberty of speech to any
adversary whom it could crugh by main

force.
(Continued on page 2)
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