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THE SITUATION.

Mr. Blair, Minister of Railways, has introduced a bill
to create a Raiiway Commrission, which is intended to

supersede the Railway Committee of the Privy Couincil.
One reason given for the change is that the memibers of
the Government have not the tim)e to do the work efficient -
ly. Ail the powers now possessed by the Railway Com-
rnittee will be transferred to the Railway Commission, and
to these new powers wiil be added. Mr. Blair properiy
Iays it down as a requisite that the new tribunal mnust be
composed of the very best materials which tiie country
can furnish, inducements ;o get such qualifications will
have ta be heid out. There are mnen at the bar wbo cani-
not, ini justice tc, themnselves, afford ta take judgesbips ;
and it ils evident that the miembfers of the Commission will
havq to b. well plaid. The selection of the commissioners,
as outlined, runs very much on the lines laid down by M r.
MacLean, whose report ils apparently taken as the Minis-
ter's guide. It is to be laid down, apparently, as a matter
of law, that no heavier tolls shahl b. imposed for a short
than for a long distance, unless under exceptional circumn-
stances of which the Railway Commission is to be the
judge. Before the Commission both sides will be heard,
as at present before the Railway Committee. As the bill
is not toi b. enacte.d this session, but 15 to be left over for a
year, there will be ample apportunity to discuss its merits
and demnerits, and to point out wherein it can be bene-
ficiaily amended, if such treatinent b. desirable.

A telegram from The Hague, on Wednesday, says a
report ils current in officiai circies that peace in Sotih
Mfrica will be signed in a few days. But the. Britisha
Governmnent is flot so sanguine. Mr. Gerald Balfour,
President o! the Board of Trade, speaking at Leeds, said
that if the Býoers adliered to their demand for independence,
they anight as well abandon the idea of negotiations. A
shiort time wilsuffice to remnove the present suspense on
the question ofý the negotiations for peace.

The Federal Government proposes to expend $1,
ooo,ooo ini improwing the navigation of the Lower St.
ýLawrenoe, commencirig next year. The city of Quebec

was anxîous to have its harbor improved thîs year, but the
request bas not been granted.

The belie! in England that a duty will bc placeti
ont tiniber, and an addition ta the pr 'et uty on sugar,
caile Îi iheý orni of an ifc'. eim froîn the tion uto the

thircaruesand futher(- deli\erios being mnade.
1'ur %1r1, he a llcw dulty u;vas put uni, orI ai uid one

irîcreacd, darsisuspcting \\ha;t %%as ciiglaid iii

licavy stocks of tlie gooxxl to befcct iind( as a resuit
th li.e iw imnpost. bruuight littlc- mbto t1e treasu;iry fo>r the
fir-st IeallTe precauition nlow taiken k un fo)r whiclî
there is more necessity, in thiis coiintry. froni the officlii

point o! viuw, thil Ili EnIglanld, for the reason thiat
oficaiscrets are flot su wuli kepýjt herev. War makes

ernodcmnidsi, oni bbc Public iircasnry --\; and neuv -\ar

ot.ýrry. Anl iiter-ferenice withl tradec, suich as., that nu(w
reported, is aiwvays regrettable; but niecessity hias no
liîw, and ail tliat <'an bc dune is tu miake( the peiod- of

retrctonas s1lolu,' spsil. Oc tuev Ilew dultic'
an ntoduedinto P'1aliet, bhe'y areivated as in

uperatin, su tat bulsiness eal g(> on1 as ere

Tht day after the first order was issued ta thelitis
custoins staffs, another foilowed enbrac ing ail fret goods,
creating the prestimption that ail goodis previotisiy free
wouild b. subject to a reveniue duby for war proe.The
belief gainied grwund that the duity on timiber wvould be
uniformi and wvould not discriminate in favor of the colonies.
lb is well understood that teinporary duities on)i goods pre-
viously free wiii not interfere with the fret trade poiey of
the country. Probabiy before this paper iii in the hands
of tiie reader, the. revenuie poiicy will have b)eeni revealed
ta P'arliament and] that the. newv duties will at once- be put
into force. 'lhti sale object o! these duities being re-venute,
any discrimination in favor of colonies would defeat tbe
purpose of the Governmiient, so far as lit reduitced( the pro-
duct of the inmpost ; but probably that would flot b. the
oniy or even tiie stronigest objection whichi the Chancellor
of the Exchequer would have to distinguiýh.

At the annual banquet of tiie Canadian C'lub, Bioston,
Mr. Hlowes, anl Amierican, had the bad taste ta enter uipon
international politics in a way that muaiit have been greatly
displeasing ta his hasts. Wec assume that lie was there
as a guest ; and annexation shouild have beeri ta hum a
self.forbidden subject. If lie did not puirpose,ýly intend ta
b. offensive, which we ( an scarcely suppose, lie oughit to
have known that ta speak of annexation ta the. United,
States as the manifest destiny of Canada ils ta make an
assertion which Canadians, as a miass, are prepared
instantiy ta repel. Whbere didi the. manifestation take
place ? Where is it ta b. found ? What shape bas lit
taken on ? Where is the. evidence ? The fact ils Mr.
Hlowes is tryiiug ta get rhetoricai on the strength of a
dead myth. There neyer was a timie when anti-annexation
was so comnpleteiy master of the field as at present. Ini
Canada absolutely nobody thinks of, or would b. willing
to accept, annexation. Mr. Howes referred ta tht num-
ber of Atnericans settling in Canada as if, in some mys-
teriî:s way, that immigration was going ta determnine our
fui-re. If any suspicion ever got imta the miînds of Can-
--Jians tb.at in lavishing the. natural gifts of soul, tiîmber
-ud mines uipon these immigrants, we are in danger of
eing repaid by a foreign revoltutioli, oui policy towards
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