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France miay have been ready for the w»ý, but she
ry con- n~sfot prepared for anything likc the struggle necessi-
cmleage tated by the high devel(opmient of German preparations.
nto the France was caught exactly as Eng-land was caught, wit-h
control somne of lier key industries at a low level of preparedness;
rivately but the coming of hostilities gave a tremnendous stimulus
Ovide a to some of these. The difliculties by which the country
and on was con! ronted were imimenisely incr-eased by the tact
hipper, that the greater part of lier industrial territory was over-
ige not run. The steel-producing plants of the north-east, wbhih

ranked among the best in the world, fell into Germian
adiran- lxands; thierefore the other centres of metal production
2 latter were forced into unusual activity. Many other industries
ahead had practicaliy to be developed f rom the grouind up, and

Irise of the best brains of the country were put into the making
many's of changes, rapidly and eflicienitly. The marvellous power
ýrmnity, of rapid improvisation was wvitne-ýsd by the commission,
ankfort when it had the privilege of seeing a certain munitions

lin all factory, where a complete plant capable of producing
50,000 shells per day was instalied and working to, full

t harm capncity within five monthsq.
-hecked The national responre among ail classes bas been
rnment quite beyoncl an'ticipation, an~d the worlq owes much t~o

have France for her hardibood and ber adaptability under cir-
resr cumstanoes which were most difficult.
z corn -Through the aid o! the Ministry of Commerce and
tIve ex- th~e good offices o! the commissioner-general for Canada


