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bad I didn't like ta leave the place,' lai-
gan Mrs. Hale.

1 1 know Yeu are always busy' ain-
svered Margaret absently. ' Il wluo have
riatbing ta do, oughit ta liave contc to yon,
ta tell yott about Clara', and te thîank
you for ail the gaad thiîîgs yen sent for
the breakfast. I ]lave net been %velI.'
She looked ili, old, plain ; inh mltered
sinee Mrs. Haile lnst saw lier.

Mrs. Hale expressed lier simicere sor-
row, eondaled with lier visiter oni lier
loneliness, heard al Site had ta tell of lier
iister, and then vent off into a long chat
about lier ouvu alffairs. ' Viîe sick geru-
tlenmin.' vas ofteu ulhded te; but it
unis ia aliusiiil l.hini fur iiîvulids t..
ladge at the farcai, nd Margaret i'as too
listless to juave any ciiriosity abolit titis
partieultîr sufferer.

13y and by, Mrs. huile bci. ged ta be
exeused for a montent ; t'lie kitchemi
clock warned lieu that it was fiie c lie
had luis înîedieine. Site Caille brick wifli
a iîiournful look oit lier plensant face..

1Is thîe getlemanu wurse ?' asked, Mai-
gret, wlîo liad loolied fran the open
uitdomr at oie parti2ular ttîontlly uôsc

durirtg the whole tiiiio of Mu1s. Hale's
ab1sence, anîd yet cotild tnt ltive told tîtat

Mis. lIale's rose. wro. îlndy iii blos-
sont.

ifec's tuot 1oî1- for tIti., worlîl I Pin
afraid boi's only Contte Iîeîe to die,' îe-
tUrneil IfrS. Hale, brtlîillîiiî lieu Ilfaîd
aeross bier eyes. ' le's tee poil ta live,
Miss Wôodford, bo patient muiid se grate-
ful for the least kindaess; and urlîoeùuldl
help hein- kind to hini, 1 woner ni? Let

uie sec, it %vas just :tfter Miss- (lara's
wedding hé Camue ; lic wvas tikcn danger-
ously, jîl îtexcL. day. Mi.,Wodbd
inla ar,' site uvent on1, :ufter ai lrief Pause,
'I1 have it itiiîuy tiiiuid te a-sk a fituvoi Of
yan: îuiay I niako me bold ?'

I staîli be very glaý,d if 1 cari do aliy-
thing- for yeu, Mrs. Hale.'

Do yenu tlîink tiov'-andi thte drtiier's
wife Spek-e coaxirgly-'tat yoîî1 eould
eonte up uîow and agairi, of ait afternooîî
-that's bis bcst tiîîie-aîd rend t-o thc
siek gentleman a bit? He's alwuiys a

ývearying- lus poor lîead. tru itig tri rend ho
himself.'

Margaret lookcd blank, anid visibly
shrnnk froni cornpliuite.

'It's traublitig yeti too tutuchi, and,
taking up your titie Mus. Hale said
regretfully.

L t is net tîtaf,' said Margaret ; 'îîy

tine is of rio value ; but foir au 'a ire
stranlger ! 1 shouldn't like te do it, Mus.
Hale.'

'I1 amn sure Yeu van Id Dot ind lila;
hie is quite a gentleman.'

1 The gentleman rnight flot like iL-*
might Rot wîsh it,' said Margaret, secret-
]y boping sue-h rniglbt bm the case.

May I mentionu that a lady 1 know
cauld caine anmd rcad ta hii uuow anîd
dlieu, and ask if lie would likoe i t.? I
wan't mention wvlie yau ire.'

Margaret said ' Yes,e beause sue vas
ashamed te say ' No.'

Mrs. Hale weut up stairs af onîce. Site
returned Nvith an answei-, delieatcly and
courteausly vorded, exprcssing LIme ini-
valid's gratitude for thîe charitaible offler
and bis cagerness to avail blirnself of it.

Mrs. Hale isked 31argai-et ta corne cii
the oexL day ; site liad no notion cf
delay. As, sean after, site stood et the
gaLe uvatehing lier guest out, et' siglît,
the farmrnus wife srniled to lierseli' iii a
campîseent muanner.

Margaret's irittrcst lîad ul beeu
awakened ; lier horîuewaîd Step iras
weary and listiess. Site urondered, just
a little, if Mlrs. Halc's requemut ure 11aL
a strange one ; thon site tlîauglit: e I an
iniddle-igcd nov ; 1 look eider than I
i Tn . iay use the~ privileges of fiature

years. 1 auglît ta be glad ta b hocfuse
ta any oue, but it will be very dismugec-
able.'

Site wake next narnig witît ia seuise
of soinething, imapending; but a ]citer
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cate frot Clara. and drovvo thte iititer
aut.of lier liead

]3robably slto uuould altogrethker ha:ve
fougýottetu lier eug-gitc iffl Ludt. fi
mnessage-e fron Mr[s. lc iii tilie oli-se aIr
the nfternoon rcîiiiiided lier- tuimt site %vas
expected. It uîas areuudy raillier hae-
She put on bier sliaul, bonnet., mindl unus

hmstily, 111id walkcd fast ta thle frarui.
Mrls. Ifîle was ou Lite Nyu-mi.

altui vcry ('11d Yeu, are eaîuie, iik i,
site said. ' Sick lolks aire ll ke chlîtduen
iLes u'ery huard foir ttetui Luîo 111 ltl3--
tlîiug tutaCs beemu pirouii.-ae theieî. I V*tl
have beeti terribly disappjointteid if yeîi
liadî' t eOi.'

Jîeîdig flic ma y tit stiri '. MIs-. Hale
eontilified 'H0 lias the tuin bh, eîîllî

ini tliç aîttiiig-l.ouenlt -d umy. Ile fait uîtedl
rîglit 011, u-lii nil wa:s (1lou e, luit Ilc's id
agecd aleutleuc.,

M us. fliaIe îi seul te t a k I uieail i 1)0'
fûî-c site knuked a t. i lie uu' a mret
flélt very Sh y ; sie wa-s glatI iin il lite
roun d jîui. It urus l;irlýe anid luw uv; Ille

ors, and sat deep ini t-li uiassîu-"0 çal, did
1101L adi]luin tucit li.liît, mu ir- ifc mftlriiîîou

iras cciy
.:. îvu ui-fio î.m >iriîd ont flîeIicî huali

but th li hed it. cite e' mcli on iciuiih thle
îîvalid lay wiaa dt'.îuvr haek iîîlo a. rces.,,
au t od tilie liglit an tel eili.. Hargaret

sup1poscd tîit the strangeÏ(r tîuide a iniove-
mlefit, as if iL) rise, fuir M~rs. II.ille suîid as

siue Iîurried la lus :aido ; 'lie lady will
go0 mwav, id itet Coute mgaill, sir, uinless

yoîi lie quite. W,: uvou'i. hauve î10le pl-
itettess, if Yeuî Ipleise-will %vc, uîîa'ami ?'

S1 shîould. lie v(cry soi-uv te eauî..,uig aiy
dîstuiirbiiiue-t luit il nv e liiishîould
be ii mde an uîîy a ceonil,' saidi Margaret.

wVIicii blmiugaret splOke, the ii u'uid,
wue luid claaed Iuis 'ou~f a Mioiiient,

cipcuiei tdieîui, iand ixed tleîl mîoi *Iis viii-
toi.. Site hl Lii ned towart iils thle wiii-
dow. Mis. Hale fu.ie l ier tiiere to
set a low chair andt a lhuat.steiu flr lier.
Thue lighut feil oui lier. huit site uad miot re-
inoved lier bonînet anid veil.

Afteu au feur iloîîelîts-;tm'u. a lw
courteous *sentences aof te, invahid's liîtd
been replorted. La [lmg~r ae,
wlîo %'as close lui Iuiîî, anîd auiswei-cd ly

ilargaret un tI les tuia'rsu itLlani
silo euetet ~c-mrae begmin te
read the book %rluicli t-lie Patienut lied
beeui Lryiuîg te reuud ta lîjuiselE. M rs.
IHale sut by liiui, kiit.tiiig; 'uMîi'gurct,iii

(LIe wiiidoa-, irasaut a. eoniidcurabe <lis-
tance.

'Isui't iL taa liard al book. sir'? You
listen se engeî', you'l memike your Ilead
bad,' Mrs. Hale sait. by ad by, takînlg

-ltdvamuitage ol' a pause.
O no! ]But msk thîe lady ilf site is îot

tii'ed c*r cold. Beg lieu ta conte imeaw the
ire-to sayîifsite ules îlot hiko thîebook.'

'I like thîe bookl, anîd 1 fuin quîitc wamti
etugîi,' saiîd iMf:ug;ret , mini %veit oi

Site lied a cear anîd suveet voice, rZali-
or decep-toiîed for a wvemuîaiis-za sootlîing
voico, anid yet thme stranger did uiot seuî
ta litid it sootluing-. H-e iteved luis lieud,
froin sido to aide î-cstdcssly, anid MuM
H-ale uîeticel tlumt lhi$ clcaVer(, flushi-

ed, anid that lus eyes *'Iisteiicd.
At thîe mîcxt pausýe sice rose. ' You

vat, your teoui it- ? l'il get iL dirccthy.'
1There is mia hiurry. Deo net tr-ouble

to go doivtî ou pnrpc»e; -, yu take so
nîauuy, uuîmny jeuricys for ic,' te iuuuhid
said faiuîtly ; tdieui, Cctisejotis chtli- Mar-
garet vils risiug aio, lie mIddcd : Ask
te lady îuat ta go yet. Bog lier to sit

nemîrer thue lire, and to tuil;c soute Lea,
with nie.'

M1augarct scated hir el doser to thie
lucautli. Site w'euld hae conitimiied read-

imm but tlic siiur,;imetîtut she iiust
be t-ired, bmi to tLuk. sqil11luly, Lime
weak voici 'I-tileýl iii le inîui liý el'am semi-

temuce.
MV argli-mt rose, and w-cuLt sotily toîvards

bis couelu. HiS OYCS uîete elo.qed, Ilîs

litmid tituown lmuik, mand a dcatlily pallai'
was aveu luis fice. Olie muontîent sIte

mtoi rresalite :jiust ais .site tvus tuiiiug
hoi c:îil Mus. HaLmle, Lte cLosed cycaapun
ci. A ghiss cf witter stocd ou iflic ta ble;
site broughýit iL, tri lîiui ;lie dra.iik, anud
suîîled Llimuuîlcfullv. 1) DOiet tell Mrfs.
IHale. I 1111 w'eak tii-day ; but, it is

tint li-g lie suti il
'T'he. îîrk, Sort cyes-th iu îmly beuuiihyI<,i pi]latin, 1vasted tiece-lookoed uip juite

liers ii. iiil îtrss.b expressioni of
aaîteu aind Coti iiP luea ray, CeuO
agairu, IVlîat ever 3Mu-s. I-Iuul amua,'liv hmiiti-
deOi) p' lluso tii(1 <l o Iai e.

SI tu sîippi>edl htl Ile irai imci bY
Lte eaeieriui2ei lof , mi ii tuailer .X st

tisrum.drawilig, hmck Lo e l u'tier
poasitionu : . ill Couule migaiti if yotî isI
ut, il' iL uluea' yaiu mii lituiuii ; IT -îuu -'lmad
ho bie of, use, Lo) mity otue', Mari'mrot dit a

irii gleil Conic iuîlo lier ltee, anid vuis
-'I-d 4.f Lte inciased i iaes of* lie

TIer was mu paue. lt waus brokeai
by luis smîYitig- ' giVO youî1 mnUtcLu trouble
bat wonldyu kiiffly opin-ml % vintlv ?

1 watit to ica thm le tl auaitn the peau-
t r eù.,

Mmi'tret cotuplieul, anud stood besido
llîe emseiitîeut listetiîîgi. ta a soif- vhicu

mippicrd tii lîi 1utuusually bwOùl-.
SIlow dehîeious, lue said, scftly, 'thme

fragmuuce of' ime gmrden crnes muross te
uie ! Buit lueu I louig t' 20 gont t Please
Close thle lattice noir. Mus. 11ale is
eauuuîîug, amnd ui do> nt agice aiboîut fresh

'j'le monitî uuas s0 dus.', anid tluey stood
an fuir off, lItat Llucy could huaudly ho saîd

tri exchiaîgmu mu sutule ; but yct catci feIl
t huit- the oitîlîc Sindd, atr thmt thiey usere
io loniger ais struuugeus.

ILs. uleicilLel wit hLle tout, anud
Muigiettried te slip qîieitly mîway ; bt.

the jîuvuuliul saw lier îuioveitueti t.
.Pic luiu ntîciîmti tIi itk',. iliali, tmmt

it la toc Iaite for you te wmlk acrossa thue
iueadeun mlite. 3lMark Nvill be proend ta

go uuitli yoti,' ra ital smîîd.
Margaret slmook lier lucad ulecidedly,

anid depuîrtnd. Sio euîjoycl Lime biorne-
wu-iid urulk, tlic isky fr'agrance, anmd flue
perfect quiiet, as bite liuid tint ett.joyed
anytiiin- for a long hinime.

Site itoîug-lît riveu' mîl tîtat; hll 1uased
at ue uî-îî ; incrcd oît.-of-dot-u, a

f'u tiii site entei-ed thec lîaume. liu
(li-iy site urm9.1le remîil thmat evenin")

mi book uviluîe tî< ilivmîid lmmd spokco of;
it hlîul betu Lriveni lier by Clusra's lius-
banîd mu long uite aîgo, anîd lîad renîaimîedl
uncut tilI uieus. Site bemînie inftorested,
$rat up latc, and Slept n-cul uvîmen sle vent
to i-est -
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.1 douîbt if I olfglt to lut yon go up
la-;i,' ai1 Ii a. -ule , nicctimg -Mar-

guîret ' but the gent'iemtan begs se eau'n-
est, tîtat 1 ven'tL lundeu' yeti. Hie hll a
buîd, t-osaittg, iliglit, andu' urms flovcrod t
iîioruiug. I{aî'o you cu-um lîemîd eft' uy

eue0 cf luis naîie, u a'îî-lieîr?
ie ktiou'u à dczîl ztbout'Suttuiy-slopc, midc

amli Ilese pats; and. aime nigluL, uvlieti lie
uvms -eu-y bmud, bc spoke aI' liaviuîg cmne
homue toc limue, oîmly it titte ta <lie.'

I m Ia ftuot kuucv te liate. IL. is luit
ami ulle bf»letigilt fol tItis part of thue

eauu tî*, aiusuvei-d INMrgarct.
Perbuips you eoîuld m'ail a bit casier-

like sort eo' i buok,, su ggested 2ur.IHale,
ulats l b tîme w'ay lîp--slmius. Mmurguîret
wms e1raî'l to-dily, ai the dmuy vas

br'u'liter. Asi thucy eiitcrcd, st o
Seith Nrlamt ma radimunt looîk MLi. Wîuit-
yeuu' ai tlel cl uut luis luîil.t

1 cannîot think orl eueo uni is se kiîîd
mus :usti'mu igr'le :aid, aosfice gave limî
lieus. ' 1 uu'en sorcly mîfraiil 'Mi's iel
uvouuldl keep ycuu uiivmy.'

lie « sked MUrs. Hlale pu'dsently t-o ue-
quîcst Mîîu'grcý,ttet take off' lier bonntet.
As site dii ,, aIme iras cauîsciotls t-lii. site

wuta ilitütly uu':tlicd. Tîurmîin ta lay
ftdwlu te 91tm ult ier tm-lrein haiu',

aîîan d ua lier faîce.

MARCRn 7,

Aeeordirîg te Mis. Halo's u eto,
the soieîvhat, dY book of ycsterday wam
riot restinied. 'I'lle siek marin had inatiy
books. the wuorks of inany pocts especial-
ly ; SouteC of the latter or' these quite
unliînv to e grt ' Ili Meilinriaii'
wîis opened by lier for the first tirne thilt,

dîîy. fIer listerter appeared to know iL
by lieart.. 1le asked lier to* retid front
it elle flivonrite pocin tîfter -another;
tlîey secined to lier strongly and iveil-
fîully be:tutifttl-k(y-notes te an unknowi
depîh, Nvithiî lier own becart and seul-
Presently lie askcd for- >îîe Nvliicli !sl

cotild îîot at flust fiiid. He repIeatcd il,
anîd several sueeig ores. T1hey
seaied to lieu thie boeat of all-infinitely
lovely and touelîing ; tenus, rose to lier
eyes, aiîd colour to lier chîecks, as site

lItislId, witli sîseîdu rea.it, le tlie
low, swec't vorce.

M îs. Halo liud -'one âway, the triath
bcbng tha;lite Nuis afraid of fallinit

:île. Margaret oporied the windoov
un.iski-d(, wlîcîi Lhe miusical voice wam
silent ; t.ley both listened te the song ci'
the tlirîîsles ini perfèect quiet. MNarga-
ret did liot look tewards thte irivalid ; she
knew duit lie wvas Ieoking at lier ; site,
was aslaiaîed of the (Cars vlîat site could
iîot relwess-tears of a sweeter s.idnes
Ilian slie Ilad .ever. experienced.

Vlkiu «Mus. H-ale :îpprorilîed, Margpi -
ret hiaving closed thec window, met tie
look of thîe sick mnan witlî a twiliglît
sinle af her owiî, and rose ta go away;
site offereci lier lîand inilaetkn ; 'le
pressed it, anîd added a fervent ' God
bless yen and cînifout ycu V' to lis gooîl
niglit. Hie lîad seen lier tears.

'Take "lit Mleiioriaii" ivith yotn-yo
ivi11 like ta, rond it titis even)in4g,'. lie said.
Site tlîanked liiin, aind as site wvalircd
honte withi the book lield clasely against.
hier as soitietlîiîg preeioiîs which SIli
leo'ed, site fIct iii a bewildering ducaîni
it iMas impassible l'or lier ta believe tnat
site liad t<)-(hy scen 31Ir. Whiityea.r for
thte second tinte in bier 1itýa only; lie Ilad
spoken te lier and look-cd at lier ta-day
as lùie ciesc Iltd ever donte, and every
toile aI' ls voice in its laniuid swectîîess
scenied familiar as remîîeînbered ,îîusir t,,
lier innerniost heurt.

Aýnd Mr. WbVIityear?
' cannot uncleî'stnud it; but it is

shel' lie aid softly, as thîe door eloscd
aftr YMargiret. ' Wliat wvas the (Jlirie-

dian nauie of the Miss Woodfbrd who waïf
niarricd thec day I cane lcre ?' lie &-ikcd
of Mus. Hale.

Clara, sir.'
£How eau tlîat be ? Clara %Voodferd(

died six yearsa .ga. Whcn 1 %vas ini
Ocylanl, 1 saw lier death ini fau Jnglislî

paper.'
,Ah ! that wvas little G'lara, Miss

Woodfbrd's half-sister, sir.'
' 1 think 1 arn loo anxious to gel.

strong!' Mr. Whityear observed to iýli-i.
Hale next nîcruîing. ' 1 have hîardly

slept tu-îîight for- tliitîking-ot'the future.
Ttwis a Sultry, oppressive dafy; expoc-

Lation sceined to hiarass lier patient..
Mus.- Hale vwas -- lad thiat Margaret caîlie
early in thue afternoon. After lier arrivaI

hie g9rew more comîîposed, but vas evidiut.
ly lauiîid aind. cxhausted. Et ivas a
biusy day wvitl Mus. Hale; site left thîonî
toget ber. 31r Whitycar liad requesteil
Margarct te sit noir himu-he could tînt
speak lolîd, lie said. Wlîen, in a pause
oV liu 1rcading, site looked up and saly
that lie slepr, Oie jet lier voice sink to
sience ý,radu.illY, tiien slîc Sat Stijl anîd
îîîu.3ed. liTeu eyes w'ere irresîstibly drawuî
towards tie uiorî face of' filc SCceper-
sucli a lîappy ehljîda sîille dwclt uptil
the mntlit, File uvotdereil of -wlîat lie %ia

ASish gazeil, a sagetheuglit. eni-
tcred lieu liezut-if site wvere sister,
uîîatler, wvife, anythîng to liini-inî
deturly site sholdii loeiiii, ! site m-
Joiced îi Ilis petueeful sleep as tenderly s

a iofler iin th;it of a suîfftring eidi(: slc
would bave liked, te hîudîl eveuy bird ini

the gardon. Iii linie, a leming %vas boni


